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DU MEST IC \1101 EN'IJ:E 

Y e s , I f u 1 J y re a l i z e n o w t h fl t I w u s i n d t~ e d s u b .1 e c t e d t o i t f o r 
inony years. I enrlured then, because I truJy Joved (<'Ind still do) 
my l;,t.e 1 st husband, ns 1 am sure it wfls t.o do ,•·it.ha mental 
illness, alt.huugh in those days I thought it was mure tlJ de, with 
his war-neurosis nnrl his tablets/medications t.ryin~ to treat.

1
his 

war injuries, etc. 

1·/hen I first met him at. a Cit.y (Me] bourne) riance-hnl .l, we chatted 
quite a lot, over about a month or so of regnlar.ly seeir•g each uther 
at that pnrticulnr venue. lie! Haid he was from - · where he'ri. 
b,'!en working as c1 travelling for fl firm t.hat 
sent him up and down the P.ast coast a I.J<'~come t.i red of 
"being cooked" around northern - . the way up the coast 
o f , s o had c o me t o Me 1 b 1... u rn e f o c a c ha n g e , and go t a 
different ,job. l!e also said he was divorced, had a family in-
somewhere 11 that he never saw, ever, because they ' d moved out ~ 
l e f t h i m 11 

, so he d id I n t kn O W W T{c re t h e y W e re n OW • ! I e a d d -~ d h e d i<i n I t 
know anyone now, except me and his work-mates anfl was very lonely. 

Th is w a s in l! a r 1 y - an d o v e r en s u in g wee k s I q u i c k l y f e l ~ f o r 
his total charm, easy-guing l\'ay, thought.fu1mess nnd loving (towards 
me) manner. I soon introduced him to my family, who were quite 
w u n -o v e r a 1 I ro un d • He to 1 rl us he w c1 s - Au s t. • r1; a v y , n l so e x - B r i t. i s h 
Novy, which he had joined for the sl.f1rt <Jf the 2nd ,1 .11'., ns he ' d 
been on a l:lritish Merchon.t_ ship, and hod IJeen told (along with uther·s 
in thu same crew) to NOT return to Austral in to J(jin up, but to join 
t. he b r i t ls h F..., re e s • n s in . " sec on din g" t. l1 t. he 111 • Th is he ' --1 d on e an :1 
been ''inva.lid,!d'',,iventuf!Jly,frorn t.h British f'.:avy M1rl,aJong with his 
t h e n f r i t i s h w i f' e a n d. fa 111 i I y , h , i d r· e t 11 r n e rJ t. o ·\ 11 R t ra l i a a f t e r 1'i a r ' s e n d • 

",' e be o l'l. m ·~ en ? a f! e d a t C !i r i s t nw s - an d t he n ma r r i e d i'I t. 
- In a .1 I u f t h i:i t I i r~ .,_. 1 , I I fl d n o t h in g h 11 t. n v e r .Y p ~ '\ c e f u J , It a p r y 
relationship. Thi,; cont.inucrt all t.hr,:;ugh the fo!Jowin.~ y ars, th(1ugh 
F. 1,c1s pl:-1gued, fr"m t.im to time, wit.h vario11~ veriuds of poor 
henJth, where he hnd t.o gu into lluspitaJ, •.•.'here 
:lifferent medications wer:'! t.ri,~d out - som,~ disagr.~eing bcidl.y with him, 
an rl put. t. in g h i ,11 buck into lw spit a I • 

li(! cc,nt.inuerl his v,nrk HS a , Out seem,~d tu have trouble 
1n ho Id in g down a job for 1 c;n g,~ r than n f.-·w months, but. u t.l,e rwi se 
it was n serene relationship. P,y aroun,j - we were in our own 

n ~ w l y b u i l t h <, use , w h i c h w a s 1 i t e ra l I y H ro o f on f o u r w c1 1 l s an d a 
flour, plunked on o rough block of land. r.:nt.husiastica) ly nnd with 
h,ving care, F. proce··ded to work on and aru1..1nd the place in ':very 
spnr·e 111ument tCJ turn the rough she I 1 into a Juvely, comfort.ah.le, 
convenient HOME. He was unstoppable in all his efforts , and as we 
were both working we were uble to do what we wanterl, buy what was 
n•!edi:ri and even holiday ns we liked and enjoyed. 

In - a~ jub(he h.1d st.arted)required us to move t.o for 
sever·el :11onths, as F. w11s cn~>;aged as Sit.e J;1anuger for t.t,at cu1n 1.1ar,y ' s 
pro,1ect in that City. It was a de,11anding position. As usunl, F. gave 
i t Iii s A I . L , a g a in t o t h e c o s t o f h i s he a _I t. h n n d a n o t ii ~ r t r: i p t u t h e 
Re pat • 

1n our lst. riaughter was !,orn, with anotter in - · I wus then 
a sttiy-at-h,Jme-mum, but had t.o quickly, in - put both girls into 
a private chilrl-car(! situntion, anrl b.gin .f'ull-time work, us F., 
hflving failed to now kee n regul:ir .iob - l thought due to h.,alth, 
but now wonder - had started up his own business an1l vu! just c:ouJ,i not 
m1~<!t living- costs, rnortg·age pnym.:!nts and were financially in real 
t ro u lJ J e • I '1. 
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1 had been for·oed to borrow money frolll my cL:ar uncle to tide us over, 
f re q u en t l y and t h is j u s t c o u l d n u t con t i n ue • 

2 • 

Uur children, in - were beginning to become "little peopl·~" and what 
with the need to get them to vnr·ious places at variuu~ time, plus the 
ageing and frailty of my dear •not.her and her brother (qiy uncle), I 
was always "on the run" outside of wurking hours, J now wonder if this 
"dug" up a hidden mental i1 lne. s in F. nnd unP-lfl:8hed his reaction/son 
my 1msuspecti11g s~lf. 

I beran to notice that after I had been occupied runnirig here and there 
for one thing and onother, then 1 would he suddenly pwakened in the 
early hours oft.he morning by h.aring F. "prowling" in and out of uur 
bedruum and the lounge and hatl areas. Conc~rnei:I that the children 
not. be disturbed, or upset, 1 wou.lrl go out to hi111, only to be confronted 
w it h s he e r ra g e o f a t. y p e to ta l 1 y · un kn own to me • B l a z in g eye s and 
shouting, he would storm at me for coming t.u ''find him", regardless of 
iny µ.leading l was CiNlY concerned at him not sleeping. 11,! ' rl shuut within 
inches of my face, then give me a solid blow tu the side of my head, 
then stamp off back to the bedroom, get into bed, und by the t.ime I had 
recovered myself enough le, return t,i the bedroom, he wouJd be sound 
asleep and snoring. f\.:ext morning, hr! was his normal, quiet, amiable 
self, with no sign and no mention of the night's EVENT. ;\fter a 
cuup}e of these episodes, I com111ented one morning, very quietly, "How 
is it you' re not sleeping well these ctays?" 1 was greeted with a Jook 
of utter astunishment and the rer>JY "'f.'hat ARE you talking about? Didn't 
you notice me there in bed? l'm sl·~e r ing V 1~RY well these days, thank 
y o u '. 11 l w a s n o t h i , g , i f n o t t o t a 1 I y be w il d e re d • 

B l o w s t o, e h e o d w e l 1 c o v e red w it h h n i r d o N O 1' S 110 W U P • I t ' s on 1 y w h e n 
one connected with my face that one showed up. lie had cau:~ht me there, 
whl!n l'd (in the usmil wee smaJ 1 hours) tried to dodge a hend-blow. 
I went t.o my lady rlocto r, in pat.in. 1\n X- 1 ay showed a fractured right 
cheek-bone an.Ja rapidly colouring black-eye. At work ant.I around the 
neighbours and my family, I admitted to a slip on the wet concrete 
path, causing me to fall against. t.he back wooden steps - hence the 
l o v e l y b 1 a c k - e y e • •· • , d e e p l y c o n c e rn e d , i m rn e d i a t e l y f n s t e n e d a n o I d 
piece of carpet to the supposedly slippery path anrl, kissin g my eye 
gently, told me to he rnure care f u l'.?'. No memory, opparently, of the 
head-blow. And the head-blows continued, whenever. 

111 our well-heeled days, we had purchased a small caravan. so in my 
ho I i rl a y s , we reg u I a rl y n l 1 ,., en t "way on h 1., l i rt a y - us ua l I y tu w a rd s 

- and - ' The CRn1van p ,") rks we 
frequented were usually well-run and family-type p Jaces, but on odd 
times ·e found hooligan-type bchuviuurs, whioh always worried F. nnd 
mude hi,TI beligerant. Jtwas somewhere in the early - ·s that F. then 
bought himself and (in bush areas) practised (or re-newed) his skills 
with a doub}e-b,~rrelled shotgun. I didn ' t .likl! t.hat ON!~ BIT. He got hi'5 
1 icence and took il everywhere, cJ.nd it I ived parked ai~ainst the wal 1 at 
his bedside. NUW, that article began to rule our lives. 

ll'ith both Jl.hil:lren at Primary School, nnd after a rwrr.n NIGHT of F.' s 
"prowling'' ending, as usual in the hel:ld-hlow (where hair was) I decided 
J • d had enough • It was , 1 thin k, just on i:, aster. as 1 had se ve ra I ri a y s 
leflve. 1 told lovely Mrs. w. when I picked U!) the childr,!n fro111 her, 

a ru un d 6 p • m • 1 '.':AS J • n v in g F. and so a s n o t to upset 10 y age in g fa m i J y 
was f.uing to a ~1 utel tu think thins over. She sympathised (being a 
deserted wife, bringing up her two ahildren). I went to a sub.urban rnotel 
a n d ra n g rn y f u m i I y , t o l d t h e m 1 ' d J e f t F • a n o t e f o r w he n h e go t h o m e • 
They said worriedly they knew aJ!'eady. F.',i fllready rung them, fr·antic 
and was begging th ,m tu usk me to forgive whatev~r h~'d done, ,•s l!E 
OIJT\1 1 '1' KN01¥, and h-: ll•ved us all so much, it was br·eaking his hl'!art. It 
h rci k e rn y h e a rt , to o , {j s I I o v e d t h e m a n a s h c n o r ma l I y w a s • My d u c t o r 
thought it was war-neurosis, also F.'s doctor, whom I ' d also spoken to, 
thought I was over-reacting to his war-neurosis. ,~v,!ryone secm~d to 
think 1 was over-reacting - I guess now because 1 WAS COVERING UP SI MUCH 
FGR SU J(l'G, TU ,.Vi~ 1 YBOOY. F. rung me at the motel (my family gave him 
the numb~r), he was in tears. After few days, 1 went back. 3. 
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3. 

It 1•:ns o t0Arful reunion. We hugged. He said t.hf! children and I were 
nis total life and without us h'! wc,uld not be able tc, continue Jiving. 
l genuinely thought perhaps I'd better try again tu live with what 
·i!veryone said was his war-neuorsis. ns he remainerl a loving, cnring 
family man, NORMALLY. However, what I was NOT AWA 1 .. ~ OF, was the faot 
tha.t frequently, when on his own with the chilriren, he often yelled 
at them for minor mishaps, frightening them greatly. They said nothing 
to nH~ , J kn u w now he t h r~ a ten e d the 111 n 1J t to t. e l l , but 1 f u un d ma r k s 
Lin ruy yuunger one ' s legs, which I Just thuught \';fls caused by h,~r being 
her usuul rather tumbling around self, but now beJiev~ were "hit marks" 
caused by something possibly wooden. l have Nl;T O l~C(l.!9:SEJ) A.~'Y OF. HIS 

she is ve ry s .1 i g h t l y 

1\s the years passed, f, continued for a while running his own b11sinei.s 
a!1d •r.y family 1°er~ beeoming mure frail/!, ageing. I soon found it wns 
bett.er to ''rfelegr,t.:" the- lo\lely neighbours c.leos~ c1ro11nd where my motl,er 
and 1incle lived, t.hcrn tu pup dt,wn t.u their (nut-frir-ciway) sub11rb. Tl,e 
:Hust.Jy widowed ladies were un,Iy too hnppy "t.o t.i,ke the weight off", as 
t hey s o k i 11 d l y s a i rl a h u 11 t ~ ,an y u b I i g a t i on s u f" t h e l i t t.1 e u n ':! s , fl s i c k 
husbrind and a full-time job". ',u unspr.alrn!Jly r·rat.eful to them all. 

F • w c1 s b e c o m i n g c (\ n c c rn e d a t my u n p re d i c t n b J e w o r k - J o a d a t Ill y w o r k p 1 a c e • 
I was, too. 1\'hile he was in histt\oving husband" mode, he sai1 "If you 
d l' n ' t re s i gn f ru III that s lave -d r iv in g mob , I' I I ri o it for you'." I wa s 
alr(~ady quietly looking for i:lnot.her Job and it wa~n ' t lung before l gut 
one - even closer to home, a higher· wage, iruo<l hours (promised) and a 
mo~t CflJ'ing "hoss". I resip:ne.-J from th • "slave-mob" and very happily 
s :~ t t 1 e d in t Q t he n e w ,J o I, • ] t w a s fl ii re a m , a f t e r t It e ,! a r J i e r on e • Eve r y 
f 111o nt.hs the boss woulri t.hrow a smnll dinner ( hP.rberp1e at his hor,._._;rnd 
w.'! stnff wu1dd enjoy a pJeasant.,social, g-etting-to-know-everyone-fcw
hours. I manar,,~d to get. F. to accom 11any me several t.i:n-:!s :1nrl',be charmed 
them all, as •tsual. I was having troubJe with my frai I yc,unger girl's 
h~al th and iny family-minrieri Boss insisted I he alJow~d to take her to 
any appuintment./s, <1t1d then mak~ up the time as it suited me. So J. UCKY!! 
THAT way, at any rate, 

NUT r\l WAYS T Huh1E. The shotgun RUt:.;;o. Suddenly, 1 was fieing awakened 
from a dectd, sound, exhausted sleep by the icey-cold double-bP.rrel l being 
pushed hard against my forehead, g, t.he SCJtrnd of the 11 safety" being drawn 
1.Jnck. NUT guvd for the heart'. Or· t.he I.error ill I.he tum my ~ I would be 
confront.eel by E.1 fl:lce i did NOT KNOW, with eyes of L1TT~R H',]i>!~DIBIE HATE 
directed nt me. A Jow··~snarling-ab~se commenced:. "You bitch, you whore-: 
you s l ag ~ Doing what you usuol ly do, 1111 ~ ...t;J. 1, l'rn going tu stop it ~Now ~' 
'itunned, l would gt1sp out my naine WAS NOT - ~ f\nrl whnt was be taJking 
cJbout, t.hflt l ' d done? !lis snarl was a lways the same. I did know and I 
AJ.l'iAY .i; kept. <iu ing it. to him'. I 'rt beg and pier-id ,rnr! prH~t.ical Iy have to 
kiss the floor in front of him vn my knees, before he ' d S\J'idenly walk 
away, put the:: gun rlow11 beside the bed, get in, unri be asleep before I 
knew it. Alarmed, as this behaviour t)egan pupping up ,·.,hen~ver, I flsked 
th(! police iny positiun. They said, ~!.'!_..2I--1..2.E..!: 11 1' . ..1gh·, Jes. BUT', WE 
actua.lly .C M! ' T du £rnyt.hing unless he rJRi:;s it nnd damages someone '." VE"R.Y 
c o ,~ f o rt in g - N (J T : I c u n t a c t e d h i s ( t h en ) d o c to ii., r, t t he !' e r a t. , who s a i rl 
Tl![{Y had not seen any of 'l'l!AT attitude \\\'Y time he w1:1s there, so could 
nvt offer any advice. & he ' d just be tok~n in when his health ''l'l!- Lind. 

So, nll U,ruugli the - ·s th,,t pat.tern contin11ed, It. was 1\11\'AY<:; di_!'_:.~.!-~ 
at me, after I'd been closely involved with either t.h e .1;ir.ls , or ~ ngeing 

fa1nily. 'l'Ht·:N, the rtb;;se wuu.ld incJ urie "l k.now aJ l thi'se ot. hers, - ·· 1\nd 
l 1 1n going for them with this gun~ /dl l•f them~" Naturally, I felt it was 
the gir l s~- my oldies at risk. a s t.l ,e abuse wo11ld fr~q11ent.Jy incJude the 
wo rd s "If yo u eve r l enve me , I' m guing n ft e r them a JJ with this gun '." 

Aruund - · vltr eldest lwd Jcft. school, rh.,ne office training .:1nd gc.t a 
.iob. but our home was NOT peacef1;l. F. ' s health 11'f1s poo r, h e 'rl ~topped 
work.ing end we were rill literal Jy "tr·~ading !'lru11nd him on e ggshell~ ", 
n e \/ e r kn (J W in g W ha t. II fl Uk ' ,. W lJ ll j d In a k e h i lfJ 17, ra b the gun f) n O 't I) C .. a·tih1 us 
w i t h i t , 0 u r e J r( e r m o ,11.~ rl c, 11 t ( ra n R v1 a y , a c t. t: n J l y ) tu I i v e w i t. b a· · f r i end ' s 
f1:1mily nnd our younger ,vas in nnd out uf hospi1al with--· 

/It-. 
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4 • 
•ould 1~ow say my worries abc..ut. family grecd.ly iricr·~E,sed. Our elder 

girl hF,d moved ,,way frc;m her fri e nds ' hcme. 1 •NHS not nJweys sure 
where she wf!s. I knew F. h1:1d nulled the' gun on her, how often I 
didn't .know, so I gue-ss I co,:Jrt not wonder th,:d. she'<l heen evr.sive. 
I Wi:ls horrifierl when I got a phone-calJ, at ho111e, fro•n t.h~ Ra ,e Unit 
o f • ( I t h in k ) • F ro m t. h e re , s h e ,. e n t t u 
fur a while, then I Jost track of her again • .ln the mf!antirne, F., 
o u r y c un g e r g i r J , n n d my rn o t he r we re in and o u t o f v a r i u us ho s pi t. R 1 s , 
rind I wns st.iJ l working fuJJ-time. AND the gun-abuse in the wee small 
hoµ rs c un tin ued , A FTE'R l' d .£!~~.E.!~~.!: with either our - ,, i · 1 s , ~ 111y 
family. 

F., our younger girl, a_nrl my mother were u} l c..ut uf hospital when I 
g u t a c a l 1 to p l c k 11 r "' ... pr. 1 d e r , 11 s s h e ·-~ a s q u i t e i l l an tl n e e d d c a re • 
l drove tu get her, hrill'g her home,,:. put her to bed. i.Jur younger soi~ 
quite firmly Slit. would look after her anrl she di·-1. F. was the loving, 
caring parent at the time and ogreed with all we sairl anrl did. I think 
it would have been early - , by then. unce improved arr'! l,ack on her 
feet, (JL1r e l der so11ght and ac(luir·ed sor:1e social help It guidance, where 
she met up with other ,young people around her own age. She met and 
began keeping cc;mr>any with a cheerful, po J ite, young ··ian f'rofTI the 
local ar,~a and before Jong they sairl they were marrying on her-
b i rt hd a y • 

She flr:d hr::r husb;rnd were set.tJ ed in their rented home, had nnrounce.d 
tl,ey were exp,t..cting a l,aby and 1..he PoJ ice wel'e present.ing a Court Case 
fur the v rsi<.in of the Rape Case being hrought up, when I was forced 
tc- plnce my un.weJl niother into a Jocal Nursing Home. Uur younger w,is 
once again in hospital. F. and I discussed ev~ryt.hing, FI!'- is only fuir, 
and l was :rnxious to c1t.tenrl Court, tu suprort my pregnant girl. S~dly, 
that brought riuwn (that night) a sereaming tirad~ uf abuse., the gun 
forcing my head back on the pillow, while t.hreF1tening that if I went. 
to Court with t h o seo the rs, 11 that w1..·ulcl be the last days of our lives, 
as he'd be "wiping us out", a Jong with anyone else in the way-;: I then 
thought of 111y yuunger claught.er anrl. my frail eld .rs. Next morning, from 
work, I rang my newly acquired sCln- in -lnw ' s mother and _begged her to 
stand in fur me. She agreed and did so. NOT a ~cud move, as it happened, 
but that ' s AN(, T HER s tu ry'. 

F. expt'essed total amA7ement when I said I was net going to Court,aft.er 
all. llowever, f!gairi t.htd. night, there was the "prowling". more gun 
a b u s e , b t t h i s t i 111 e ·1 ~ o t. a go o rl " ha c k , on t he s id e o f t. h e h e ad , f ro m 
the l>arrel1 as well. ~ly nerves were not good, by this time - even my 
nice boss cow,nented, enquiring if 1 was well,"lls I seemed very tense". 
I moved out of 11, r· bedro,im and into c,ur younger's empty room. F. w,de 
n o c u ITI men t on t. h is f o r u w b i l e , t hen on e n i g h t , l t h in k , by n ow i t w 2 s 
- learJy), the dour wns bashed open (we had no Jocks, Just a rloor
handle) and 85 l soddenly awoke and started up in bed, alarmed, he 
flew at me, with our very sharp kitchen earving knife, which he then 
stuck into :ny thruat., then began sawing mot. ion. Al 1 that ...J..i.ille, I got. 
the HATE-twisted face and the ~ccusation of being "BitQh - ". lie 
snarled any more "trouble" from rne r,nd I'd be loc..kinp at m~bJood 
while 1 died. Oor yr,1mger girl wns ln hospital. I'd had ?tro MUCH,now. 
Before l left fur work, 1 gathered u few thinr{s for her and myself, 
while F. slept soundly, then went tu work, from wht~re J. rang ,i.• unole-". 
,fter work, I got a hire-van in a carav,rn pArk locally, anr.l J.'d 

already told my boss·, so they were pr,pared, when F. t11rned up at 
tltc premises n·:!Xt day, frightening the girls in Recent.ion by bashing 
on 1..he window with the gun. Boss and our Chief Accountant. both went out 
t c h i Pl , t re a t in g h i m w i t. h gen t. l e , f i rm , in s i t. e n c I? ( t he y kn e w he w a s a 
returned Serviceman) t.hot. he r,ut the gun away nnd ,o borne and rest, as 
they didn't want. the roJ ice invulveo, whioh '.\'OlJLU have to happen, as 
they didn't want their staff threatened. lle listened and went home,but 
then (so I wos told by the Nursing Home where my mother was) went. there 
and raged around the ~eception Aren, demandjng to knew where SHE wa~. 
They c a l I e d t. he Po 1 i c e and ...!:~~so o t he rt h i m An d co a '.'< e .-1 h i m t. o go ho me • 

/5. 
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By n o "" , l 'd we, r k e cl o u t 
P R !~ c; El'I GE t ha t a f f e c t e d 
WAS NO THIGCirn. 

that it most surely was r,n;: AND MY COJ\:STANT 
F.'s behaviour. If I WASN ' T there, there 

Fee J in g s 11 re o f t h i s , l con ta c t e d .o 11 r e l d e r cl a 11 _g h t e r • w h u , a l on g 
with her supportive n1!W hushnnd wo1tld HOP1FlllJY, P(!~<:;]BTY, he able 
to keep an eye on the man (the NuPr'AT CNI~) 1 did love, always. 

5 • 

She and h~r husband did this, und somehow it all worked, fvr the 
next several years, nnd act110J J.y right up unti] eventual 1Jipassed 
a w a y in - , in l l u s p i t a l • l N f~ V ::. "R so ugh t d iv o' re e , e v e r • 

should add, after t.he knife episode, my r!octo r iJ JO ngree it wus high 
time to take myseJf and our younger gir] out cf the continual 
truuma •. \Js<>, as l di!:icnssed, over the phone, the situation with 
t he ~e p a t • d u c t o r s , t h e y , t o c., , a g re e d t h a t I re a l l y h n d n o c h cii c e 
but to du the obviously 1"1<:;8 thing - even though TW~Y'D c;EEN NO 
S l GN .', (J F I T ', ~ 

Reading up about other people in sirniJ;~r situations, lam sure it 
was NGT just war-neurosis, or bi-polnr b haviour, or manic 
depression. The TIWEE people I lived with, in the latter part uf 
our marriage WERE three different nersonalities - the viciLUS TWO 
being t rigge re<i by m; Al.ON g, for sume IJN KNOWN R'~A SON. 

N ow , I re f e r tu t h em. a s P e r son " A " , t. he I o v in g , c a r in g , um i c1 b l e 
o n e ; P e r so n '' B " , t Ii e ru g in ~ , g II n - w a v in g c, n e ; P e r s on " C " , t h e 
in s an e l y h tl t e - f i l 1 e rt o n e c a 1 I in g 111 e 11 

... 
1 

• 

Even my - cat knt>w th~ difference. 1''hen Person Awns around, 
Puss was happy, diggi1qr srnaJ l si.lver-paper halls uut of F.'s 
truuser pocket, to be thrown for p]aying with. When I>erson B 
showed, Puss ran from the room, down to another part of the house, 
with ears held sideways. When Per!:ion C showed, Puss fir!';t spat, then 
hissed, helrt ears flnt to the head, then craw.led fast on his belly 
to the front dour, sCrf!aming (~s a - can scream) to gu out 
i m m e d i a t e l y • I t h i n I< t ha t s a y s ra t. he r a 1 o t • 

lt WAS a difficult decision t.o Jenve o (then l . year marri:,1ge, as 
when F. was Person " A" , he wr,s the dearest per~on, to 1n~. I h,!sit;1te•i 
fvr so lon°· because I feared he would cnrry out his thrents to "come 
~ft.er" precious memb _ rs uf' ovr fAmi)y if I ''removed'' 111ys,>.lf. In those 
days I rio not reir.embcr c1ny Wu111ens ' Surport (for ANYJ'lll~:r;) Groups 
b e in r. a ro II n cl • 1 t, h ;1 s a J s o t. a k e n me s o m e y c a r s t u t r y a n ri ma k ~ s e n s e o f 
what I was m:KNl1\11 JN<;1 Y deaJ in g with, FIS I .iust kept !loping it would 
a 11 pass • 

] du recall thnt se v ·~ ra.1 uf unr good fri~nr.ls (former close nei1i;hhours 1 
O lD r a t h e r s ud d e n l y m o v e a w a y u v e r j u s t a c o u r l e u f y e a r s • T m m c d i a t e I y 
opposite, with 2 ]itt.lies, went first. 1hen tu the left, next door, 
also witl1 2 littJi ,.. s ne~t. ?tnrl then to the right, next. door, with 3 
teena~,~rs, went. They all prumised, when saying they wer-e moving, 
to send their new address. THAT never happened. 1 nuw believe they 
perhaps harl "run-ins", unknown tome-: I also heard, lnter, tlrnt F. 
had often run c,ut, with the gun, to chase children from in front of 
the huuses - ours and the close ones, snd that the Pulice hnd been 
call<!d about it. F. lv:,d thus been "warned" several times about it. 
In Uit•:r years, I have fuund (so far) l wns, possibly, his 4th wife, 
n n ci U T Ii is 2n d • A I 8 u , 3 rd? e l d e r r1 tt ,~ au g I; t II p w .i t h us 8· we a re 
i n tu u c h w i t h rn e m be 1 • s o f h i s ( 3 rd ? ) ...... nll:l r r i a g e • 'l a u g Ii t e r T • 
ma,le the commer,t to 1>1e, one time, t.hat,as kids,she and her y(1unger 
sister used to h_ar F'.'s footstep "coming up the side poth of the house, 
c1nd we ' d just then clutch eflch ut er nnd stnrt to shiver." They DID 
know happier times, as their mother re-marrieri And they wer,~ a,fo,ted by 
o man t he y a I l g re w t o l o v e v e r y m u c h • 

/6. 



- --------- -------~-----------------S~UBM.0296.001.0006 

So, the regrettal.1ly U)~!f: preceding stor·y is tr11Jy one uf l)omnst.ic 
" i o J en c e • b u t n u t f' ru n1 b 11 .l l y in g , b a, I t e :11 pe r , u r a I c o h o l • I t ha s 

tu du w i t h ~·1 en t O'l J l 1 Jn e s s , t ho II g h I ' m no t s u re w h n t. k. in rl • 

In all fairness, 1 must advise U,nt F. hnd o f~ir]y trnumntic child-
houd, along- with his brother. lie told me his mother "'as brought 
up by HER grandmother, and he 1<ne~1 not.hirqr of r.mR pnrents. llis 
mother (whose nn1ne was - wr1s then wirlowed in t.he l st torld W:'lr 
ftnd had to wu rk t.o support thern. She could nut n lwnys t.a ke her 
children t.o her work - or perhnps preferred not to - 85 she usually 
wr,s employed on out.lying sheer or cnttle st.nt.iuns c•s n cook/huuse-

6. 

k e e p e r • c.; o , t h e t. w u b o y s w e r e u s u a J I y f u s t e re d - o 11 t , w he r e s <J me t i me s 
fusll!rpr1r·~:nls were kind ,ind sometimes NOT. !le rccal Jeri iH!ing chased 
and hit with brooms and tree-branches. Also, once or twice, they 
harl been p.lacect with the Sa J vat. ion 1\rmy' s Buys' Horne, in -
s0 mew he r·e • 

lie said he touk off tts fl - ns soon f.1S he 
t iine he a poa rentJy did an 
i1·here ur when. Then, •1•hen the 2nd w.w. 

- sliips forcunvuys, r1nd t.r·nvelled 
...... ,J ft •.I up to I lr ! w t1 s a 

cuuld, though at. some 
- l d u n ' t. kn u w 
Wfl s often en 

~ urse uf the trips wns wu11nded. ffe liad schro lm,~J in his b.ick, 
whiJh co1i!rl nut be safely removed P.nd suffer,!d fro111 it with 
difficulty in his Ji,11bs. When thin~s got too ttnb•·a:rnble, he wuu]d 
hav1! tu spend ti,no in the tlepat.. Hospital, where differ~nt t.l'~atmcnts 
were und,!rgune, to t.ry ond e;;ise the t.r0ul.JJe. ,\,, mentioned earlier, 
some "new" medicines violently up:'iet hi!ll an'l he'd I'<~ r11shed back fhcr'.!. 

,\11 of t.h~ nbove IL-\S to hc1ve some ~ff,!cts on a person's mentvJ wetl
being an·l I know nothing ahont t.he gen,~iics involved. Whether there 
were "stre1tks of instablJity ur .ins~nity" way l>ack, un one parent's 
bloodline, or t.he other's, we dun't know. A!sv, 111.-iybe the "new'' 
treatm<!nts, pills, powders, potions, rnay have small bearit:1,\~S. 

:rnl\T.<\I H!~i\LTH is a continuing issue with ,.nl. (;c,vf~PN•Mt,;Nr q , Stnt.e and 
Federal. ~,nd to my continuing horror and despair, the pittance al lowi!d 
for it ~'.Tows smaller .. lur both F. and rny youn'.[,cr daur~hter, plus 
sundry young 1·elat.ives of' f'ricnris, I plenri fur more nttention and 
money tu be focused on it. 


