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Making people who have been violent accountable and helping them to change their
behavior

Early intervention and access to support services is essential in changing violent behavior. The
underlying issues that lead to family violence such as drug abuse and mental health issues need
to be addressed and dealt with at the same time as the civil IVO and criminal charges are
pursued. More investigation needs to be done into the possibility of making it a condition of an
IVO or CCO that attendance and completion of anger management, drug rehabilitation etc be
completed.

There should also be access to these programs in jail for prisoners convicted of or facing a
sentence for family violence to attend.

There needs to be more funding for support services and more availability of services to all
parties involved in family violence. Information on these services should be provided by police to
all parties involved in family violence matters at the time of the incident and appropriate
referrals should be made as necessary.

General

In summary, I believe the following needs to be addressed to be able to fully understand and
respond to the issue of family violence in the Victorian community:

e  Early intervention in family viclence matters by police and a timely response by the
Courts to IVO applications and criminal proceedings

e Early intervention to address the underlying issues of family violence such as mental
health, drug issues etc. and timely and appropriate referrals to support services for all
parties involved

¢ Co-ordinated specialist police case management of family violence matters

¢ Family violence matters be heard only by specialist family violence courts that provide
trained court staff and access to support service information and referrals

¢ Mandatory reporting of suspected family violence by medical practitioners and schools

e Better access to material providing information on what constitutes family violence and
the available support services for all parties involved. Printed information should be
easily accessible from Police Stations, Courts, Medical Centers / Hospitals, schools,
pharmacies etc.

e A national advertising campaign to inform people of what constitutes family violence,
the new police code of conduct for investigation into family violence and what powers
the police and courts have to deal with these matters and information on support
services available to all parties involved in these matters

¢ Encourage members of the public to report family violence matters they may have
witnessed or suspect of having occurred.

e Provide family violence education in schools that encourages students to treat people
with respect in all forms of relationships

o Increased funding and availability of support services and education programs aimed at
reducing family violence in the community





