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TONY VINSON 

 

CV 
 
Professor Tony Vinson's initial qualifications were in Arts and Social Work and he 
subsequently obtained a doctorate from the University of New South Wales for a 
sociological study of low birth weight babies. More recently he was awarded a Hon. 
D Litt by the University of Sydney. His professional career has alternated between 
academic appointments and government and community positions. He has held 
professorial appointments in Behavioural Science in Medicine at the University of 
Newcastle and Social Work at the University of NSW and has held visiting 
professorships in Sweden and Holland. In the early 1970s, he was Foundation 
Director of the Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research within the NSW Department 
of Attorney General and Justice. From 1979 to 1981 he headed the NSW Department 
of Corrective Services during a period of intense reform following a Royal 
Commission into the state's prison system.  
In 1984 Tony chaired a Commonwealth Government Inquiry into ACT social services 
prior to the Territory acquiring self-government.  In 2001 he was invited to chair a 
year long Independent Inquiry into Public Education in NSW, a contribution that 
resulted in his receiving an inaugural NSW Government Award for Meritorious 
Services to Public Education.  Professor Vinson has undertaken a number of studies 
of the geographic distribution of social disadvantage on behalf of Jesuit Social 
Services (JSS) and in 2007 he authored a national study of the distribution of 
disadvantage (Dropping off the Edge) sponsored by CSSA and JSS. In 2008 he was 
admitted to membership of the Order of Australia and made a member of the 
Australian Social Inclusion Board.  In 2012 he chaired a Commonwealth Government 
Committee to recommend a system for providing financial assistance to rural students 
undertaking their first year of tertiary education.   
A former Dean of Professional Studies, Tony is an Emeritus Professor of the 
University of New South Wales and an Honorary Professor in the Faculty of 
Education and Social Work, Sydney University. Tony’s recent publications include a 
book on the rural city of Goulburn in the 19th Century called Tenant in the Cathedral 

(Australian Scholarly Publishing), co-authorship of a research paper “The social 
dimensions of happiness and life satisfaction of Australians” (International Journal of 

Social Welfare), and co-authorship of  a book on community development theory 
published by an American publisher (Common Ground). He has completed the 
manuscript of a book on the brilliant orator and political satirist of mid-nineteenth 
century Australia, Daniel Deniehy, provisionally titled Words as peaches.  In all, he 
has authored nine books, twenty-seven chapters /monographs and fifty articles. 
 
ACADEMIC BACKGROUND 

 
ECAFE Fellowship, Bangkok, Thailand, 1966 
PhD, University of New South Wales, 1971 
Australian Social Welfare Commission Fellowship, 1976 (University of Newcastle) 
Visiting Professor, University of Stockholm, 1985 and1988 
Visiting Professor, Research Centre, Ministry of Justice, Netherlands, 1985 
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Editorial Board, International Journal of Social Welfare, 1991 - 
Professor Emeritus, University of New South Wales, 1998 - 
Honorary Professor, Faculty of Education and Social Work, University of Sydney 
2003 - 
Awarded Hon. Doctor of Letters by the University of Sydney, 2005 
 
EMPLOYMENT 

1957-'62  Assistant Psychologist/Parole Officer, NSW Department of Prisons 
1962-'69  Tutor, Lecturer, Schools of Sociology and Social Work, Univ. NSW 
1969-'71  Senior Lecturer, Department of Social Work, Univ. of Sydney 
1971-'76  Foundation Director, Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research, NSW 

Department of Attorney General and Justice 
1976-'79 Foundation Professor Behavioural Science in Medicine, Univ. 

Newcastle 
1979-'81 Chairman, NSW Corrective Services Commission 
1982  Professor, School of Social Work, University of NSW 
  Head of School 1983 -1988; 1996 -1997 
  Dean, Faculty of Professional Studies, 1988 - 1993 
 
2001-2002 Chair, Independent Inquiry into Public Education in NSW 
2000 -2007 Research consultancies, Jesuit Social Services, Melbourne 
 
SELECTED COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENTS 

/CONSULTATIONS 

 

1975-1980 Member of Australian Delegations to Fifth and Sixth UN Congresses on 
Prevention of Crime and Treatment of Offenders 
1983 - '84 President, N.S.W. Branch, Australian Association of Social Workers 
1984 Chairman, Commonwealth Government Inquiry into ACT Welfare 
Services, Department of Territories 
1994 Evaluator of NSW Department of Health Court Diversion Program 
(Sexual Abuse of Children) 
1994-'95 AIDAB consultant, Fiji Executive Training and Strategic Planning 
Project 
1998-2000 Research consultancies with St Vincent de Paul, NSW Health 
(Treatment of young sex offenders), NSW Department of Community 
Services, Crime Prevention Unit (NSW Attorney General's Department) 
1999 Evaluator, National Youth Suicide Prevention Initiative - Support to 
Rural Communities 
 
SELECTED PUBLICATONS 

 

BOOKS 

 

Vinson, T., Cullen, J., (1968) Frontiers in Suburban Living. Canberra: Australian 
Frontier 
Vinson, T., (1982) Wilful Obstruction, Sydney: Methuen 
Vinson, T., Walmsley, R., and Coul, V., (1984) Beyond the Image. Review of Welfare 

Services and Policies in the A C T, Canberra: Australian Government Printing Service 
Baldry, E., Vinson, T. (eds.), (1991) Actions Speak: Strategies and Lessons From 
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Australian Social and Community Action, Melbourne: Longman Cheshire 
Vinson, T., (1999) Unequal in Life: the distribution social disadvantage in Victoria 

And New South Wales, Melbourne: Jesuit Social Services 
Vinson, T., Esson, K., Johnson, K., (2002) Public Education in NSW- the Vinson 

Inquiry, Sydney, Pluto Press 
Vinson, T., (2004) Community Adversity and Resilience, Melbourne: Jesuit Social 
Services 
Vinson, T., (2007) Dropping Off the Edge, Melbourne, Jesuit Social Services and 
Catholic Social Services 
Vinson, T., Rawsthorne, M., (2013) Lifting Our Gaze. The community appraisal and 

strengthening framework, Illinois, Common Ground 
 
MONOGRAPHS & CHAPTERS 

 
Congalton, A., Vinson, T., (1963), A Study of the Ward Sister and Nurses at St 

Vincent's Hospital, Sydney, NSW College of Nursing 
Vinson, T., (1971) Apex National Study of Community Welfare Services, Sydney, 
Association of Apex Clubs 
Vinson, T., Hemphill, W., (1975) Young Violent Offenders, Canberra: Australian 
Institute of Criminology 
Vinson, T., Homel, R, (1975) Indicators of Community Wellbeing, Canberra, 
Australian Government Publishing Service 
Vinson, T., Homel, R., Bonney, R., (1976) "A Community Study: Newcastle", 
Community Services: Four Studies, Canberra: Australian Poverty 
Commission 
Vinson, T., Homel R., Bonney, R., (1977) "Territorial Justice in Access to Local 
Services", Economics of the Australian Service Sector, Tucker, K.A, 
(Ed.), London, Croom Helm 
Vinson, T., Stevens, L.A, (1977) Unequal at Birth: A Study of Social Factors 

Associated with Low Weight Births, Sydney: New South Wales Perinatal Health 
Vinson, T., (1977) Myths and Realities of Social Problems in Australia, 

Canberra, Life Line, September 
Vinson, T., Brouwers, M., Sampiemon, M., (1986) The Dutch Prison System, The 
Hague, Netherlands Ministry of Justice 
Vinson, T., Brouwers, M., and Sampiemon, M., (1987) "Management Strategies", and 
"Tactics and Views of Prison Officers", in Brand-Koolen, M.J.M., (ed.), 
Studies in the Dutch Prison System, Amstelveen, Kugler, 11-18, 55-72, 
73-94 
Vinson, T., (1987) "Crime", in S. Encel and M. Berry (eds.), Selected Readings in 

Australian Society. An Anthology, Melbourne, Longman Cheshire, 427-448 
Vinson, T., (1989) "Prisons: A Power Vacuum", in T. Jagtenberg and P. Dalton 
(eds.), Four Dimensional Social Space, Sydney, Harper and Row 
Vinson, T., "Overview", in Baldry, E., Vinson, T., (eds.), (1991) Actions Speak. 

Strategies and Lessons from Australian Social and Community Action, 

Melbourne, Longman Cheshire, 1-16 
Vinson, T., (1992) Evaluation of the NSW Pre-Trial Diversion of Offenders 

Program (Child Sexual Assault), Sydney, NSW Department of Health 
Vinson, T., (1992) The Adult Offender: Punishment or Rehabilitation? What? 

Sydney, Catholics in Coalition for Justice and Peace, 1-11 
Vinson, T., Baldry, E., & Breckenridge, J., (1995) Tertiary Educational Coverage of 
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Sexual and Domestic Violence in New South Wales, Sydney: Women's Health and 
Sexual Assault Education Unit, Western Sydney Area Health Service 
Vinson, T., Baldry, E., Hargreaves, J., (1996) "Social Networks and Child Abuse: An 
Ecological Study" in G. Pfeffer & D.K. Beher (eds.), Contemporary 

Society: Childhood and Complex Order, New Delhi, Manak Publications 
Vinson, T., Abela, M., Hutka, R., (1997) Making Ends Meet: A Study of Unemployed 

Young People Living in Sydney, Sydney, Uniya Social Justice Centre 
Vinson, T., (1998) Comparison of the Sentencing of Indigenous and Non-Indigenous 

Prisoners in New South Wales, Sydney, Uniya Social Justice Centre 
Vinson, T., with Baldry, E., (2000) "Does Community Matter? The importance of 
Social Networks in Promoting Child Protection", in Laing, L & 
Beckenridge, J, Continuing the Challenge: Speaking out against sexual & 

Domestic violence, Melbourne, Allen & Unwin 
Vinson, T., Webster, I., Baldry, E., (2000) Youth Suicide Prevention Initiative: 

Support to Rural Communities - Final Evaluation Report, Wagga Wagga, 
Gilmore Centre, Charles Sturt University 
Vinson, T., Power, P.,(1999) The Great Divide. Poverty and Wealth in Western and 

Outer South-Western Sydney, Sydney, Society of St Vincent de Paul 
Vinson, T., (2000) Achieving Responsibility: An Evaluation of Two Programs for 

Adolescents who have Sexually Abused, Sydney, NSW Department of Health 
Vinson, T., (2000) Negotiating a Whirlpool: Mentoring disadvantaged young people 

in inner-Sydney, Sydney, Crime Prevention Unit, NSW Department of 
Attorney General and Justice 
Vinson, T., Hornibrook, J., (2001) Visible Signs of a Well-functioning Community 

Service System, Lismore, Northern Rivers Area Health Service/ NSW Department of 
Community Services 
Vinson, T., (2001) Unequal in Health, Melbourne, Jesuit Social Services 
Vinson, T., Tehan, M, (2002) Repairing Relationships Behind Walls, Melbourne: 
Independent Assessment of Men and Family Relationships Project, Family and 
Children's Services Branch, Commonwealth Department of Family and Community 
Services 
Vinson, T., Esson, K., (2004) Audit of Outcomes to the Independent Inquiry into NSW 

Public Education, NSW Teachers Federation and Federation of Associations of 
Parents and Citizens 
 
ARTICLES 

 

Vinson, T., (1967) "Sociological Aspects of Automation - Part 1", Social 

Service, Vo1.18, No.5, March/April, 1-9 
Vinson, T., (1967) "The Sociological Results of Automation - Part 2", Social Service, 

Vo1.18, No.6, May/June, 1-5 
Vinson, T., (1967) "Sentiment and Rationality in Community Welfare Work", 
Australian Frontier, April, 5-15 
Vinson, T., Robinson, A, (1968) "Educational Opportunities and Social Mobility", 
Australian Quarterly, Vol. 40, No.4, 29-43 
Vinson, T., (1968) "Television and Group-Centred Learning", Social Work Education 

Reporter, Vol. XVI, No.2, June, 32-33 
Vinson, T., Robinson, A, (1968) "Censorship and the Australian Public" The 

Australian Journal of Social Issues, Vol. 3, No.3, 63- 74 
Vinson, T., (1968) "Comment on 'Opinion Agreement among High Court Justices' ", 
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The Australian and New Zealand Journal of Sociology, Vol. 4, No.2, 158- 159 
Vinson, T., Robinson, A, (1970) "Metropolitan clubs: spatial and social factors'" 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects News, June 
Vinson, T., Bartlett, F., Davies, M., Gob, E., Harrington, A., (1970) "The Youth 
Forum Technique", Australian Journal of Social Work, Vol. 23, No.2, 26-29 
Vinson, T., (1970) "Understanding the Social Forces Influencing Community Work in 
the Society in Which We Live", Social Service, Vol. 21, No.4, 7-18 
Vinson, T., (1972) "Homicides and Serious Assaults in New South Wales", 
Anglo-American Law Review, Vol. 3, No.1, January-March 
Vinson, T., (1973) "City Drunks - A Possible New Direction", Social Service, v.1.  
No.5, March/April, 2-4 
Vinson, T., Homel, R., (1973) "Legal Representation and Outcome", Australian Law 

Journal, Vol. 47, March, 132-135 
Vinson, T., Marshall, C., (1973) "Crime in Our Cities: A Comparative Study", 
Australian Journal of Social Issues, Vol. 8, No.3, 201-208 
Vinson, T., (1974) "Gun and Knife Attacks", The Australian Journal of Forensic 

Sciences, Vol. 7, No.2, 76-83 
Vinson, T., Homel, R., (1974) "Drug Convictions in New South Wales, 1972", The 

Medical Journal of Australia, Vol. No.4, January, 260 99-101 
Vinson, T., Homel, R., (1975) "Crime and Disadvantage: The Coincidence of 
Medical and Social Problems in an Australian City", British Journal of Criminology, 

Vol. 15, No.1, January 
Vinson, T., (1975) "Towards Demythologising Epilepsy: An Appraisal of Public 
Attitudes", The Medical Journal of Australia, Vol. 62, No.17, October, 663-666 
Vinson, T., (1975) "Probation and Parole in the Community - A 
Postscript," Probation/Parole Journal, No.1, 32-34 
Vinson, T., (1977) "The Social Response to Drunkenness: Political and 
Administrative Obstacles to Change", Victimless Crime, Sydney, NSW Department of 
Attorney General and Justice, Government Seminar, 24-27 February, 1977,34-39 
Vinson, T., Sutton, A., (1979) "The New South Wales Procedure of Hearing for 
Directions: A Research Evaluation", The Australian Law Journal, Vol. 53, 142 - 145 
Vinson, T, Cooney, G., Turnbull, J., (1979) "Admission to Medical School: The 
Newcastle (Australia) Experiment", Journal of Programmed Learning and 

Educational Technology, Vol. 16, No.4, 277-287 
Vinson, T., Hemphill, W., (1979) "Juvenile Aggression", The Australian Journal of 

Forensic Sciences, Vol. 11, No.3, 139-152 
Vinson, T, Leu, L., Smith, B., Yamey, N., (1986) "A Problem Solving Approach to 
Social Work Education", Australian Social Work, Vol. 39, No.3, 3-7 
Vinson, T., (1986) "The Obscure Language of Welfare", Advances in Social Work 

Education, Sydney, The Heads of Schools of Social Work in Australia, 56-62 
Vinson, T., (1987) "The treatment of Heroin Addiction: Some Lessons from Abroad", 
Australian Crime Prevention Council Journal, Vol. 9, No.1, 27-29 
Vinson, T, and McArthur, M., (1988) "Why Child Abuse Appears to have 
Increased", Modern Medicine, September, 62-73 
Vinson, T., (1988) "Female Crime- Then and Now: Towards 2000", Sydney, 
Bicentennial Papers, Australian Federation of University Women 
Vinson, T, (1989) "Prisons, Morality and Symbolic Virtue", Trinity Occasional 

Papers, Vol. VIII, No.1, 3-9 
Vinson, T., Berreen, R., McArthur, M., (1989) "Class, surveillance and child abuse", 
Impact, Vol. 14, No.3, 19-21 
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Vinson, T., (1990) Violent Offenders in Overseas Prisons", Criminology Australia, 

Vol. 1, No.4, April-May, 10-13 
Vinson, T., Chao, W., (1990) "Can Prison be Human? A Comparative Approach", 
The Third Sino-American Criminal Prevention Conference, Taipea, July/August, 1-21 
Vinson, T., (1991) "Prison Reform: Backwards or Forwards Thirty Years", Journal of 

Social Justice Studies, Vol. 4, 81-86 
Vinson, T., (1992) "Crime and the Recession", Current Issues in Criminal Justice, 

Vol. 4, No.2, 179-181 
Vinson, T., (1996) "Preparing human service professionals for work in the fields of 
Gender-related violence: a study in Australia", Scandinavian Journal of Social 

Welfare, Vo15, N03: 185-193 
Vinson, T., Baldry, E., Hargreaves, J., (1996) "Neighbourhoods, Networks and Child 
Abuse", The British Journal of Social Work, N026: 523-543 
 
Baldry, E., & Vinson, T., (1998) "The Current Obsession with Reducing Taxes", Just 

Policy, Nol3: 3-9 
Vinson, T., Baldry, E., (2000) "The Spatial Clustering of Child Maltreatment: Are 
Micro-Social Environments Involved? Trends and Issues in Crime and Criminal 

Justice, Canberra: Australian Institute of Criminology, Number 119 
Vinson, T., (2004) "The Nagle Report - 25 years on'" Current Issues in Criminal 

Justice, Vol. 16, No.1, July, 93-98 
Vinson, T., (2005) "Valuing Children's Education," New Matilda 16th February 
http://www.newmatilda.com/home/listcategory.asp?CategoryID=-I&cumavig_id=15 
Vinson, T., (2006) Can locality-based strategies genuinely open up life opportunities 
for children in disadvantaged areas?” Communities, Children and families Australia, 

Vol, 1, No.1, 50-52 
Rawsthorne, M., Vinson, T., (2007) “The Most Liveable Place in Australia: the role 
of social indicators in realising the vision,” New Community Quarterly, Vol. 5, No. 4, 
summer, pp.3-10 
Vinson, T., Harrison, J., (2007) “A Survey of Strategies,” Education, Term Three, 
pp.39-40  
Vinson, T., (2007) “The Web of Social Disadvantage,” Developing practice - the 

child, youth and family work journal, Number 19, Winter/Spring, 2007, pp.15-25  
Vinson, T., McDonnell, D., (2007) “War narratives,” Applied Theatre Researcher, 8, 
1-11 
Bottrell, D., Meagher, G., (eds.) 2008, “The reality of locational social disadvantage: 
what could help to reduce its ill-effects?” Communities and change: selected papers, 

V 1, 3-27, Sydney University Press 
Vinson, T., Ericson, M., (2014) “The social dimensions of happiness and life 
satisfactions of Australians, evidence from the World Values Survey,” International 

Journal of Social Welfare, V 23, Issue 3, 240-253. 
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