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Royal Commission into Family Violence
To whom it may concern,

After working with woman for the last three years as a Domestic Violence case worker/counsellor |
have found a few issues arising systematically with woman.

Intervention orders

1. When a woman applies for an 1.0 she should not have to pay to protect herself, some
lawyers make a great market out of woman who do not have a pension or health care card
yet are struggling financially due to domestic violence.

2. Reporting to police a breach of the intervention order; a lot of women have stated to me
that its very confronting, time consuming and that they feel like they are held accountable
for the perpetrator’s behaviour. Once the breach is reported a woman would need to be
informed what stage the police are at in their investigation rather than telling the woman
nothing, this does not encourage reporting breaches, it enables a woman to feel she is
wasting her time reporting as nothing seems to be happening.

3. Police arresting the perpetrator especially after assault against the woman, then releasing
the perp on bail the same day due to the magistrate not being very educated about intimate
partner violence or as usual holding the woman accountable.

4. How can a man apply for an intervention order against a woman if he has been charged for

5. MEDIA

The Warrnambool Standard Newspaper names and shames criminals in the newspaper. The
standard has big write ups regarding what a perpetrator done to the woman. The standard
then allows the whole community to know who the victim is by naming the perp. Many
woman are so ashamed of this and cannot feel safe reporting to police due to perp naming
in the newspaper she may have children who don’t need to be shunned publically by the
community because of what a perpetrator has done. Its not about protecting the perp its
about protecting the woman and children’s rights to privacy.

6. Department of Human Services Child Protection:
Major issues with woman having their children removed by DHHSCP and then DHHSCP
putting the children in the care of the perpetrator (even perpetrator’s who have been
charged with assault against the woman are given the opportunity to exert their power and
control over the woman, how this happens is beyond my understanding) . Why would this
be happening? The perpetrator is very good at being Mr perfect who does not wrong, Mr
Charismatic who persuades the system to his side. The best interests of the children are
important however if a child is removed and the woman states she is a victim of domestic
violence then at least Child Protection practitioners need to move aside their personal
beliefs and investigate further to meet the best interests of the child. Why are DHHSCP
practitioners not taking a stand against Domestic violence? Why are these key workers not
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