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Submission to the Royal Commission on Family Violence

Executive Summary

The analysis and recommendations outlined in this submission are based primarily in our
experience as a Specialist Homelessness Service, in particular working with adult women who
have experienced or at risk of family violence.

Economic and related barriers are likely the most common reasons that women remain in
violent relationships (Cameron 2014). Housing costs are the most important contributor to this
financial stress. Women escaping a violent relationship too often find themselves on the horns
of an impossible dilemma: stay with the violent partner, or leave the partner and become
homeless. Both involve risks to both physical and mental health of the woman and her children.

Early intervention and access to housing is crucial to allowing women to leave a violent
relationship without entering homelessness.

As a specialist homelessness service provider we have found that a gendered response to
homelessness is effective, in part due to the gendered nature of intimate partner violence, which
is relatively common among the homeless population. Our approach allows a family violence
informed response that empowers women to break the cycle of returning to and seeking out
violent partners. This is an important element of the complexity faced by women experiencing or
at risk of homelessness.

Recommendations to the Commission

e develop and implement a statewide affordable housing strategy

e consider how to create more channels for women, including those with children, to enter
stable, affordable housing directly from the family violence sector

e consider prioritising public housing transfers for people who have experienced or are at
risk of of family violence (see CHP Submission to RCFV 2015)

e explore lessons from Canada on prioritising people at risk of family violence for entrance
into the social housing system

e prioritise service responses to women’s homelessness which consider a gender lens in
order to support women with a complex past to break the cycle of family violence
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underlying emotional, psychological issues including attachment and dependence issues, and
remodel relationships with others, she may either return to a comfort of a familiar yet violent
partner or enter into another violent or controlling relationship.

The additional support we provide is funded through opportunity shop revenue and philanthropic
donations. We also support women to develop employment skills, for example through our
environmental volunteer program

Ensuring an adequate amount of support for women with complex needs requires intensive
support such as that provided by the ICMI (Intensive Case Management Initiative). Part of this
support is access to stable housing.

Better housing access for people escaping family violence

In terms of housing policy, there may be some ways to tweak the social housing system to
encourage better outcomes for women. For example, we strongly support the Council for
Homeless Person’s recommendation to prioritise women already within social housing for
transfers within the system (CHP 2015). Without requiring any new resources, this would be a
considerable boost to safety for many of the clients we work with.

Il as living in an Office of Housing property. She developed a relationship with a
man who had experienced long bouts of homelessness; he convinced her to let him
move in with her. After time he began perpetuating significant violence against her—
proven by police reports and multiple incarcerations due to assault and breaches of the
IVO.

When she applied to transfer her housing due it being unsafe the Office of Housing
advised that she would not be prioritised on the application and the wait would be a
matter of years. She was thus forced to relinquish her tenancy and make herself
homeless in order to be prioritised within the housing system. Her housing application
was then moved up as a priority after becoming homeless. Allowing her priority
transfer may have reduced the complexity involved in navigating the housing system
and perhaps even the casework that she required overall. More importantly, it would
have been much better for her mental health.

A complementary option would be to consider prioritising entry to the social housing system for
people who are experiencing or at risk of family violence, in particular those with children or
dependents. For this, lessons could be drawn from the experience in some areas of Canada.
This is particularly important in terms of ensuring that this option is limited to those who fit the
housing or homelessness sector client demographic.
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