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®  With regards to the definition of family vislence ne body at the [l 272gistrates
Court intheding Legal Ald, Towrt Voluntesrs or _ Lawners.
ashed me about economic viclence, My aiusive ex. became o typical dead beat dad on
Newstart lowance and wm’é«:ing cash ién fand and  was rez:e%wmg attimes a5 ittle 25 §7.53
through .h@nﬁs in you report that the ex. pariner has more money and you have todo a
Change of Assessment form which takes vou guite a fol of time o complele and your
incorme g8is 1o ou5es5e0 On 1op of the ex pariners.

¢ The pofice at the | > clics ststion took 2-3 weehs to interview the perpeirator of
viclence about bresches.

o The perpetrator of viclence said o [ N - - << [ -
on the [[INEGEGINIING =: < 2555t Court that the police st the [
Police Station were on his side. Thiz §id not make me fee! good showt reporiing further
breaches.

® The perpetrator of violence said to the Magistrate o= /=5istvates Cowt
on the stand in court [l that the potice 2t | 7 -'ice stetion said that in relfation to
the perpetrator twisting the arny of nay sor and hurting hine that the perpetrator had 2 duty
of care to zrab my s0n's arm and mervely dust it off. The police obviously balicved the
perpetrator over my son's stztement made to the police and backed up by his older
brother's breadh statement as 2 witness to thelr father twisting ry son's arm. The police at
R - ic- Station did not do a thersugh job of interviewing the parpetrator at any
time. This sends a very bad message to mgsls&ns wing cany independently tell he trethto a
Police waman in e formal interdew at the station without me {the mother} present and they
will not be believad by the Magisirate or by the Police at the police station. This alspsends a
bad message to the perpetrator that he can do these breaches and get away with them.

That telling ies works for him. That telling lies In fact rewards him as the outcome was that
on th || ~v P chiidren were removed from my intervention Order my Magistrate
!

e }was told by the Law Institute that  had 2 good case for an extention of my exvdsting
intervention Order because the perpeirator didn'i nead 1o have done anyihing within the
previous year of the (0. The court just needed to be seiisfied that he would breach again.

i had at least & breach statements in that vesr against the pernetrater. Une for bwisting or
wrenching ry [ year oig - 501175 arrn while parked sistionary In 3 tar and another
statement by me that my ex folfowed e vty car for approxinnately 300 mi. and that he
was spproximataly Gver a matre sway in bis @ belind rmins.

The Magisirat e- was not satisfied by ol these bresch siztements that my ex. was Bhely
to breach again. | am incredulous.

wiagistrate ] oho presided over my extention of my intervention Order onl | I
B ccistcates Coust in court rooml was calied in as an extra Magistrate
even though [ #42gistrates Court was fully aware it was scheduled for a contested
hearing. Magistrate|JJ] iooied borad and unimpressed to be presiding. He had his head
in his hand 2t times. i thought he was going 1o be & progressive Magistrate understanding of
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the impact of domestic violence on victims and children but he &id 2 180° on the
Intervention Crder by the end of my case removing aH my children from the order.

o My Legal Aid Barvister Ml oic was ot effective at cross examining and
bumbled getting information wrong., And at the and of the case when he'd
conlyibuted 1o osing my chiideen off the intervention order, turnad o me and said
“You get what you pay for”.

° o body seemad 1o undersiand how important this Casa was 1om2. fwasmadeoultobaa
spiteful, vengeful, vindictive and jeslous ex wife by the ex's bamister who used gutter tactics
of goading me, telling me In 2 nasty tone that | was “ing aren’t you? Your lving aren't
you?” and saying “He's moved on he iz divorced now and be's in a relationship now — he's
moved ont” when | was the one that applied for and paid for the divarce and had
encouraged my abusive ex 1o get himself a relationship with ancther woman ashe
continuzad 1o remain in the family homs fa:;r. years after we separsied fiving under the same
roof and he was making my family's fife miserable and we were afraid of him. | was glad
that | had purposely got the divorce while he was stiff in o relationship. {got cut while the
going was good. His barrister made me fonk bad and the Magistrate obviously bought this
even though | remained cafnr on the stand.

e My Legal Ald barrister Mr. [ = o epiained to me that i | continued to get on
the stand and testify that { couwld risk having the children come off the current intervention
Order. Magistratejil] s3is that he thought my [Jvear old son should come off and
would ! accept the Intervention Order with just thelfeounger children on it. #¥d known
that 1 could acoept conoessions while the going was gecd and that to have the courage to
get up on the stand and testify o try to fight for my children's safety could prove a costly
mistake just because of the whim of the Magistrate then ! would have accepted having the.
youngest remain on the Intervention Order 2nd | wouldn't have testified but | thought
should do the right thing and get up on the stend and el the truth. | thought that was what
it was afl about. The perpetrator was going 1o contest the extention of the Intervention
Order so { fait | had no choine and must f2sify. 1 4idn™ bave this sxplainad to ma by anyone
including bir. |- = 1=z 2is bawister though he said to 2 lawye N o

iater that he had explained that to me. He never did and if I'd

had it explained Dwould have accepied just having my youngest Bremain on the extention

of the Intervention Order. R would have st least sfforded them more protection sven

though the Intervention Order was not really protecting us as the perpetrator continued ©
breach the order throughout the previcus year despite it

» The Magistrates Tourt dees not provide victims with Intervention Orders 2 seferoom. While
i was at the [ #:2zistrates Court on | << cereetrator got his friend to
walk up the corridor to where Women's Legal Service Victoria Office is. This is wherelwas
hiding out of sight. This friend 2425 up the coridor 1o tha dead end of it and
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turnad around and walked back clearly to sight me and see i 1 was there with anyone and to
mznace me. [ 2551202 Court should havesafe sooms for women and should
have Court Security To escort women from the 1 floor where | fad to wait alf day on the
B i - 5 floor where the hearings ane conducted,

s i may take a perpetrator 2 minute to breach an intervention order — 1o make & phone call
on 3 home phone and contact the victin of 1o leave 2 eyt message on the victims ghone but
it with Inke the vicdrn over an houy on average 10 report o breadh, This is o hell of & hardship
for victims. R penazlizes us further.

e 1was told to report every breach— it idn't matier how bigor small, Ontheday of the-
N cc ooroatrators lawyer read gut my last breach statement which was that the
perpetrator was simply 3t 3 supermarket within Z00mi of my work. The perpetrator knew
this supermarket was within 200mt of my work because § hadd breached him for being there
before. Yet he kept going hack there despite there heing ather supermarikets in the same
suburb. His lawyer made it oot a5 if all my breaches weare of such a trivisl aature. This was
not a fair poriravat of the breach history, And 2 breach is 2 breach, IF 200 mi, is whatison
the order then the perpetratar should stick to it The Magistrate [ «es dininishing the
280wt rule by saving that it s an arbiirary distance. &nd basides there were planty of other
breaches that were more significant and pertinent to the extention of my Intervention
Order.

o The Police at the [ ctice stztion sometimes interviewed the parpetrator at his
hame, How convenient for him that he didn’t have to come into the [ N> o'ice
stziion, Mo onemade my making 2 breach stetement convenisnt Tor me.

e Avictim of domestic viclence often dossn’™ have evidence of viclence so 1 had very little
ayvidenca of viclence when § got wy first intervention Order. 1t was only after gaining that
first VO and being told by the Court Retwork worker that § should report every breach no
matter how great or small, that 1 would report any inddents. You are behind the 8 ballsoto
speak not having gatherad svidence of your history of viclence bul most woman try o make
refationships, marriages wark and it s the ethos that a victin of domestic vislences fearns
that it is her fault that the viclence is hagoening aad no one will believe her and the
perpeiraior is so wics and wall ¥kad out in the community that nio one is going 16 belisve the
victim. So & victioy ofter doesa’t gather evidence from the starg. © tived Illyveacs of it before
| started gathering evidence.

e Married women often don't qualify for tegal support and b tried fo run as much of vy family
faw court case by myself or with the heip of 2 para fegal. | didn’t get very good advice
because of this and didn’t submit 8 Form 4 1o the Federal Croutt Court with my first affidavit
and therefore Judge || < er addressed or took seriousiy my sitegations of
violenos towards my children. Getting proper legal regresenation that is affordable
prohibits women getting adegoate and professional good legal support and represendation,
We are usually disadvantaged fnancially and therefore legally. This was the case for me.
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L didn’t know everything  had to do and what to submit to court and how to senve someone
legally ryseif,

e The Chitd inclusive Conference reporter R =t the Federat Grouit Court did not
know how 1o interview chitdran with ||| NG 5075215 appropriately. She did not
probe them encugh to elict a6 the corect information off them. She didn't appesr o
understand what domestic violence does to victims in regards to the || EGTNGNGEGG
and children saving it was Glay for their Tather o pundhy thern and this wourt reporter not
seeing this as & sipn that the child is psychologically damaeed. She made my children clam
up instead of open up. She made them feel uncomfortable. She made e fesd
uncomioriable and insulted me 3nd siood over me addressing mie In 3 harassing belittling
and unsupgortive way just before | had to take my children home. She told me that fwas
the child abuser just before { had o take my chiidren home affer the day ot court. What was
the point of that? YWhat was she honing to achisve sending me home devastated and
demarsiised. ¥ was s child shuser ry she nat have fust put my children st rish. She was
horrible 1o me and it didn™ help me at 2l b el me feeling five V'd just been slapped inthe
face ang further abused.

e The whole court experience Magistrates and Federal Crouit Count s like a Turther experience
of domestic violence. While court vases go on and they goon forsuch s long ime fis like a
continuation of the domestic viclence and abuse. | felt so sicl end demoralised and afraid
and insulted and offended by the whaole experience. | have come to tell my friends that the
whole legal system IS NOT the justice system. | got no justice. {was abused by this system
and my intervention order in the end got watered down 1o just an intervention order for
myseif, and the perpeiralor got rewarded by gaining access o his children without having 1o
do a hMen's Behaviourai Change course, Post Separation Parerding Course {which we were
both erdered to do and § did straight away but he naver ended up doing and Judze [
R -<vcr checkad that he did it which § found unfair because § complied with everything
| was ever ashed {6 do because | shways do the right thing), be didn't have a psyche
assessmoant as 1 belisve he has mental peafth issues and § am st o this day afraid that he
might i6i my chiftdren in 3 whin because he has consisiently been sporadicaliy and
unpredictably sxplosively viclent. We never knew when i was coming. He threatened to
kili me and he threatenad 1o kifl hirnsel if he sver lost his Tamily. He has been out of work
for such a long time now. 4And he dossn’t have housing security any longer. He never had
supervised sccess gragduated before he gained some unsuperviced access. Bohe got
granted access despite the intervention Order § had for both myself and nwl kids and he
never had to prove anything to the ludee ||| R = jost had batter towyers. He
had a2 whole legal firm.

e Years hefore | took my children to the _Ehiir:i and Mental Health Service in
B - iosticated family therapy whare it came aut thet my family was lidagina
domastic viclence situation and the Psychologist [ G << wot trv o help me. |
had nstigated this request Tor her to help my family and when she learmned of the DV she
threatened me with reporting my family to Child Protective Services. Shedidn’tdo it
though. { didn’t find her conduct heiphul either way. | told her that Thild Protective Services

4
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was not going to do anything with my femily. { had come to her service for halp. My
children wars 28 clean and wall fad and hasithy and attending school a1 as they shouid ba. |
said to frer that this was no way for her to help me threastening me when | had come to her
for help. That was nof being helpful and would not encourage me to come back if alf 1 was
going 1o gat from her was thraats 5o she Sidnt not handie vy situation well. Parhaps she
should have reported my family as ot least there would have been some evidence and
maybe some truly helpfu action might have come of it

e When { first rang Child Protective Services on [ <o seoort the child abuse inmy
family { had already got an Interim Intervention Order and UPS said that they were satisfied |
was protecting my children. §was nof nnpressed or satisfiad with this responss from them
at all. They dida't investigate my sttuation, They did not keep an active case. | was vary
dismayed that CPS didn’t take the case serivusly and { was frustrated every time i rang them
thaf they would say that | had an intervantion order and that therefore thay were satisfied |
was daing sht | could to protect my chifidren. | never had any confidence in the intervention
Order in the first place. | wras just getting it 10 try 10 make the perpetyaior more
accountable, He never tonk any responsibility for anvihing he ever did. He was abeays in
denial that he did anything wrang. He always fled. He hasa't changed to this day. My only
saving grace is that my children are growing older and 1 hope they will be safer becausa of
that. Ry oldest is now not included in the family consent ordevs. He dossa't have 1o see
his father.

e The|EEC < and Mental Heaith Service did not help us build respeciful
family relationships. They only ended up diagnosing my voungest daughter with ||| IR
. 7his was 2l the help we got and then we were turfed rom the system with no
follow up.

* Each time | breached my ex. | would recelve z cail from the ] Fotice about support
for me and NG - < c2ii. | hod breached my sx several times and
developad Fost Traumaiic Siress Disorder and was by now bezging to g2t Domastic Viclence
Counseling as | had heart palpitations, shortness of breath, wanted to flee ever time my ex
was near, extreme startle reaction, felt sick and hypervigilance just driving around in my
neighbourhood where he alse ived. § had 1o beg for the Domestic Yiclence Covnseling and
even then | had o wait weeks and weels for it to stari.

my late s and § knew that Reat Estate Agents discriminate against single mothers. | didn’t
want to up heave my children from their schools and go to a women’s refuge. | knew they
were also hard to get into. This is wihy § never even dreamed of teaving. 1feltthad no
choice, no support and na help avstiable tome.

e |had seen a community legal aid worker years and and she said that because | was married
to him and he weas working { would not be sligible for any free legsl representation and it
was cost me 2 minimum of S5000 to end the marriage znd do property settiement and
farnily orders. 3o 1 couldn’t afford this and was put off lzaving yet again.

e thad seen a domestic victence servica in ||| G- 2tov Il = { had told

them abiout my OV situation 1o then and they said | could try i get an intervention arder
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but they didn’t think | had a strong case. That put me off doing anything absout my situation
25 waill,

e Recent evenis have seen the stripping away of accommodation options for soctety's most
vulnerable. Being aweare of this does not encourage 2 woman and family to lsave 2 domestic
viclenca situation.

e |alsothink it is despicable that | have 2 gag order on my while going through the family
court not to be able to report things in a3 newspaper or facebook or anywhere 1 chose fo seek
support. itismy dife. Why can't ) talk sbout Y Why can’t § guestion ¥ Why cant § seek
support?

¢ Irecalt a doctor at the || - B - ;i it ering anti
depressants 1o my ex. And § had 1o ring the doctor nwyself 1o tell him that ot the Gme my
husband was drinking sxcessive alcohol and was becoming sven more vislent and ageressive
and had the doctor explainad to my then husband that he shouldn’t drink while taking anti
depressanis. lasked the doctor 1o e him ihis. | don't even know i the dottor foliow up.
He put us alf at risk by not deating with rvy husband’s situation appropristety considering |
had informed this doctor that my then husband was rageful and aggressive.

e lreally think that there rneeds to be 2 change to the Federal Circuit Court fawdly law system
that makes it so patriarchal and givas abusers rights to their children supposediy in the best
interests of the children because they have the right to time with both parents, Children do
not thrive being away from the primary care giver. Ny children dida’t enjoy having ta sleep
at & strange place that was not their home,

s Paolice need to believe women mare. i we take the tine o come i and spend aver an hour
in the police station making a breach statement then there is a good reason for that. And
we women in these relationships are more ltkely to know that this perpetrator is deliberately
making these breaches of their intervention arders to see how far they can push us. To test
us 1o see if we will report thern. Yo try to st control us. 7o be in our faces no matter how
slight it might seem to the police.

2 The Police need 1o intervisw the perpetrator much more immediataly 3o that they learn that
there wiil be 2 fairly immediate conseguence to theilr breaching the intervention order. Rot
leaving interviewing the perpetrator 8 3 weeks later. That also made me the victim feel like
it didn’t matter o them.

= My son had his arm wrenched by his father on _ and § had myjoidest boys
make breach staterments the very next right when §earned of this. §wenl 1o FCCouri on the
o< - o e band to stop wie from trying to tell her
that { had breach statements from my sons that he had commitied another act of violence
against them. She said even if | had an application in case on myy desk right now your matter
would not be heard until after the final hearing. So she stopped me fram teliing her sbout
the violent act to one of my children. She didn’t want to hear it. This makes me feel fike the
whole system is futile and doesn’t care about the victims. It is 2l shout following formal
rules. it affords my children no protection and renders me powerfess when 3 judge holds up
her hand and telis me she can’t hear &
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= DOn this same day Tuesziavg_ 2 Juty lawyer told me thet if | take my
chitdren to the police station aff the time to male brezch statements apainst their father |
could ipse my children, | was gobsmacked, This was the first and only timea and | said that to
her and asted her what was | supposad o do —nofhing? 121 the children’s father gt away
with it. § had to oy to protect my children. How would it be if my children told me what he
had done and 1 did nothing about it. Do you think my children would continue to 2l me
when he does hurt them if they think i will do no govd. This whole experience wias heart
breaking for wmie. And in the and it did do themw no gosd to repost the vistence 1o the police
and they were not believed. 1 oy to think of that. My children were honest and told of the
bad thing their father had done and he got away with 3t svery o when | ivied o raise it
My children told someone — @ police officar aad they were not believed in the end. This
sends a very bad message to children. Where is the mandatory reporting responsibiiities.

e | wes told oy the second family cowrt reporter that what the children’s father was doing to
tham — things lika punthing a-y.o. a full on man punch {0 the stemadh, haat bulting my.
v.o. son [l i~ the head, dragging my [l v.0. son along carnet 7 mt. giving him carpet
buen g his hack, tedsting kis .\;‘J.‘r. san's arm were aif termed “lawdul chagtisement”. Whas
a name oiher than assaull. @ these things were done by an adult 1o snother adult they
would be up for assault. Why is it seen as okay for a parent to 8o Uus to their child and get
awey with it? Why? It is wrong. | don't want my children treated like this. They don't want
te be treated fike this. My oldest son used 1o 1ell me that when | disciplined them it was fair
and they knew they deserved the punishment but when their father did stuff they never
knew when it was coming and it was brutal’. This is what { mean about the perpetrator’s
violente baing unpredictable. How can brutal trestment ba “lawiul chastisament”. Thers
should not be 2 separate word for viclence to children. i is not fawfol. i is wicked to
condone this with a Jegal word that doesn't take into any consideration the mental anguish
of the child recaiving this treatmant and when the ¢hild does report it o not be believed is
further sbuse of the child. 1t is an cutrage.

e Yes domestic viclence counseliing and services need 1o be better funded and DY workers
should be listened 10 and sfiowed 1o help roore with days in couwrl A womaen having o go to
court alf on her owix because she has a lachk of support which is ofien the case, is despicable.

e Ry ex was nol made to do a behaviowr change program. He should have been. That might
have given me some comfort. | think it should ke given mandatory 1o svery man that has an
intervention crder taken out and alzo men where family law court sffidavits state that the
man/father was violent. it s a legal document. if 3 woman states the man was violent he
should have o do the course.

e | think my finally teking cut an intervention Order against avy ex. was the first real thing that
showed him that he could no ionger get away with that behaviour but it was me that had to
have the coursge fo stend up o him. By seeing that intervention Order slowdy being
eroded by pofice not following up quickly on reparted breaches and there being ne outcome
1o those breaches and finaily him wirming vig the children coming off the inderverdion order
at the iime of extention sends him 2 very bad message that he can get away with his bad
behaviour. { can't continue an with all the court cases as it was maldng me sick., However if
he hurts my children again | will have o go back and seek to gain a variakion to indude the

7
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children back on my order again. | may have to zo back to the family cowrt and get a
but § an fearning that that is prethy mesningiess to as the schools seem to notify the father
about every little thing and they are sending amails addressed to both of us in the same
istier. The sthools seem 1o have no idap of how Insppropriste that s

& | believe father's who are violent need to see that thers arc severe OONSeGUSnOes 1o their
violence fike losing access to their children. W is 2 big wake up call. | belisve after a period of
separation, 2 peyche review, beheviouy management course, parenting course for parents of
children with disabilities and greduated supervised access they access can then slowly
resume,

e Are you Wdding me? 0F course there sve coconomic and sods! factors that tend fo make
family viclenoce more ikely fo ocour. Mot having money to pay for lawyers because they are
50 expensive is prohibitve. And the socel factor 5 that women are more likely to be
subjected to that economic factor,

e My friend in Englend says that ¥ mren gre sware that 3 man i besting up s wite they would
take him aside and have 2 talk o Bim. 1 tred telfing my ex's father but he just cafied it
rowing and thought nothing of it 2nd never discouraged his son from being viclent {o us. He
turned a bling eve, | worlicd Bke to see & campaizn on television and evervwhere else that
sezs men telling other wen not 10 be viclerd towerds women snd chittren, Telfing them
that their behaviour is not okay. That they need 1o go and get helpy and {o offer to help them
find the help they need.

& We need more funting for DY saovices for men and women.,  Accomnodstion and
counselling. Even if | was never i hospital for the videnwe that | and my children had done
to us the psychological sbuse was far worse, went on longer and wes hogrific and | am
scarred and damazed goods now mentelly and i may iale me yaars i ever to get over what
he did to me and [ have had not validation from him. He never told me that what he did was
wrong and that he is sorry. | think there should be 12 step programs for viclent men. My ey
always Had, [ wouid e 1o bear him admit that and aii me 21l the things he did wrong and
to sy hie is sorry. That would hefp me heal, 1 § can't have that then as 2 victim of violence |
need an equivalent 12 siep program suited to vickims.,

o FEveryone buf mostly magistrates and judges nead 1o belleve women and children more.
Dot make i al so hand for us. We have been abused envogh sod when we aren’t believed
it is like we are being it or abused 3l over sgain.



