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FOREWORD 
Violence against v:omen and children is unacceptabl~ in an:,,' form and under any circumstances 
and In an~' comrl1unity in \-'ictoria. The Coalition Government is committed to preventing '.'iolence 
happening, holding perpetrators to account for their action; and making sure v 'e are supporting 
those \" omen and children '~Jho experience "iolence. 

This Action Plan outlines the government's approach to reducing violence against ,,'-'.omen and 
children. Pre\'ention through education, communil:'/ engagement and early intervention are 
fundamental to ensure I.:mg lasting change acrcss the communit)'. 

Our plan pro'-'ides education and c(x"munity engagement r,leasures, to h~lp pre"ent '.'iolence 
against women and children before it occurs. 

Our plan provides measures to help identify and as.:- ist those vlOmen and chHdren \"hO are at 
risk of experiencing '!iol~nce. It also pro':ides early inter:ention measures to help change the 
beha"lour of those at risk of committing "iulence, before It occurs. 

Our plan prc",'ide!: a strong la1:' and order focus, signalling our intention to deter perpetrators from 
committing violence, hold them accountable for their beha':iour and help change their beha' ;our. 
Our plan provides compassionate and supportl'.le response ser/ices for ':'omen and children who 
experience fam il~ '!iolence and sexual assault because these \.vomen and children need support 
to rebuild their li'·es. 

Finall~/, our plan involves a more co-ord inated and integrated approach by gO\lernment and other 
agencies to helping these \" 'omen and children. It recognises that research, education and -=art~' 
intervention are " ital to ensure long lasting change across the community. 

The '/ictorian Governrnent '::iIl be committing over $90 million in 2012-13 to pre ... ent ':iolence 
against v:omen and children. pro"ide early inte,...·ention services and fund support ser'·ices. 
This is a 20 per cent increase in funding in just two j ea rs. It inc[ude~ an injection of an additional 
$16 mill ion O'Jer four years, announced in September 2012, to relieve some of the immediatz 
pressures that ha';2 been placed on famil~' violence and sexual assault support and men's 
behaviour change !:er..rice.s as a resu lt of recent increased reporting of famH:' violence. 

Hei ' 'e"er, go"ernment acting alone \'Jill not produce the changes needed - 'Ne need the 
\\'hole communit;/ in'·ol':ed. E"erjone has a responsibility to act. That's 'v'.'hy OUf plan outlines 
an e;:tensive range of existing and neVJ measures, and highlights the need to \vork together 
acros~ government and across the community to stop " iotence. 

~-.-
The Hon Ted Baillieu 
Premier 

;)~,' 
/'<v. 7~ 

The Hon Peter Ryan 
Depu~ ' Premier 
/·1inlster for Police & Em~~ency !:erices 
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~~~ 
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PAGE 2 VICTORIA'S ACTION PLAN TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN & CHILDREN 

OUR APPROACH 

The Victorian Government belie'.'es that violence against anyone in an~' form is unacceptable. 
Violence against women and chi ldren is particular!y de'/astating for families, the community 
and the state. 

Familj' violence and sexual assault impact negat!vely on the physical and mental health of women 
and children. Women living witb. 'Ii ole nee can become isolated, ur:able to reach out for and 
receive the support that they need. They may be stop pee from going to V'Jorl<. and participating in 
their communities. Children are also deB!==ty affected. When vioier\ce is directed 3t ~herr o!' w hen 
they are otherNise exposed to it, children may be urabte to participate futty ;n education, sports or 
social events. nore generally, the sheer impact of family violence and ~exual assault on the health 
of women and children exper!encing it is profound and spans many quality of life measures. 

Violence agaInst women and ch. ld~en r.a~ massive social and e:::cnom:c costs. The tinanc:al 
costs of family ','iolence are estimated to be over $3.4 billion per annum for Victoria . Businesses 
are impacted w hen emplo:'ees cannot get to work. Women and families may be forced to forgo 
earnings. Communities mis3 out on the ':aluable contributions of those exp~riencin g vio lence. 

Levels of famil:' '/iolence are u!1acceptab!y high and reported famil~' '_'io lence in \/ictoria has more 
than doubled o ..'er the last ten years. While some men are tr.e '.'lctims of fa m il:,' \'io!ence and 
sexual assault. VJOmen and children of all ages are overwhelming I:,' the victims of these forms 
of '/ olence. 

Increased reporting is vital to uncc\.'ering "rolence against women and children. We want women 
~o feel more ccrl::;·:::er,t to report experiences of violence when they occu~ and receive the ~ \ g~P: 

!er'.'ice~ at the right tim e. 

Better reporting has been fac~litated through the introduction of the Victoria Police Code of 
Practice for responding to and im'estigating family '.'iolence and the Family Violence Protection 
Act 2008. As a result of the!:!:! rne3s :"Ires. 'Horren reel more confident tha: their expe(er,ce \··/1\i 
be treated seriously by the police and the justice system. Police are responding with more police 
c mcers. :;.ore call outs. more refer~a.s. 'y!:)'e ram,ly Violence Safety NO~lces. and rro~e criminal 
charges against perpetrators. 

The V:ctorian Government wia continue to encourage reporting of famil~' '.'iolence and sexual 
assault. The Victorian Go'.'ernment \'Jill implement a rigorous plan of action to redUCe the 
incidence of famiiy violence and sexual assault and lessen the impact on women. ch ildren, 
other famH~.' members and the broader community. 

A long-term vision 
Our vision is for '.vomen and children to Hve free from violence in Vic toria. 

Given the extent and corr,OLex r.ature of violence against \/'.'omen and chi ldren, our long-term 
vision :5 underpinned r.ot just Dy actions over the next three years, but by directions for the future. 
Our plan is an important fOundation in a lo.,ger journey to realise our '.'ision. 

We want a futu~e where men do not commit "ioler.ce agair,st women and children. 

We want a futu re V\-,here women do not experience any form of violer:ce by a partner. husband. 
father or familr member a"d where Children do not w!tness or personally experier:ce '.: iole!1ce. 

We 'Nant '.vorr,en arid chi :dren in Victoria to be able to rea lise their potential and partiCipate fully 
in all aspects of thei!' [j"es. 

To achie'_'e this. women ar:d chiloren must feel and be safe: - v:ithin their re~ationships . families 
and communities. 
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VICTORIA'S .;.cnON PLAN TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST WOltEN & CHn.DREN PAGE' 

A shared responsibility across government 
Violence against women and children cannot be addr:ssed through the police, justice or 
community services portfolios alone. Even though tht=se portfolios are integral. other areas 
such as health. mental health. housing, crime prevention, Aboriginal affairs, education, local 
government, emploJ'ment. sport, recreation and j\Juth ha'.'e roles to play in preventing violence 
against women and children and in assisting '.vomen and children to rebuild their lives if the~' have 
experienced violence. 

The governme.nt \'-,' ill clintinue to integrate its approach to fami!:' '.1o!ence across aU portfolios and 
broader poliC': revie'.'ls and developments. A snapshot of hm-, our Action Plan sits alongside other 
Victorian Government policies and strategies is provided at Appendix 3. In particular. our plan 1;:ilI 
complement the Strong Culture, Strong Peoples, Strong Families - TOt vard~ a safer future for 
Indigenous families and communities 10 year plan which speciftcally addresses family violence in 
Aboriginal communitie~. 

The famiLy '.'iolence and sexual assault reforms in Victoria to date have been characterised by 
the establishment of the Integrated family " io lence system, the implementation of sexual assault 
refc..rms and significant legislative changes. The work of community and government leaders in 
initiating and implementing the.:;e reforms is recognised and applauded. 

While existing efforts to develop integrated and connected policies in relation to family violence 
and sexuaL assault will provide a strong ba~e for the actions outlineJ in our ~Ian. sur,'i' 'ors ha'-e 
told us that this is an area still in need of improvement. 

Our plan will therefore focus on ensuring that affected women and children receive consistent 
connected support and ser'ice, not endless referrals or rnultiple application forms_ Dedicated 
reforms, such as the Department of Human Services' new Ser!ices Connect model and our 
innovati':~ approach to homeiessness support for '.vomen escaping family \;olence ", .. ill help 
(see Appendix 3), There will also need to be ongoing irnpro"ement of the mainstream system, 
including the need to Improve information flow across services. 

A shared responsibility across the community 
The Victorian Government cann0t end violence against v.'omen on its own. We need change 
across our communi~1 to stop violence against ~'Iomen and children. We need the community 
talking about this issue and rejecting violence against women and children. We need men to lead 
and challenge other men about this issue_ All of us must take a stand on this issue - violence 
against vmmen and children is unacceptable. 

Realising the long-term vision of all \,/omen and children living free from violence in Victoria 
in'.'o\ves everybody including governments, businesses, media, community organisations, 
sporting organisations, communities, families and individuals. 

We believe that there is increased preparedness across the community to act against violence 
towards women and children, Our plan encourages and supports this. 
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PAGE 4 VICTORIA'S ACTION PLAN TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN & CHILDREN 

Our focus 
Reflectir.g I ~s .c.'"iority status across government. our plan reflec~s a whole-of-government 
approach, linked to other government agendas and strategies. It will be led b~' ministers across 
a range of portfolio areas. 

Our plan takes a direct approach to the issue: violence against women and children is unacceptable. 
From this very clear starting point, our plan builds on previous Victorian leadership and works 
towards a long-term '.isio r: of all Viomen and children living free from all forms of 'Aotence. 

Forms of 'Iiolence experienced b~' 'Nomen and children in Victoria are addressed in the Action 
Plan and are included in Appendix 1. The context for the Action Plan is outlined in Appendix 2, 
which sets out the extent of violence against v 'omen and children in Victoria and its social and 
economic impact. 

The plan is supported OJ an investment of $90 million in 2012-2013 whiCh includes expanded 
family violence and sexual assault counselling services, alongside broader reforms to legal, 
police and court processes and better connected services for " :omen and children who 
experience vlcIE!"!ce. 

This Mction Plan vJillleverage partnerships "'Jith other organisations and communities to: 

prE'Je'1! "'3rr. i~y vlc ler,: e from occurring 
:n;:erVE!ie e=:: . .IE· to iCier·t it)" and support V,.lc;mei' a:--:c cr,Hdrer· who a~e at risk of violence 
res pone to 'll c~e f1ce OJI ~old l ng per;:=e.trators to aC:Q :J r, ~. enSJre cQnnected services are 
ava;{eo!e. a~a provide stron g ::etE'ren'iS to step r€-Offending. 

Prevention 
Prevention is at the core of our Action Plan. Our emphasis is on educating the community 
to Change attitude: and beha"iours that ha"e allowed violence against "Jomen and Children 
to continue. 

f\1ajor new initiatives in schools, media and 'vorkplaces will be implemented to educate and 
promote respectful and non-"iolent relationships and to enSure that all Victorians reject the use 
of vio lence against women and children. 

Action VJilt also be taken to engage orga nisations and communities to promote gender equity, 
cultural respect and a culture of non-violence. Regional action plans with a community focus will 
be developed to connect community organisations and individuals working on this issue and to 
raise a\<"arer.e~s, share information and educate communities. 

New prevention initiatives that are tailored to meet the needs of mult icu ltural communities v/it! 
also be implemented. Pre'/er"ltion initiatives will also be undertaken to better understand and 
address the dynamics of famil~1 violence experienced by women with disabilities. 

Early intervention 
Early intervention is a critical part of addressing ':iolence against women and children. 

We \ Jill act to identify women and chiidren who are at the greatest risk of \'ioience and provide 
interventions that reduce their risk a'1d increase tl-:eir safe~'. Initiatives :nClude the expansion of 
family violence risk assessment a~d mar:agerr;ent training and resources for service professionals 
to identify and manage the safet/ of women ar.a' children at risi< of violence. 

Act;on ',viiI also be focused on changing the beha':iour of men Vlho use ':ioterlce. Initiati '.'es will 
include training for mainstream services so that the~' are bette~ eqJipped to 'Nork with mer. who 
are at risk of being 'Iiotent and a oilot program for adolescents who use violence in their homes 
to prel!ent further escalation of violence, ensure the safety of all family members and change the 
i 'oung person's behaviour. 
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VICTORIA'S ACTION PLAN TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN & CHILDREN PAGE 5 

Response 
A comprehensive. integrated syst.m will provide consistent coordinated and ~mel:' responses 
to women and their children and w ill hotd perpetrators of family violence to account. Under 
our plan, support services to women and children in areas of greatest need will be expanded. 
including. "'/omen's and children's family' "iolence counselling and case management and sexual 
assault counselling. 

We will continue to build community confidence to report family violence to police. 

Reducing famil~' violence is an operational priority for Victoria Police and it remains strongly 
committed to responding effectively and conSistently to violence against women and children. 

To improve the way in which it responds to and investigates family violence, Victoria Police 
has introduced the Enhanced Family Violence Service Delivery Model and currently engages 
dedicated Family Violence Advi,ers and Family Violence Liaison Officers. It also utilises family 
':iolence teams in areas of high demand across the state. 

Victoria Police has strengthened its approach to sexuClI assault and child abuse through the 
implementation of Sexual Offences and Child Abus'e Investigations Teams and has worked with 
other agencies such as the Depa rtment of Human Services and the Department of Justice 
to ~stablish and operate multidisdplinary centre:; to pro lide holistic responses to "ictirl ls of 
these crimes. 

Victoria Police \/Jill continue tn impro\'e respnnses to sexual assault. family violence and child 
abuse through Living Free from Violence: Upholding the Right - Victoria Police's strateg~f to 
reduce violence a~ainst women and children, as \' ""ell as actions outlined in this "",ction Plan. 

Specialist family violence courts have also contributed to increased conftdence in the system 
through consistent specialist support and impro'led integration with police and services. The 
justice s)'stem must be able to respond swiftly and effectively to increased rates of reporting. 

Linder our plan. ne'.'! laws are proposed to hold perpetrators to greater account and to enhance 
police and court processes, ~o that family violence matters can be dealt with r,lore e~~peditin usly, 

meaning swifter justic~ for perpetrators and irilpro':.:ed safe~' for '·ictims. These reforms will be 
developed by the Victorian GO'.'ernment in consultation with the comnlunity. 

New offences and penalties will be introduced for breaches of family violence intervention 
orders. including the introduction of an indictable offence with a ma~imum penalty of five 
years imprisonment. 

We Vlill also be extending the operation of Family Violence Safety Notices issued by police so they 
can operate for up to five days, rather than the current three days. This will better protect women 
and children by extending the Immediate protection police can pro" ide to famil)' violence victirns 
before the case can be heard by a court. It w ill also gi\e victims more time to obtain advice and 
make decisions, and will allO\, cases to be better scheduled for hearings. meaning less congestion 
and shorter waiting ~mes at court for victims and their families. 

Our Action Plan also provides for more mandated men's behaviour change programs. to bring 
about a fundamental change in the attitudes and beha\'iours of men who continue to act violently 
against women and children. The number of places in these programs will almost double. We will 
also pilot a program for offenders in prison or on community based orders. 

These actions I.'.:ill protect arid empower women and children, get tough on p~rpetrators and 
reduce re-offending. 
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PAGE 6 VICTORIA'S ACTION PLAN TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN & CHILDREN 

A strong collective impact 

By taking a strong, practical approach based on a fL:ndanlental premise that '.'iolence against 
women and children is unacceptable, our Action Plan pro'.'ides a coordinated plan that ''ViII have 
a strong collective impact. 

Our plan recognises that violence against women and children is a complex social and economic 
wotlem that affects all Victorians. A complex issue needs a multi-faceted approach based on 
practical action across many areas of government and across the communi~: as a wr.ole. This 
plan contains a set of mutuall~ ' reinforcing l!1 itiatives across the spectrum of prevention. early 
intervention and response. 

Wh::e the \ 'ictorian Government can pro' 'ide strong leadership and integrated approaches. the 
task of reducing the incidence and impact of violence against war, len and children also in'lol'.'es 
communities. organisations and individuals taking action - ever:,'one has a responsibility to act. 

Working together, we can reduce the incidence of family "ialence and reduce the negative 
impact on v:omen and children. families and communities. 
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VICTORIA'S ACTION PLAN TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN & CHILDREN PAGE 7 

THE ACTIONS 

The Victorian Go\'ernment initiatives to address violence against women and children fall within 
three streams: 

Preventing vio.lence against women and children by educating to change attitudes and 
behaviours and to promote respectful non-violent relationships and engaging organisations 
and communities to prnmote gender equity and stop ·10Ience. 
Intervening ear1ier b~' identifying and targeting individuals and group~ who exhibit early signs of 
violent behaviour or of being subjected to '-'iolence. 
Responding through an integrated system \vhich pro"ides consistent, ~oordjnated and timel)' 
respqnses to \'.'omen and children ,-·,ho experience family \·iolence to protect and ~mpo\Ver 

them to rebuild their lives and to get tougher on perpetrators and prel.lent re-offending. 

Educate to ~hange 
altltude~ .. nd 

betta·flour. and to 
promot~ Tl;!:sper.~ful. 

non-'Ilo\ent 
re\allon.hlp-' 

Engage OTgantsatlons 
and cc·mmunt1:1t::s to 

pr0mote '2ender 
aqUity and stop 

"Iolen(;e 

Our Vision: 

Get toughe. on 
perpetrators and 

prevent re-offendmg 

Women and Chtldren 
Living Free from Violence 
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PAGE 8 VICTORIA'S ACTION PLAN TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN Et CHILDREN 

Areas of focus 

PREVENTION 

Preventing violence against women 
and children by fostering relationships, 
organisations, communities and 
cultures that are gender equitable 
and non-violent 

Primary prevention strategies U:'c: K 

to prevent vio lence before it occurs. 
Interventions can be targeted at the 

whole population or tailored to particular 
11 JUpS or CJ I I~.r11 url l t ie ~ 

Prevention initiatives are grouped into two areas of focus: 

Educate to change attitudes and beha'!iours and to promote respectful, 
non-violent relationships. 

Engage organisations and communities to promote gender equit~· and stop " io!ence. 
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Ed uca te to change attitudes and behaviours and 
to promote respectful, non-violent relationships 

Actions to improve attitudes towards women, to 
promote respectful and non-violent relationships 
and to ensure thal all Victorians reject the use 
of violence against women and children, in all 

ClrC:Ullls ta nces 

Current Initiatives 
White Ribbon Awareness Raising - a male-led initiatl' /f! to pr~ent violence 'lgainst 1·/ornen. 
The initlati'/e suppt"lrts awarenes,:,. raising through White Ribbon activitie.:, Incl'jding an e'/ent 
vvher~ Victorian "'·lembers 0f ParlIament make a plE'dge to sa~; no to ·.'julence_ 

Bullying Prevention Programs - a !:; ~Iite or proyrams including the 3tamp Out Bullvlng 
program. to raise (:()r,lmunit) awareness and (:,ronl0te local action to address and pre':ent 
bullying (induding c,ber-bull"ingl in schools. 

Media Advocacy Project for Victims/Survivors of Violence against Women - trairls and 
sup~ort5 .:;ur-.,ivors to engage I-"ith th~ rflp.dia and be spokespeuple for media Interviews and 
public event~ 

EUmlnating Violen<:e AgaInst Women Media Awards (EVAs) - recognISe excellence in the 
respon .:;ibl~ reporting of w)lence against wom~n. including famil;1 'Iioh:~ncE: or seAual a!;sault. 

Victoria Police Indigenous Family Violence and Sexual Assault Awareness Campaigns -
locally produced televIsion COrn! ner':la!s in fi:lur regiC"mal locations. that relnf('·rce the r 11essagp 
that · .... iolence and sexual abuse a~alnst women and children is not part ()f AbOriginal culture 
and encourages reportlng uf family -'iolence and ~xual assault 

Further Initiatives 
Respectful Relationships EducatIon - a whole-aI-school program to build respectful 
relations:llps education Into the CUrriculum and pr0\'ide other lelevant resour\:es and teacher 
trainIng. to worl< v.,ith schools t·) improve student social r,ledla literacr and to support the safe 
use of technology as a platf,~rm for respectful relationships. 

Disability Sector Resources and Training - ,nformatlon, reSOllrces and tra,ning ~,rograms fur 
people who ·.Nork with ,·'Omen ";th dlsa(',lit,es S'O that they can better understand and addr~ss 
the dynamics of VIOlence that affects women "",th disabilit,es. 

ComprehenSive Media Program - information sesSions and resourc~s for Joumalists and 
media, (IncludinQ the E:'thnic and At-original media) fn,. reporting on viulence against women 
and other issue:. related to portrayal o( women in t11~ media. 

Promoting Positive Media Portrayal of Women and Girts - work ","'ith ·.)ther governments 
across Australia and the media to pronlote positive media rerr~ntati('\ns of women and 
girls and conSIder hO'v1 '; .'e can limit the se1.ualisatlun of won ien and girls In the media and 
popular culture 
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PAGE 1Q VICTORIA'S ACT:ON PLAN TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN & CHILDREN 

~~t&-. , .... . ~;
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Eng. "''IIni •• txm< 
,_rod eommunitio< to 

P ... "'oe.··V.,· ...... 
'Q;,Io':'''''''''~ 

Engage organisations and communities 
to promote gender equ ity and stop violence A _"' ....... 4. 

,'~><M., :,.,_ ..... 
~. 

Gl!tUlUi ;· ··· OI · 
"",~.-~ .. , 
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Actions to address the underlying causes 
of violence against women and children 
including unequal power relations, adherence 
to rigid gender stereotypes and broader 

l'"toXHtR· .... 
. ~~- ..... ,' "' .. " ..... \., 
,- ""'- ,,,' .. 

cultures of violenr:e 

Current Initiatives 
Preventing Violence Against Women in our Community Project Pilot - delivering 
a rangt! of locally rele'j ant initlati :es to pre':ent violence against '"'Iornen In three 
local government clusters 

RedUCing VioLence Against Women and their ChiLdren Grants - pmvldes regionally-based 
funding to encourage inna',atian. strengthen partnerships and build the e',idence base for 
earlj inter. ~ntion and pnmar;' pre'\len tlon Initiat1 ;es, Including the Koori Comrrll !nity ~afetj' 
Srant~ Program, 

LocaL Government Program - resources and training delivered to Victurlan local c. ouncils 
to build their understanding of and capacit.l· to prevent "'iolence against ~omen. 

Strong Culture, Strong Peoples, Strong Families PLan - continue to Implt:ment actions 
from Strong Culture. Strong Peuples, Strong FamIlies - T(lwardf. a !o3fer future tor Inrjigenou5 
fami1les and comr'lunities 10 year plan, 

Implementing the Indigenous Family Violence Primary Prevention Framework and fundin\} 
tor the Indigenous Family Violence C0mmUnl~J Initiatives annual grant ruund, 

Further Initiatives 
Regional Action Plans - de,,'elop and inlplement coordinated and cohesive reyional action 
plans and activities to engaye community o rganisations across rt!gions in pre\ enting "'Ioience 
against women. 

TooLkits and Training for Workplaces - provide resources, toolkits and training tor 'vvorkplaces 
to de'felep environr,'ent~ that art:' inclusive, safe: and supportive ·')f womt:::n 

Bystander Program - to E::-quip reopl€' to knO\M .,...hat t<;> do when someone known to them 
is experiencing or using " iolence against women, 

Prevention in CuLturally and linguistically Diverse Communities - 'vvork with targeted 
c.ulturaUJ' and linguistically di'·'erse c0mmunlties on a program ·,,)f acti v'ities and re;:;ources 
that are culturally sensiti-Je, to ra is~ awareness. provide information and promote leadership 
on pre -Jentlng -.:io lenr:e against vlrxl1en. 

Preventing VioLence against Women In our Community Pilot Review - cunsider findings 
of the e'.faluatjon tG inf0rm hOI .... 'vve best promote good practice aprrrJi3ches to prevent 
vi('"Jlenct:' agaInst "vornen in local communitit!S through local government. 
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EARLY INTERVENTION 

Identifying and targeting individuals 
and groups who exhibit early signs of 
violent behaviour or of being subjected 
to violence 

Strategies are aimed at identifying 
vulnerability and developing the skills 

of individuals and groups where there 
are indications that violence might occur 

or be repeated 

Early intervention initiatives are grouped into tv:o area: of focus: 

Identify wor,len and children at greatest ri sk of violence. 

• Target interventions to those who are at risk of committing violence. 
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~!U<.~. '" ':"'1'"" ~nlJ>"'!'" ',, 'J"" '" ~"; 
Identify women and children at greatest 

risk of violence :>WIIJ _~ ... 0 ..... , ....... ~ •. 'i.' 
i.' "" ••• :·.,~· t .. "'~'. ,.'. 

(:II r'ICI~ '" .•. ,.. ...,; 
,,·."'· ... d~· 

C .. ,- "" """ 
• I>" • ....:."J 

Current Initiatives 

Actions (("('used on the identification of 
vulnerable women and chi ldren, and on 
minimising :iole '1(: ", and its impact 

Family Violence Risk Assessment and Risk Management Framework p·'C"/ices a standardised. 
trar:sparer:t approach 5firj tools to k1er.tify fa rri;y v\o!e",,:~e anc rr,a~age ris ~_ to improve the 
sa'et! of ....... O:'T1er an(: t'";eir children Rece("lt~y ex'.:ended !nto r:<alr'·s'.:!'"eam CO'1l1 nunity ser/ice 
o"'gat'1 isat:or.s ar:d se..:tors as '.,'jell as tc a bread ~a"ge o~ other soecia(ist se~vices. 

Resourcing Health and Education Program - v/c~ks ~o prevent v:oie0ce. encouragt:: i r:creas~d 

repc..;1.Ir",g ana 'de0tify perpetra~ers G~ '.-;o:er,ce against sex ·,IojQri(,ers. ~ t also uro"ide~ sup~or! to 
sex workers when they reoort assa:.;;'ts to oclice. 

Pilot Perinatal Emotional Health Program Model - th is mrxlel alms t.:> improve tfle capacity 
o~ t:;e rne~rcpo:\ tan pe!': "'a~l sf>r,/ice seC:~0r to ident;f.J ar.:::! sur,oport ''''omen t::!xper;enci!ig 
mental health symJ:;toms. and PSYC:loscc:al ~i sl{ fe::to~s ~l;Cr. as fa rrdy \.'Io:.p.nce arc df.Jg 
arc a:ccr,o~ l.Jse 

Antenatal Routine Psychosocial Screening Training provided to staff In hospital antenatal 
'!ett:ngs to l~e,..tifJ womer: w ith psychosocial risk factors, and how to respond to 
~c.-e~rl! rG rESUlts 

Protecting Children Protocol - to e'iSLJre ongoing co~~aborat:o!f betvveen 'victoria Police 
and the Departf !le'it of --IJrr.an Services ,r. relak)r; to vu!.f"!erat:iE' c~ i!cren. 

Mental Health Inpatient Facilities - Improving the safet~1 and security of VlQmen in care 
In rner\t~ t rl1?3 lth Inpdt e .... t services through defined femate areas and other improvements 
to facilities. 

On-line BuUying Prevention Toolkit - to OS5 :S~ SC~~VOIS to ;oe'1t-!y t:--·e p,e"ale~(& ara tyt:es 
c1 bull,)'lng ::::::Jjrl!'",g ar.d deterrn:r.e trl€ "nost efiF.::-;ve :;vategles fCf accressing bullYing, 

Further Initiatives 
Further extend Family Violence Risk Assessment and Risk Management Framework 
In Health Sector - to Mental Health and Drug and Alcohol providers. Hos~ltals. GPs. 
Ambulance staff and to Emergency Management personal support and recovery staff 

Strengthen hospital responses to family Violence - :.e'.· ~ :or) a crcJect ~C rE',,:e ll •1 a'1C 
irnvc\i r\::' :;'Ja!;lY c~ccesses 'N1,ch st~engt~e"l n os::) i ta ~s' ~eS~C1ses tc fa~li : ~' Violence 
c'1C oot!1""1!se tr,e 'f rE' ~ 3:i:)r.srip 'I'l' t:'" tne l'lte; ~atec fa'T'Ay ','!c,erce sys~err., 

Further extend Family Violence Fhsk Assessment and Risk Management Framework 
to r:ommunity corrections officers across the state. 

Adapt FamiLy Violence Risk Assessment and Risk Management Framework fur use I r~ 
Abor:gil"':a! cornM:";r"j ;te~ 
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Assessing children and young peopl~ experiencing family violence - a specialist r.racth::e 
reSOUF.:e and support.ing trdllling f.) , famlt' \, I(:!en.::e PI actltJOf1~n' 

Family Violence and Homelessness Innovation AI;tlon Project - as part cl the V'c:tQm:m 
Homeles.':ne.s':' ,~ctlcm Flan 20U-15, a Farnllj ..,/IOII:!I1CF.' and Han It:>lessi ·,ess Inn01:atlon 
Actlnn PrCject \"Ihlch focuses sp~clfically on early Intervention and prevention tor famlll~s 
at 'IS~ (If vi· experienClrhJ hOtllelpssness dL!€' (0 tamll:; \/iolence 

Online Advice and Information - ImlJr0"€' v nhne ·Jlslbility of 3f;Q,;e and Informai:IGn 
')11 5e.'(ual assault and fardllJ ·,'II)len..:e-

Integrated serviCes - retain family' ·10Ielv.:.e re-;J10na! Inteqratl~)n (:o'")rdlnators tc bettel 
cc.,ordinato:> service:; and creat8 !)tf\")ng Inter-agenc:: partnershlJ,:.'5 at a locrillev~l 

Target interventions to those who are at risk 
of committing violence 

Actions focused on identifying those at 
risk of committing violence and intervening 
to change their behaviour 

Current Imtlatives 
Voluntary Men's Behaviour Change Programs -lJr,:,..llde: ongoing 9r0urs tf)r r.l~n .,,;ho U~€ 
(tr"rTlll ; ) violencE' v.'lth int0nn2tJoil and skitls tc' • .:hanye thell behaViour and r~rf?r i:her" tr) t::,ther 
s~r ·dee.':; as rerl'Jlr~d 

Therapeutic Treatment Orders and specialist treatment services pr('\\' lde::u ~hlOUyh (lit:: 

Sexually ,'l,bUSI·,·€, Beha\l'lOlJrTi'eatr"~nt PrO]rCit11i:o address problern se~ual behaVI(:IJr or 
.st:::xuall!' abusive beha\,lour dlspla:I'ed b~· ,:hlldi~n ·)r adolescents 

Indigenous Time Out Services and Men·s Group Programs - pr,)vJ(1e supvxt for A.b0nglnal 
men .,"ho use violence 

Further Initiatives 

Pilot BehaViour Change Progr;;lm for Adolesr.:ents - ~iI0i: a II~W sc~,~r)le for auol€'scent" 
\i,/ho use \,Iolen(;~ In the home tv IncreaSE:- sate~ .. and redlJc€ i·hf-Ilkellhood th?t they Will 
offend In adulthocxl 

Expanded Sexually AbusNe l3ehaVlours Treatment Program - lo..:rt:ase the nUmL'E'i ot :;exuall:: 
;...bLI.C:I~·e Beha ,10urs Tr~.:"itrnent Progran·, ptaL~e~ f r,)lrl 240 per ,:lnnuti'l to 445 and ~stabl1sh all 
ongoing ~rofec:;sJ(;nal de\ el'")~I"i'lent proglarn 

Training for mainstream services to work with men - trcliOing sessIons tor rnaln.strl::!i.1n1 
service!: on how to ~ork more effe..::tlvely Wltrl men '''''00 ha\,e usp.d \/Jolene€' against women 
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,-r ... 

RESPONSE 

Responding to violence after it has 
occurred through an integrated 
system which provides consistent, 
coordinated and timely responses to 
women and children and which holds 
perpetrators to account 

Strategies aim to deal with violence, its 
consequences, and reduce the risk that it 

is repeated or escalates 

Response initiatives are grouped into two areas of focus: 

Protect and empower women and children to rebuild their lives. 

• Get tougher 01""1 perpetrators and prevent re-offend ing. 
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"t'.,.. , ~<.ft'.~,~ '" 
Protect and empower women 

and children to rebuild their lives ;... ,' .. , '~l" • 
'.' '." ..... , .. 

I, I· -., ". _: ....... 

ClIII"-n" _ ... _e. .... , .. Actions to ensure that service responses protect, 
support, and empower women and children 
who are victims of violence 

GIIr I •. ytIwo <, 
~" ,. ou" ... 

LIwIng'_ ..... _ 

-............ ,' ..... .. ~~~.., 
... -- ... ~, 

Current Initiatives 
Immediate cnsis care ServiceS - SIJch a!; '='In~n;lerlc)' aC'':;..Immcdctlon and ~Upp0rt f(,i \"I .. ":>tnefl 
anti dlilrlren, r:il l)JS ·:cue rl?Srxmses In~-:lLJding chr.:,ugh e nsl£: OIre Units. aftt-:I h.;)ur~ ser-'I~~s. 
r:dl\":t-: ,:md legal51jPP0rt Ser\;ll:.e~ 

Service responses - suc.h ~s ., '"' .. :" rr,en and chlltlren's r:(JunsellIng, iarnil:,' '/1r.-lew e SLJp!:'0ri: 
Sel'·h.::e~. Ir,(.ludirl9 '.Jutreach support. safe at Il'Jme- 0~ltlon~, ser.lICE"!. i'ol .tl.bollglnal ~(;men 

e;(f=entnClr,g fanllt,/ "~'iolence and ext~ndc'd after hours 91PPOrt 

Family VIolence Protection Act Z008 - l~lslatl on thdt (":urns t,:, prote(.t ';Ictlms of far ', li t:· 
·'·lc·lcncE' arro1 hJld ~)t:"'tpetra(or: to::. aCCGL!nt 

Justice responses -lnc111dp.!:i spo:"":lallst family ·. Ic·len(e ..::ouri: ser, h':P'S ar,d Inter :E:::ntlnl'l. ,'=:h ild 
Witness Service, specla~st sexual colfences lists in th~ ~~aglStrates Court and the CQunty Court, 
tralllln,;, f("'I",Iudges 3Jfld tllt" ley-11 prorE!$sio fi on I$SUt:!~ slJlToundiilq st:';' ~ lal assJult a i·orenSI{. 
nurslny network, )peCIdUSt Sexual Offence~ Unit<.> w1i'hnl the 0ffic.e c'f PubliC ProseclJtl'.:.ms, legal 
.c;u~,pr~'rt ~er~'lce5 for Abr)nglrral "Iorilli!n t:"!xpf:!nencln~ family 'JlrApn~~ 

Sexual Assault Reform Strategy - ref(m,ls i:v t: IPo JUSCICI? s::.stp.m's respcJnse to sexIJal assault 
tv rrlE:!et t.he obje,;:clvt:s of InG'easlng rate5 0 -,: r~p(">rtl ny rind Im(:'fv >'ln,;.: tne exp~n€:nce of se_~u al 
a.-sauli: " If:tlnlS In the )UstIC':: S)-'~t~f(l 

Sexual AssauLt MuLtidisCiplinary Centres - lhree centrp.s ar~ curr09n i'lv ':'peratIIlQ Irl':o1".'1 l1g 
c.o-b,.-?teli partners polI<::e livestlgC::ltN:i, sexual d~salili' o)urlsel(or/ac'. CX'.?tes and ctl iid 
protection ,.yc·rker.s, to r'rL)vld,= I!rlpr.:J\i~cJ sup~\ort for Cldult '3nd child ',Ici:lms ot se),ual assault, 
enhanced Inves(lgatlorl of sexuat offences and child abuse, Impro\ted qualli..y of eVidence In 
se~llal ()ff~nr..;e case~, Incr'Msed repor(lng and redut::ed complaints · .. vlthdra\oVrl from Jusi1ce and 
0n';K~H"tg lmjJrrJ· ... ·~:r enyagemenr with health and 5Upp.);t ~:,.'Stems 

Sterrtewrde AdvIsory Services - Including the Domestl': ",'Iolence Resource C~ntre, D(,)m~$(lc 
\ill')tt:'nt;e vlctona. VVom~i1 't'vlth Disabilities VictOria, 11'1 Touch ""ul~l('ultlJral Cf:!t1tre Agalnsi: Family 
"Ivlen~f. , Nr} to \,110Ienct:- and Indlgenr.Jus ~''1ei'l's Resource and .i-\d"IS(lIY ~~er-.,..:e 

Strengthening Risk Management Demonstration Projects - t'~"",:. sites tE:Sllrl-:;i the 
In 'rAeme-ni:atlon ~1l1.1 dMr/ery oj' I:o~rjlnate(l multl~ag':!ncy appodches t,") strengthen fan lily 
·'lolE:!n·::t'! risk mana9l:::!fYlent. IJro'.'ldlng r'Jr c.onslsient and tlmel\' responses 'Nt'len as,C\E'SSlng, 
planning and res~.ondlng to {hE' nE-E:!,i s 01:? \'''oman ~ncJ Ilel children, i·eQardl.:'s~ c)j' whe ther shE'
rlCJ:"::,,r(~ talllll:{ 'd01~n cE> tlJ poll('e or (.other ~ef""ll-:E'S 

Indigenous HeaLUlg ServIces - sei,II(.€'!. for far.lIhes VIIho ha\·€' e~jJenE:!nced (-3ITlIV ·';It) len .. :F: 

New Statewide AbonglnaL Women's Respor,se Services In "'Ilduro and Mer'Melt 

Sexual AssauLt Support Services - rro" lde l:cUI1Settlng, .=:.dv(,c(;rc,' dnd :iLJppor( i/) ":',hlld and 
adult Jlctlrn/sur'T.f()n:' .) j' s09)t'ual a~~ult 
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PAGE 16 VICTORIA'S ACTION PLAN TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN & CHILDREN 

Referral Pathways and Integrated Support for Older Women - the Eldel Abuse Pre'·ention 
and Response Guidelines for Ac tion 2012- 2014 raise awareness and ensure appropriate service 
responses are available to older women in the family vio!ence and homelessness sectors 

Sexual Offences and Child Abuse Cross Training - cross training be:ween Sexual Offences 
and Child Abuse Investigation TE:ams and other service providers to improve responses to 
WOt nen and children. 

Disability and Family Violence Crisis Response Pilot - p~ovldes immediate disability support 
to womer'! who have a disability or who have a child \I .... ith a disability so they can a<.cess family 
violence cri sIs accommodation response or remain safely in their C\llIn rlome 

Family and Reproductive Rights Education Program - supports culturally-sensitive. 
participatory work. With affected (#ommunities. prioritises women's empowermer.t a~ld seeks to 
increase access to, and improve, sexual, reproductive and mainstream health services for those 
at risk. or affected by female genital mutilation 

Responses to sex trafficking - Sex Indust~ Coord!l lation Unit established within Victoria 
Pelice to monitor legal and Illegal brothels anu de"e!op intelligence caoabitit les around human 
trafficking. Including sexual c;ervitJde Victoria Sex Industry ~trategic Management Gmup 
established, to oversee a mUlti-agenry enforcement. pro~ram agair.st ill~ga l :;ex ' 'IIr;ri<. 

Victoria Police Enhanced Family Violence Service Delivery Model- Implementation of ~he 
enhanced service delivery model to en.:;ure consistency ot ser,tice deli"ery ac.ross the state 
\l'/hilst maintaining capacity for local inno'/ation and response. 

Family Violence Teams - increased Victoria Pollee Family Violence Teams. especially in high 
incidence areas as vveU as Family ~"otence Advisers and Fal nity Violence liaison Officers. 

Victoria Police Code of Practice for the Investigation of Family Violence - ongOing 
lmplementat:on of the (.ode to enhance safety and S'JPPOlt for victims. early intervention, 
;nve~t:gatlon and prosecution of crimInal offences. and to minirr.lse of family lIiolence In 

the community. 

Further Initiatives 
Services Connect - extend Services Connect lead sites to incorporate family \liolerce services. 
police and children's services within an integrated service delivery model. 

Koori Family Violence Police Protocols - expansion to three more sites In the Grampiar;s. 
Shepparton and Dandenong in addition to existing sites in Mildura. Darebln and 8a;rnsdale 

Expanded Women's and Children's Counselling and Case Management - to support those 
women and children experiencing family \liolence. 

Sexual Assault and Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Centres - three additional centres to be 
establishp.d to oro\/ide improved support fo!' adult and child victim'; ot sexual assault. 

Expanded Sexual Assault Support Services - for adult and child vicbm!surv;vors 
of seXual assauit. 

Sexual Assault Reform Strategy - further work on the use of remote witness. facilities, 
consideration of the rrost appropriate way for deaUng with historical sexual assault matters and 
exploration of processes to more effecti .... ely identity and deal With sexuai assault occurnr,g in 
family Violence contexts 

Support to Culturally and Linguistically Diverse women who have been trafficked - to 
Ide!itlf'l options for leaVing the sex Industry 

Resources regarding avarlable protectron for service providers and clients - to help rnanage 
contact from offenders and pns.:>ners im,-,wn to ha\le lJerpetrated family Violence 

Strengthened Risk Management Framework and GUidelines - to be p~blished in 2012-2013. 
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;"',,' """''''''''-.'' . ' 
Get tougher on perpetrators and prevent 

re-offending ...... I', 

i •. ' 
.;" '. ~ ••••... <I ,h 

.... I<!' •• 

" Actions to stop perpetrators from committing 
violence, bring them to justice, change their 
behaviours and deter others 

Current InitIatives 
Victor,. Police <nhanced Family Violence Sel'Vlce Oe~very Model- ') idorla Police eilor, '0 
e:nsure t:')flSlstency of :;er.lce deh':er,,' af "':r'JS5 (he stale "hllst malntalnlrlg capaclt / fvr local 
Inn0vation olld r~ ... ,ponse 

Enhanced InvestigatIVe Responses - to (arrlll:: \·Icilf'!nce, 5exual assault and Cllll(~ abu'!:e b~1 
\ 'iete, ria POII(:e 

Men's Case Management - rne::n t- rarnil ! ' K\lenr.e case managemE:nc (FICI'IJ .J SUpp0it pr':\lram 
','Jorks ""Ith rnen V'/1"' f art:' remo ':ea from the famll; hClnie to atjdreo::s imme:dlatE:: nd!.Js an,j 
assist them to take responsibility for their use r;f 'I1I.)len(:e and r.lI"tJgC:lte the flslc!:: of re-offendlny 
TI 'u: 1 ... ,r . .J1 p, ,~~rJrTI ha::; the pnl ndl~1 o blei:tIVf;- ::':'1' IncrE'aslnlJ thf:; safo:~; 0\' ' .. ",·!rnen and (.hildren 
h/ dSSIS(lng rllPrJ iX' stf'Jp thE:lr '.·Iolent ~lrld atiUSI' :e beha-:rcour:. 

Post-release programs for serrous sex offenders - g ruu~ tieatment 3nd IndiVid ual t reatn',erl( 
to high '''k and cornplex roeeds sex offendell subject to post-sentence orde,s to ,aclillate their 
treai:ITtent and re-hat'lilJtabofl 

Male Adolescent Program for Positive Sexuality - 1',_,1 ~olJth Justl"~ clier,tl aged 10-21 years 
\/lJhC' have t1een l'ound glJitty by the cour~:)f cornmlttlng a .'iexual ofj:ence. Clnd are referren for 
aSSes,smeilt antj trt:C:ltmer.t 

Forenslcare Problem BehaViour Program - ~r(;'.: ldt2s spP.Clal~t PS:'Ch ldti l':'~ and P!):,·.::h0Iogl,:al 
osseSSl nent al1d beatmeni: :)cr·:!ces foo:uSctj ·::.n Indl" rdllal~ vlfth prnlllern t.'I:'hcl 'il.)ur~ and 
Includes '110\cnc.F.' ayarnst ,,:vrnen 

Mandated Men's BehaViour Change Prllgrams - men·.s beila'/Iour change r,rograms v..llere 
attendanl.:~ has ~e~n merldated tJ a ..:ourt (,rder 

1,700 new police members 

• Expansion of Vlctona Police family V10lence teams 111 hlgt-I 1nc.11ence ar~as 

Further Initiatives 
Ent.anced Approach to ilecldivlsm - Implement enhanc:E"d pt)lIclng app";.adl to managing 
reC:ldlvlst ~itenljer5 

Graduated Offences Regime for Breaches of Intervention Orders - to ensure grt?03t.er 
consequence':. fm l 'rr-dl..·hes 'Jf Illterl entloil Order~ 

Improving r-amllyVlolence Safety Notice and Intervention Orders processes - ~treanllJnlng 

co urt Pi0CE'SSeS, redu(:tng de::la:i "; cmd ........ altl(lg tlrTI'?'; 

Exponded Court-Dar.oected Men's BehaVIour Change Ptograms - Incre:ased capa\:I~·1 k ,r more 
Louri:-:1JrE:·,:ted rl1en's beha .. lOur ,:',hal'lge programs targe~lr,g oftennp.rs Including :3 pllc·t for lhose 
WI ~illS0n or on (;Gf11mUnlt .... based Nd€!rs 

Working towards a National ApproC:ich - pcrtJI..:lpatf:" I" I'JGrk being undoeri:aken through tile 
Standing CfJUnCiI 'In Ln\'J ,:lnd JLJSllCe to €xIJlole a IlCltJ(:nal apprcxch t~, dOri1€su,: anlj fa lnlll 
\,.' JQlen.:;~ Older.; and to CUISltle, it JOint re~,pofl:;e t;:1 r€" . orl 'Ir.1~nd"tlonS made thro ugh the AUstra~an 
Law Rp.form COOlrTllsSIOnl N .... , South Wale, La,,. Refum CommiSSIon F.mllY'IC.lence Inqully 
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OTHER ELEMENTS TO GIVE 
EFFECT TO THE ACTION PLAN 
Research and evidence 
To res~o")d -=~E.:tive[y to violence against women and children, we need to better understand 
the complex causes and contributing factors of such violence and what 'Norks in preventing 
and responding to it. Our plan will draY'! on research and evidence to support actions. 
A comprehens~ve, coordinated and prioritised program of research is required to enhance 
our understanding of the complexit~1 of violence against women and to inform our strategies 
about prevention. eariy intervention and response. 

The problem of violence against \'/omen and children extends across Australia and each state and 
territory is working on this issue. To maximise our research effor~ and avoid unnecessary duplication, 
the Victorian Govemment supports the establishment of a National Centre of E;;ceEence for family 
': ioler.ce and r·exuat assau!t research and w:U actively participate in its establishment. 

We will alSo evaluate the impact of programs that we invest in to address ':iolence against VJorllen 
and children and continue to monitor trends through the \:ictl")rian Family \.'iolence Database to 
inform future actions and directions. 

Strengthening the workforce 
Ide.'1tifjing alit' responding to violence aga.ir.s: and wOr."'.en ar.d ch ildren requires an effective 
wori<force. We are alread~1 collecting information about the family '.'iolence workforce through our 
COrrlmunity Sector Workforce I~nov,'ledgebase and YJe will use this information tc. shape future 
",!orkforce directions. We are also contributing to the National Workforce ,...,genda on Domestic 
ViOlence and Sexual As:;ault. 

In this Action Plan, we commit to: 

Training fro~!tl;ne w':)rkers across a broad range of sectors in family violence risk assessment 
and risk management. 
~x:e":::::'irg tbe family violence risk assessment and risk management training and resources 
into the health sector. 
Wc:· ri< i'1'~ to develcp information, resources and training progra'Tls for those who work w ith 
women with disabilitiec so that they better understand the d:;namics of violence for lfJorr.en 
":ith disabilities. 
Det ve:irg ~ra rn:"1g for mainstream services about how tc work more effectively \lAth men 
who ha'.Ie used violenc~ against women. 

Information and data 
Appropriate collection and sharing of information between agencies is ',1ital to achieving good 
outcomes for women ana children experiencir,g violence. In tr,e case of family violence, it is a 
critical element of managing risk to ' ..... omen's safety. 

Work is comrnencing i!"l the Department of Human Servlces on how to er.hance information 
sharing and referral of clients to ensure that c~ients tell their stories once and that the service 
sys:e"T\ is conr.ected around them. Work is also undelWay to improve : r e flow of information 
Oe:v.reen ;:ct'ce, cot...r:s a~d corrections to more effectively identify perpetrators and improve 
s:?ferj '::;r affected women and children. Information from reviewing family violence related 
homicides vi lli also inform our approacr, to addressing 'Jlole:1ce against wor:1en. 

The V:ctorian Go':ernment will also share learning from exampies of good collaborative practice, 
such as the r1ultidisciplinary Centres. ana work to promote partnerships between famil:' \'ioience 
~pec!arst serv:ce prov;ders and se!", '[ces that support vulne!'abte children and families. 
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Reporting on progress 
Our A-ctic:1 Plan to Address Violence against Women and Children provides a foundation that 
must be built on to achieve our long-term '.'ision of eliminating aU forms of ''';olence against 
",,!omen and children. 

We knm·/ from reform experience to date, that we are likely to see a continued increase in 
the numbers of v·:omen and children reporting famil~' violence and sexual assault before they 
decrease. 

This is in part due to enhanced responses from the police, the justice and ser-'ice s:'stem to 
protect women and children from men '\'ho perpetrate famil:' violence and sexual afsault. 

There is no single measure to determine \i.'hether \'",omen and children are rafer, or'l'hethp,r 
men are more accountable or more .likely to stop using ·:iot~nce. We V':iIl develop a perform.ance 
framework to identify and use indicators that will most effectively measure the success of our plan 
and Its impact. 

The Victorian Go\'p.rnment v:ill report annually on progress in ir,lplementing our Action Plan, 
We '.'Jill establish mechanisms to keep stal:eholders informed and in·'ol'.'ed. and most importantt." 
work side by side with the 'I:omen and communities in Victoria for v'hom this plan is critical. 

Ongoing governance 
Addressing ','iolence against '-"omAn and children requires strong and comlnitted leadership 
across government and community. It also requires dedicated effort to take action which 
changes and challenges attitudes i3nd behaviours that condone such ': io!ence and which holds 
perpetrators to account so that they stop their vinlence. 

To deliver a strategic and Integrated plan - 've must ha'fe the right governance arrangements in 
place to enabl~ us to 'york together on this issue. 

Our plan '-·Jill be overseen b:,' .a sr.lall, high level Addr~ssing Violence against Women and Children 
Adviso,y Group. This group .. ~.ill cor,lprise·key sector experts, in conjunction '!:ith key t1inisters, 
and be convened by the Minister for Women's Affairs. This approach will raise the profile of 
','iolence against \"omen and children, improve co-ordination across government and community 
and v.'ill identify major and emerging issues. It '.'Vill also support the implementation of our plan. 

Appropriate departmental and agenc~1 arrangements will support and corllplement the 
Advisory Group. 

While the Adviso!)' Group is the formal government consultation mechanism, individual ministers 
may choose to have their own ongoing or·temporar;.' adviSOry forums. For example, the Attorne'J 
General will continue to convene the Sexual Assault Advisory Committee. with a specific focus on 
justice relatee aspects of responses to sexual assault. 

The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs will continue to lead the implementation of the Indigenous 
Family Violence Partnership Forum's Strong Culture. Strong Peoples. Strong Families: Towards 
a safer future for Indigenous families and communities 10 year plan. 

The following principles '.~iU underpin our approach to working together in the future: 

Strong leadership and commitment from all government ministers to ensure implementation 
of our Action Plan. 
Government departments working effectively together on implementing the Action Plan. 
Engagement with organisations and communities that are working with us on this issue. 

Only by v/orking together across go'!ernment and community 'Nil! '.ve be able to address this issue 
in a comprehensive way. 
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APPEN DIX 1 - Forms of violence 
against women and ch ildren 
Family violence 
Family violence occurs betNeen people who are in a relationship and amongst family members. 
The violence can take many forms - physical. emotional. sexual, mental or using financial 
pO'l·;er - and it is used to control other family members, Family '.-iolence includes ph~lSicat. 
sexual. emotional and pS~/chological abuse and threatening or coercive beha\'iour, including 
towards or witnessed b:, children. 

Physical violence can include slaps, sho\ics, hits, punches, pushes, being thrown down stairs or 
across the room. kicking, t\·tjsting of arms, choking. and being burnt or stabbed. 

Psychological and emotional abuse can include a ra nge of controlling beha',iour::; such as cnntrol 
of finances, isolation from family and friends. continual humiliation, threats against children or 
being threatened ",ith injury or death, 

Although only some a::pects of family violence are criminal offences. any beha"iour that causes 
the \:ictim to Ii"e in fear is unacceptable. 

For the purpose of action taken through the Victorian judicial system. the Family Violence 
Protection Act 2008 defines family violence as: 

(a) behaviour b:' a person to\'Jards a famil)' memb~r of that person if that beha':iour 
Ii) is phyjcally or sexually abusive; or 
Iii) is emotionally or psychologically abusi,'e; or 
(iii) is economicall;' abusive; or 
(Iv) is threatening: or 
(v) is coercive; or 
(vi) in an~' other wa:' controls or dominates the fam i l~J ml:m~r and causes that family 

member to f..el fear for the safety or wellbeing of that fami~j member or another person; 
or 

Ib) behaviour by a perwn that cauoes a child to hear or witness, or otherwise be exposed to the 
effects of, behaviour referred to in paragraph (a). 

Sexual assault or violence 
Se;:ual assault is unwanted sexual behaviour or acti"ity that makes the victim feel uncomfortable, 
frightened or threatened. It is sexual acti',/ity that the person has not consented to and refers to a 
broad range of sexual beha\'iours, including the use or threat of violence to force another person 
to engage in a sexual activity against their will. The definition of sexual assault includes rape. 
incest child abuse and un\.vanted sexual behaviour. such as unwanted kissing and touching. It 
also includes behaviour that does not in'/olve actual touch such as forcing someone to watch 
pornography,' Some of these acts are serious indictable crimes, Sexual assault is an abuse of 
pov/er, Sexual assault Is never the fault or responsibility of the victim/survi,'or, 

General sexual offences under the Crimes Act 1958 (Vic) include: 

rape and assa~lt with intent to rape 
indecent assault 
incest 
administering drugs to enable sexual penetration 
sexual offences against young people 
offences against people with impaired mental functioning.2 
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Sexual harassment 
Sexual harassment ;s any :.Jnwelcome sexual ad'lances, requests for sexual fa':ours, and other 
verba! or physical conduct of a sexLial nature, Sexual harassment often manifests itself in subtle 
ways, such as sexually suggesti'le comments. um'"anted touching, risquE! Jokes, or blatant 
demand for sexual contact. These actions may take place within a range of settings, includirlg 
work or educational settings. The Equal Opportunity Act 2010 (Vic) prohib;ts sexual harassment. 

Child sexual abuse 
Child sexual abuse cE h ::e ::!et ned 3S any situation in which a:1 adul-;: or anotr,e~ child threatens 
forces or ""'·5:Jip.:..i!stes 3 cOli: fn~o sexual activity. Maf1Y times the offe'1oer does not need to use 
physical force Vlith the victim. instead, they take ad\ "antage of their own position of trust and 
authori!:,'. Child sexual abuse can include exposing a child to pornography. fondling the sexual parts 
of a child's body, making a child engage in sexual acti'.'ity '.,vith others, and sexuail~' penetrating a 
child, orall~l. anally or vaginally \. .Iith the penis. hand or any object. Incest is :ntercourse or tOUChing 
of sexuai parts between an adult fami l~' member and a child or between siblings. Child sexual 
abuse includes chrtdren and young people up to and inctuding 17 years of age. Child sexual abuse 
is a crim:ncl offeree. 

Sex trafficking 
Sex t(3ffi~ktr..; 15 tne traffiCK ng in persons (recruitment. transportation. transfer, harbouring 
or receipt of persons), b.:/ means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of 
abduction, of fraud, of deceptiorl, of the aouse of power or of a pOSition of 'lulnerabilit/ or of the 
9i': in9 or ,ece;vlt1g of .cayrr.ents or benefits to achieve the consent ot a perscn havirg control over 
another person, for the purpose of se::ual exploitation, includir.g prostitution. 3 

Sexual exploitation 
Sexual exploftation involves expioitati': e situations, contexts and relationships where people 
receiv~ something (e.g. food, accommoc'at:on, drugs, alcohol, mone:/) as a !"esult of them 
performing and/or another or others performing on them, sexual act!'lities. 

Stalking. cyber-stalking and bullying 
Stalking is wr,en one person engages in a course of conduct with the intention of causing 
physical or mental harm to another per~on. This includes making a person fearful or concerned 
for their safety or conduct that causes another person to self-harm. Stalking often includes 
repeated un'.Ivanted contact a!1d/or communicatior.s that calise the 'fictim fear or distress. 
Cyber-stalking and cyber-bu:lying include the use of technology such as the internet or 
mooile phones as a means to harass. The commun:cations rr,ay be used to intimidate, control, 
manip ..... la:e. or ~um iti ate the recipiertt. Stalking and serious buHying offences are cC'Jered by the 
Crimes Act 1958 (Vic). 

Female genital mutilation 
Female genital mutilation is performed on girls and v'omen for cultural rathe~ than medical 
reasons. It is internationally recognised as a violation of human rights, and is banned in Australia. 
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APPEN DIX 2 - The context 

The scope of the problem 
Violence against women and children rernains a serious problem for our community. It has 
a devastating and lasting effect on women. children, familtes and whole communities. It 
undermines women's rights, their health, their education and employment prospects, their 
economic security and, in ~he most tragic circumstances, their li .. 'es or the [j" es of their children." 

Violence against women and children is a major social and economiC concern facing Victoria and 
leads to crirne. homelessness, unemplc/ment, and lower productivity. 

Violence against women describes forms of 'liolence that are mostly experienced by women and 
are mostly perpetrated by men. The extent and range of violent actions perpetrated against "'omen 
is broad. It can include family violence, sexual abuse and assault. sex trafficking, female genital 
mutilation, sexual exploitation and sexual hara:sment. For \'vomen in Victoria, farnil~' violence and 
sexual assault are the most prevalent forms of violence experienced. While sex trafficking and 
female genital mutiiaijon are not experienced by as many women. their effect is profound. 

Through the use of nt:'''o/ technologies, new.forms of '/iolence against 'vomen - such as 
cyber-stalking and 'sexting' are becoming more prevalent. 

Violence against women damages the health and wellbeing of children and ~/oung people directl~' 
and indirectl~', as they witness or fear violence being perpetrated against their mothers or female 
care givers. Different forms of violence against women share many of the same underlying causes 
and result in short and tong-term impacts on women, children and families . 

The e'/idence suggests that the ke~.· drivers of '.'iolence against v/omen are: 

unequal power relations between men and women 
• adherence to rigid gender stereotypes 
• broader cultUres of violence. 

Gendt:!r stereo~'pe.:i are reInforced throughout our culture. There is research v:hich indicates 
links between a culture of sexualisation of women and girls and acceptance of violence against 
women. Studie.; have shown that regular exposure to material which sexually objectifies women 
reinforces sexist attitudes and gender stereot:'pes.5 

Pomography is also increasingly accessible, and ma:.· oft~n contain scenes of aggression against 
women, A recent studj' found that 92 per cent of bOjs and 61 per cent of girls reported exposure 
to online pornograph:1 (13-16 year olds).:; 

Increased reporting 
Reporting of family '/iolence and sexual assault is vital to addressing it. Unfortunately it is only in 
recent :'ears that reporting has been encouraged by the community and that more women have 
been confident to report such violence - knowing that their reports will be taken seriously by the 
police and judicial s~'stem. 

Victoria Po lice Crime Statistics for 2011-2012 show that the inodence of family ':iolence remains 
unacceptably high. with 50,382 famil;' violence incidents reported. up by 23.4 per cent frorn 
the previous year. The incidence of sexual assault is also disturbing with 2,044 incidents of rape 
recorded in Victoria in 2011-2012. up by 11.8 per cent from 2010-2011.' 
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Figure 1 Family Violence Reports to Police, Victoria, 1999 to 2012' 
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Over the past ten years legislative reforms and improvements to the way that Victoria Police 
respond to and in' 'e:tigate famil~,' .. ·iolence (as highlighted in Figure 1) halte resu lteJ in greater 
cOflJ'icence .,...., ~he sys!e":'1 and thus higher levets of reports of family violence. 

Host \'iolence against women is committed by men. According to Victoria Police Crime Statistics 
for 2011-2012, women make up 75.8 per cent of fami~y "iolence victims, 88.7 per cent 
of race \' i::~ i rr,s 3~jO 79.:: ~e~ cen~ of victims Of sex (non rape) offences. Children were present 
in 36 per cent of family 't101ence incidents .=.tttended b~1 Victoria Police in 2011- 2012. 

In Victoria, the number of children recorced as affected ramily rr:er.-:be~s In police family violence 
inclOen:s feocr.s ~zs t ri;:::e: since !999. - I':e m,rrber of chHd~er. ider.tif.ed ir the court data as 
atfec:e:; tarn;;y ~.e(>"'l:::ers (aged 17 years a!"'lO under) r;as r;sen .541 per cent over the 11 year period, 
from 4,530 children in 1999- 2000 to 19.974 children in 2009-2010.' 

M.ore than half of the women see!<ing assistance for family vio lence through a specialist famil:,' 
· ... io:en: e' court 'n 2C1C-2C:i.l had children in their care, and one fifth included a child on their 
intervention order application.to 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics Personal Safet~' Survey in 2005 found that alMost one millior. 
Australian women experienced sexual abuse before the age of 15. Over 40 per cent were five to 
eight years of age. Almost half were between the ages of nine and 14 (48.7 per cent). Close to 
43 per cef' t of trese wer'? pei~e:r3ted by non-family members and an additional nine per cent 
were perpetrated by strangers.ll 

Tht: Persoral Safety Su!Vey also reported that in almost 80 per cent of cases, INomen knev: 
the men who had assaulted themY· Victorian court a'1d police data also indicates that around 
80 per cent of adult female .... ictims experi~nced the '/io lence from an intimate partner {including 
cu~rent and former domestic partner as well as intimate personat reiationship).L": 
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Repeat offenders 
Violence against women is often repeated. Since 2006-2007, one quarter of incidents reported to 
police had a history of bet'.'Veen one and three pre"ious reports to police.l~ Of reports to police by 
affected family members, two out of five indicate that the family violence had been occurring for 
more than two ~/ears.15 

We can identif'j a group of men who are repeated!:' violent against women and indeed against 
many \'.umen. As a community we cannot condone this abhorrent behaviour - '.vhich robs women 
and children of their rights and abilit~: to participate fully in Victoria's economic and sociallif~ . 

Community attitudes 
Communit:' attitude~ about violence against women have improved but ara still disturbing, The 
National Sur.!t:::' on Communit'J Attitudes to Violence Against Womenl "; re ... ealed that around one 
in five people believe that family violence can be excused if it results from people 'temporarily 
losing control' or if the" 'truly regret' './hat they ha'.'e done. 

This surve~' also found that: 

One in twenty Australians believed that 'liJomen who are raped ask for it'. 

Just over one-quarter of the community still believed it is not rare for women to make fal~e 
claims of bein':J raped. 
Thirteen per cent agreed that women 'often say no when they mean yes' and 16 per cent 
agreed that a woman 'is partly responsible if she is raped when drunk or drug-affected'. 
One fifth of the community believed that men and women are equal perpetrators of violence 
in the home. 

O.'er one third of the community belie-led that 'rape results fr0m men being unable to control 
their need for se"' ~licHealth 2010). " 

These attitudes are not based on the e'ridence we have about 'iolence against women, but they 
highlight the need for additional education and engagement to ensure that more Victorians are 
prepared to act to stop violence. The Victorian Go' 'ernment believes that all fbrms of'liolence 
against women and children are unacceptable. 

Women who are most vulnerable 
Violence against II/omen happens in many settings - at home, on the street, on public transport. 
in the workplace and \vithin a range of relationships, from family members and partners to 
complete strangers. However, in the majority of cases, women know the men who are violent 
towards them. 

We knovJ that violence against women occurs in all cultures, socio ec0nomic groups, and areas 
across Victoria, For women who are affected, the experience is profound and painful. 

However, statistics indicate that some women may be at increased risk of family violence 
and sexual assault. including women from some culturall~' _and linguisticallj' diverse (CALD) 
backgrounds, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women, women with a disability, women with 
mental health issues or illnesses, older women, and girls. Other factors known to increase the risk 
of women experiencing ':iolence include separation, pregnancy and social isolation. 

Women from some communities face additional barriers to access the right ser~ices and support -
these include distance, language barriers, the fear of being excluded by their famil~·,or community 
on reporting violence by a man known to them, the fear of being deported, the fear of being 
abandoned when the abuser is their carer, and the fear of being denied acce:s to their children. 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander wornen report higher levels of physical violence in their 
lifetime than do other Aw:tralian women and they are more likely to experience sexual violence. 
sustain injuries or be killed. While familj violence is not part of Indigenous culture, th~ causes 
of destructive beha'.'iours, including alcohol and other drug abuse and violence against women 
and children, in Indigenous communities incl~de breakdown f)f community krnship systems, 
traditional culture and Indigenous [ai';, racism and vi lification. economic exctusion and entrenched 
po"ert~,' and loss of traditional roles and statusY~ 

Women li;ith disabilities are more likely to experience partner or sexual violence, of great severity, 
and over a ionger period of time, than .... 'omen without a disabilityF Women with disabilities who 
are dependent on their carer for access to, and communication with. the outside v/orld. their 
home. to adr,l inister rrLedication and support their mobility are particularly ';u\nerable and isolated 
':·:hen their carer is also their abuser. Kbus,= of '.Yomen with disabilities may also rilanifest by ha"ing 
equipment, ~ood and medication ' . ."ithheld .~o 

Older women experience an increasing vulnerabilit:' and risk of " iolence as the:' become 
increasingly frail. Older persons are more likel:: to report abuse from their children or another 
famil:' member than their partners. HowE:ver. tr,e rates of abuse from a current partner is higher 
among older wOrY'.en than :'ounger women, with 29 per cent aged between 45 anJ 55 ~'ears and 
2? per cent aged 56 ~'ears and 01der.21 

The research indicates that pregnanc;' is also a risk factor for family dotence and v,'omen often 
exoe"ler.ce ib,eir fi rst assault during pregnanc~', or experience an increase in the form m l!1te:i::>ity 
of violence.22 The Australian Bureau of Statistics Persona l Safet' Survey in 2005 found that 59 per 
cent of Viomen ':vho experienced violence by a pre'fious partner were pregnant at some time 
during the relationship; of these. 36 per cent reported that violence occurred during a pregnanc;' 
and 17 per cent experienced violence for the :;"st time when they were pregr.anU3 

Geograph;cal and social isolation con Ipound problems of sexual assault and famil~' violence, 
maint:.' becau~.e they reduce the victim's aCcess to support networks. There is evidence of a higher 
reported incidence of sexual assault and family "iolence in rural and remote communities than in 
urban Australia. 

Sex trafficking 
The nurr.ber d ..... 'orr.en trafficked in Australia for sexual purposes is difficu lt to ascertain as official 
statistics do not capture tr.e extent of the problem. There are a number of ways that women are 
trafficked. whic r. :nc!uce coercion anc deception about legitimate employment. 

Sex trafficking is hidden. as womerr who have beerl ua"f\cked may fear disclOSIng information to 
the police and fear retribution frem t raffickers. It car· leave women with long-terM osychological 
and physical !"ealth issues due to the physical and sey.ual v:olence perpetrated against them. 

Female genital mutilation 
: ike sex t~affic:k: Y' ;J . jn ~or'l1a\lon i3COU~ female genita1 ml.Iti!ation is also difficult to obtain. Howeve~. 

the impact can be damaging to women's health, Female genital mutilation is addressed by the 
Department of Health through the Far"ily and Reproductive Rights Education Program. 
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Causes and contributing factors 
Te pre'lent '/iolence against women, we need to understand its causes and contributing factors, 
and determine 'A'tr,' it persists. 

There is no single cause of violence against women and children; rather, it appears to arise from 
a complex interaction bel":een individual attitudes towards '..vemen, and social and cultural 
practices and values across our society and communities. These attitudes and practices can foster 
unequal and abusive po'ver relations between men and ... !omen, gender stereotypes and can 
often exi~t in broader cultures of violence. 

Factors \.Ih ich are knm·.Jn to increase or correlate '\lith the risk of men perpetrating family violence 
include drug and alcohol misuse, a histnr:,' of "iotent behaviour. threats of or pre'.'ious use of 
"iolence, against tht:!lr current or f0rmer partners, children. pets, otht::r family members, stalking, 
and obsessive and controlling behaviour and se~aration . In the period of 2009-2010 police 
identifted separation as a factor in 26 per cent of family violence incidences and controlling 
behaviour in 16 per cent incidences. Both of these factors were identifted as a risk for twice 
as many' ,:omen as men.2(. 

M9st men ',vho drink alcohol do not u~e \'iolence against \c:omen. HO'.ve"er in the 2009-2010 
data, police identified alcohol as a definite factor in 43 per cent of family violence incidences 
(either part.;) and a possible factor in 2"7 per cent of lncidences.25 Alcohol is a contributing factor 
of individual men's "iolence again~t '''"-Iomen and children rather than a cause. 

Financial difficulties and psychological illness or depression were also identified in more than 
one in ten reports of family violellce.'" Th~se factors do not cause family ':iolence nor do they 
mean that a person who has a psychological illness or is experiencing financial difficulty will use 
violence aga inst 'Ii 'omen. 

The social costs 
The impact of family \'iolence and sexual assault against women, children and young people is 
profound, wide-ranging and long term. It affects women's personal wellbeing, disrupts families 
and community relationships. 

For women 
\lio lence aaainst ''Vomen has an enormous cost to a woman's health and wellbeing, 

Sexual assault can cause major physical and mental health effects. Physical effects include the 
immediate injuries, sexually transmitted infections, unwanted pregnancies and ongoing physical 
problems, Sexual assault can cause severe psychological effects. including intense fear of death 
and disassociation during the assault. anxiet:: and ongC'lng fears, low self-esteem. self-blame. 
guilt. shock and confusion, self-harm and attempted suicide, suicide. and post-traumatic stress 
disorder,l:' 

Women's perception of threat of sexual assault also creates fear in women generally. Women 
often try to reduce their risk in public places and at night':': This limits women's actions and their 
full participation in our society and economy, 

Australia-wide, women who have experienced intimate partner violence are likely to use health 
ser .. ices more often, and have poorer health, Intimate partner violence is responsible for more ill 
health and premature death in Victorian women aged 15 to 44 than any other of the well kno'vn 
risk factors. including high blood pressure. obesity and smoking" 

Women who have experienced violence perpetrated by their partners are more Likely to suffer 
from mental health issues such as post-traumatic stress disorder, depression, an::iety, self-harm 
tendencies and suicidal thoughts.'''' It has also been estimated that between 50 to 80 per cent of 
women using psychiatric services are recorded as having a histor:' of sexual abuse or assault.:.l 
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Famil~' violence is also one of the main causes of homelessness among women in Australia.3
:' 

Homeles~ness for young women can also be related to the experience of sexual assault. This in 
turn. increases their vulnerabilit:: to further sexual assault - on the street. in hostels. refuges and 
squats, and through links with drug use ar,d prostitution.3

" 

Australian 'Norren who have lived with a violent partner are more likely to experience financial 
difficulty.J4 Many women are econorY'!ically dependent on their partners ard this car. make it rr.ore 
olfficult &O~ warne:) ~o escape viole:"t partners. 

WOrne'1 wr--o have experienced violence may not have the confidence and skills, may have health 
issues, or experience ongoing interr'Jptions to their li'!es such as court appearances, needing to 
move ho[V'·e. rrak'ng :t difficult to '10;0 down a stable job. This Impacts on women's short term 
and long-term economic security. 

For children 
Violence against Viomen damages the health and wellbeing of children and young people directl~' 

and indirectly, as the:' witness or fear violence being perpetrated against their mothers or fer.lale 
care gi"ers. 

The evidence indk.:ates that even wht=n children are not direct victims, exposure to vio lence can 
have slgrlf.cam psychological emctlcr.at and berav;ourai. ~~cacts and adverse developmental 
effec~s cr: :he~" comparable to c r toren experiencing violence c~rect:y.;s This may include anger, 
trauma, sadness, shame, guilt, confusion, helplessne.ss and despair. Children do not have to be 
physically prese'lt when the violence occurs to suffer. the negative consequences associated with 
exposure. 

Children's exposure to fami[~' "iolence can increase the risk of mental health, b~haviou ral and 
learning drff.cu lties in the sr ort term and development of mental health problems later in life. It is 
also a key indicator of both adolescent male and female \'ictimisation in intimate relationships.36 

The evidence is unclear as to whether bo~'S ' vho have witnessed an incider.t of physical '!iolence 
to'vards their mother or stepmother ha':e an increased risk of perpetrating ':iolence against their 
partners. Where children and their mothers or stepmothers are pro"ided a safe and supporti'Je 
environment to reco\'er, where there is exposure to healthy relationships and parenting models, 
children and young people can build their own respectful and non-'o'iolent relationships and can 
become some of the strongest ad"ocates against violence. !~ 

The economic costs 
Violence against women and children exacts unacceptable and immeasurable costs to its 
\'ictirr.s, as '.vell as our community more widel:,'. It severely curtails the ability of women and 
children to participate full~' in so many aspects of, life - in educaton, in sport, in the community, 
in empioyment !t u!timately means that vioience against women and chlldren is undermining 
Victoria's productj'/it'j. 

The estimated economic cost of violence against \Jomen and children in Austral;a was 
approximately $13.6 billion in 2008-2009 of which $3.4 biLion was the est;mated cost to 
Victor;a.3e Unless appropriate action is taken to prevent violence against women that sum v-liIl 
ir.crease to $15.6 bi llion per year b j 2021, with Victoria's share of that cost reaching approximately 
$3.9 billion .: ' 

Most of tr.e direct costs associated vlith violence aga:r.st women are bome by the government 
and communi!:.' sector. w ith income SLJPpO~ and accol"1':!"!1odation costs being the ~argest 

components of th is. Most of the indlre:::t :::os~s are 3ssociateo' w !":h pail'"'. aid s'!.Jffering and 
premature rr"lortaHty borne by the '.'ict:ms, their chlldren, families and friends. 

~nding violence against women a.'1d Children will enhance the abilit~· of women al""ld children 
to part!cipate in aa aspects of life. 
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APPEN DIX 3 - Connection with 
other government strategies 
Our Action Plan also complements and supports government strategies. 

In responding to the Protecting Victoria's Vulnerable Children Inquiry recommendation 
to develop a stronger s:,-stems approach to protecting vulnerable Children. the \/ictorian 
GO"lernment"s Victoria's Vulnerable Children Directions Paper (~.Iay 2012). emphasised the 
importance of effectively responding to family violence to prevent the incidence of abuse and 
neglect. The Directions Paper committed the government to the development of Victoria's 
Vulnerable Children strategy. This strategy will detail a ",:hole-of-government strategy to 
prevent child abuse and neglect. reduce its negative impact and improve outcomes for 
vulnerable children and :..'Oung people. Violence against 'Yomen dnd children is a critical factor 
in this V"ork and our approach 'Nill be developed to ensure connectedness at ever:' level of 
leadership and practice. Both strategies will ','lark towards ensuring n lore integrated supports 
and services to women and their children across government and gC'.'ernment funded sen'ices. 

Victoria's Vulnerable Childrpn strategy Vlill be accompanied b:' the e:tablishment of a ne''': 
Commission for Children and Young People to monitor the prot""tion and ;;afet}" of vulnerable 
children and ~'oung people. 

The Sexual Assault Reform Strategy Final Evaluation Report. Reforrns to the justice systern's 
response to se::ua( assault continue to be stJpported. These reforms aim to meet thl:: objecti~'es 
of increasing rates of reporting ~ln d improving the e .~perience of sexual assault ','ictirns in the 
justice s~'stem, The ne~;t steps in progressing these reforms include: undertaking further 'tJork 
on the use of remote witness facilities, considering the most appropriate wa'j tor dealing v/ith 
hIstorical sexual assault matters and exploring processes to mare effectivel:' identify, and deal 
I.vith, sexual assault that occurs in family ~ ·iolence contexts, 

Living free from Violence - Upholding the Right, Victoria Police's strategy to reduce violence 
against women and children 2009-2014. Victoria Pouce '. /ill continue to improo.'e responses 
to sexual assault. famll:: violence and child abuse b~' implementing the actions outlined in this 
strategy. Victoria Police is also playing a leading role in the government's effort to respond 
to illegal activity in licensed and illegal brothels as part of effort to address sex trafficking in 
Victoria. This is in addition to the broader effort by Victoria Police to implement actions under 
the Australian Policing Strategy to Combat Trafficking in Persons 2011-2013. 

Strong Culture, Strong Peoples, Strong Families: Towards a safer future for Indigenous 
families and communities :10 year plan, the Victorian Gc','emment's strategy to prevent and 
respond to famil~' .... iolence in Aboriginal comr,lunities 2008-2018 and supporting fndigenous 
Family Violence Primary Prevention Framework. Where Aboriginal communities or famil;' 
'!iolence in Aboriginal communities are referenced in this Plan, the principles set out in the 
10-year plan are the framework for understanding and working on these issues as they affect 
Aboriginal families and communities. . 

Victorian Homelessness Action Plan 2011-2015, the Victorian Government's four-year 
plan to deliver services to people experiencing homelessness in a new way. This includes the 
Family Violence and Homelessness Innovation Action Project that will focus specifically on 
early inter/ention and prevention for families at risk of or experiencing homelessness due to 
family violence. 
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The Elder Abuse Prevention and Response Guidelines for Action 2012-14 outlines the 
government's priorities, actions and ~easures to prevent and respond to elder abuse and 
Incluoe specific actions to aodress the specific needs of older women iii the family vioterlce 
service S) stem who experience elder abuse. 

This plan wia further inlorm the Whole of Government VICtorian Alcohol and Drug Strategy 
to address alcohol and drug-related harms In Victoria and include reforms to the Alcoho! and 
Drug Treatrr1ent Services. One of the priorities of the treatment strategy is to include initiatives 
to make treatment more famil~'-inclusive. 

Services Connect is the improved "Jay the Department of Human Ser'ices and its service 
providers w~ll support clients if"! the future. Focusing on the needs of clients and their families 
to achie"e outcomes that measurably improve their lives, Services Connect ' ..... ill seek to deliver 
integrated responses to client~' need!: based on Of'!e needs identification, one client record, 
one key worker and team and one (family) plan. 

The Victorian Health Priorities Framework 2012-2022 states that reviews of the women's and 
men's health plans should be a priority for the Department of Health. These pians and Koolin 
Balit: Victorian Government Strategic Directions for Aboriginal Health 2012-2022, are relevant 
to the pre"ention, earl~' inter\'en tion and response to violence against women and children. 

National Plan to Reduce Violence against Women and their Children 2010-2022. The 
Victor;ar"l Government signed up to the plan in February 2011. Victoria's ,""c tion Plan '-lill form 
Victor:a's jurisdictional implementation plan under the National Plan. 

The National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) is about liletime support for people \'lith a 
disability, based on their individual needs. We are v.'orking with our Common~.lealth and state 
counterparts and wiil be trialling the scheme in Barwon region commencing July 2013, 
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