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EDIT: While I am writing this I am having a panic attack. My hands are shaking, I have a
pain across my chest and I have palpitations.

I again looked directly at the counsellor and said, “My husband is assaulting me. I am not
safe. I have to leave.” I pushed past my husband and left the room and sat in the corridor.
My husband was grinning. As I waited I knew that my husband was totally in control of the
situation. I waited 45 minutes. Finally the door opened and he walked past me. As he
walked past, he grinned at me and said, “Bitch!” I knew straight away that the counsellor
was wrapped around his little finger.

She called me inside and started with, “First of all, I would just like to know why, on the ....
(date) you did..... (purported action)? I asked her how she knew I did that. She said my
husband had told her all about it. I asked her how she knew that the incident was true. She
said my husband was very upset about it and she asked the question again. As we were there
for a COURT ORDERED REPORTABLE COUNSELLING ABOUT THE WELFARE OF
THE CHILDREN in a custody case, I asked her if in the 45 minutes he was with her, had he
discussed anything about the welfare of the children. She said no, he was too upset and they
hadn’t got on to discuss the children. I was amazed that she had no idea she was being
conned. I knew that my husband’s favourite saying during and after the marriage when I
tried to discuss any problems the children had was, “You wanted the kids. That’s your
problem!” I quietly explained to her that the only thing we were there to discuss was the
welfare of the children and that anything that may or may not have happened in the past was
irrelevant. 1 told her that as my husband had decided not to discuss the children and that she
had complied with his wishes, there was nothing for me to discuss with her and left. My
lawyer had to get her testimony struck out as a hostile witness. The end result was that I was
assaulted in the Family Court by court order and that the welfare of the children was never
considered.

This case was dragged out by my husband for more than a year to rack up costs and to
perpetuate the fear factor. On the night before the final court hearing my lawyer rang me and
said that my husband had sacked his lawyer and that he had said he wasn’t going in the
morning. I and my legal team still had to appear, and sure enough he didn’t turn up. It was
all a vicious game to hurt me and abuse me and run up my costs.

4. Make perpetrators accountable

When FV occurs the perpetrators must be charged. The perpetrators must be
removed from the family home. The victims and their children must be offered
support and systems to keep them safe. The voice of the children must be heard
and acted upon.

[ have lived for [lllyears knowing that there was someone in the world that hated me, that
wanted me dead and that wanted to and was capable of killing me. I have also lived knowing
that the father of my children was not interested in their welfare and that they had grown up
knowing he didn’t love them, while at the same time he was their male role model. I was not
responsible for my husband’s actions or his belief systems. These were already present
before I met him. There was nothing that I did or didn’t do that could make him assault me.
That was his own choice. I did not provoke him. He enjoyed hurting me and making me
scared. He enjoyed breaking my things and screaming at me. He believed he had a right to
do it. Ibelonged to him.
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personally listened to these women, as case after case is presented to them, they might
actually feel some empathy. Think of this as politician’s in-service training. The government
ministers however are only a small part of the problem. The actual power lays with the
government departmental staff. They will never give up their power and do something that
might affect their own personal power base with their wives and their jobs.

The most important thing that the government can do it to take a leadership role and set
“codes of conduct” for society that over rides all the un-written laws. For every reason
offered for not interfering, set a new code of conduct that society must follow. For example,
to the law “I mustn’t interfere” there needs to be a new law that states, “A true gentleman
would help a lady in distress”. I think there could be a whole campaign based on the word
“gentleman”. The word is simple but has value in our society. Male role models who behave
as gentlemen should be extolled. The violence of the football heroes needs to have some
competition. That may be a great problem with Murdoch and Packer filtering our news. |
don’t see them stopping their thirst for scandal and gore and violence and power to promote
“feminism”.

There needs to be a whole re-think about the role of courts and how easy it is for the
perpetrator to bring on court cases against their victims as a means of continuing the assault
under the guise of their “legal rights™.

There needs to be mandatory reporting the same as for child abuse. Police need to be better
trained and selected so that the “power over” bully boys are weeded out of the police services
dealing with women.

There needs to be community based agencies in regional areas that are properly funded to
cope with the huge numbers of victims. There needs to be funding to provide safety houses
where women can go or monitoring and surveillance systems set up at their homes with a
panic button connected to the police.

A registry of perpetrators needs to be set up so that police can keep track of where they are
and if they have started a new relationship. Police computer systems are now capable of
identifying a person from the car registration. This can then be set up with a warning to the
police that this person has an intervention order in place and they are within the precluded
distance from the victim’s home. It would be a simple procedure to write an app that would
do that.

In rural areas, perpetrators should be ordered to leave town, irrespective of employment or
family ties. At the moment it is still the woman who must flee and leave her job, her friends
and uproot her children from their school and their friends. This begins a whole cycle of
poverty, trauma and homelessness. Society sees this as simply a necessary thing to do to
keep her safe. | think that this is just victimising the victims. If the government is really
serious about FV and really believes it is a crime, make the perpetrator move and not go
within 5km of the town.








