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Save Southall Black Sisters campaign (2008)
Southall Black Sisters’ Victory against Ealing Council

“An equal society protects and promotes equality  real freedom and substantive opportunity
 to live in the ways people value and would choose so that everyone can flourish.  An equal
 society rcognises people’s different needs, situations and goals and removes the barriers
 that limit what people can do and can be.” Lord Justice Moses quoting the chairman of
 the Equalities Review in the final report Fairness and Freedom, published in 2007 (Kaur and
 Shah v London Borough of Ealing [2008] EWHC 2062 (Admin)

On 18th July 2008 at the High Court, SBS won an important legal challenge affirming our right to exist
 and continue our work.  At stake was a decision by Ealing Council to withdraw our funding as the
 only specialist provider of domestic violence services to black and minority women in Ealing, under
 the guise of developing a single generic service for domestic violence for all women in the borough. 
 The Council sought to justify its decision on the grounds of ‘equality’, ‘cohesion’ and ‘diversity’. It
 argued that the very existence of groups like SBS – the name and constitution – was unlawful under
 the Race Relations Act because it excluded women in the majority community and was therefore
 discriminatory and divisive!  Ealing Council’s decision was based on the view that there was no need
 for specialist services for black and minority women. This view failed to take account of the unequal
 social, economic and cultural context which makes it difficult, if not impossible, for black and minority
 women to access outside help or seek information about their rights. In effect the council proposed to
 take away essential life saving services provided by SBS

Apart from concern for our own survival, we were concerned that the future of a number of voluntary
 sector organisations working for the human rights of black and minority ethnic people was in
 jeopardy, mainly because of the government policy on so called ‘cohesion’ Rather than funding
 service provision according to the needs of different groups that address issues of structural gender
 and racial inequality, the government’s  ‘one size fits all’ approach was based on a misguided notion
 of ‘community cohesion’ which regards activities carried out by a single ethnic groups as separatist.
 Although, paradoxically, at the same time, the government promoted (and still does) the funding of
 single faith groups even though they are exclusive by nature. We argued that the ending of funding
 to single groups harms black and minority groups that have struggled over years to bring
 communities together irrespective of religion, caste and ethnicity by addressing gender and other
 forms of inequality and racism.

Need Help?
Violence is a crime!
Do not suffer in silence.

In an Emergency Information

Helpline
0208 571 0800

General Enquiries
0208 571 9595

Support Our Work

We urgently need your help to
 continue our important life
 saving and pioneering work.

Please support us

Vacancies
We are looking for Full time
 Advocacy Services Manager and
 Legal, Policy & Campaigns
 Officer More info

Outreach Services
SBS will be working with other
 community and voluntary sector
 organisations to deliver a series of
 Outreach Services

Request SBS Reports
Access valuable Reports

Download SBS Reports

SBS Store

Google+

In an Emergency Services Campaigns No Recourse Fund SBS Reports SBS Store Support SBS About Case News
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#16days #girlsummit #ICchange #YouthforChange Abolish No Recourse to Public Funds
 Campaign Abortion Abuse Alchemy Festival Amnesty International Anti-fascists Avina Shah Awards

 Big Society Black and Asian Feminism Black and Ethnic Minority Caste
 Violence censorship Child and Early Forced Marriage Civil Rights Cohesion DDV Concession

 Destitution Domestic Violence Domestic Violence End Violence
 against Women & Girls Equality and Human Rights Commission Faith and Gender
 Report family migration Fascists Female Genital Mutilation Feminism FMU Repatriation Service
 Forced Marriage Forced Marriage Unit From Delhi to Southall Fundraising
 Gender Apartheid Gender Segregation Gender Violence Girl Summit 2014 Gita Sahgal Go Home
 vans  Homicide Law for inciting Suicide honour based

Upcoming Events
Silence Kills Workshops
Unspoken
Southall Black Sisters at the Girl Summit 2014
DFID Youth for Change event
Protest against fascists marching through Cricklewood
In memory of Jyoti Singh – Nirbhaya
Theresa May’s racist song sheet
Demo against the UKBA and it’s ‘Go Home’ posters
Against the Grain – Women and Words

The legal challenge succeeded in revealing that the Council had deliberately misconstrued and failed
 to have proper regard to its duties under the equalities legislation, in particular, the Race Relations
 Act, in reaching its decision.  In his written judgment, Lord Justice Moses stated that Ealing Council
 had made fundamental errors when deciding to cut funding to SBS in favour of one generic service
 on domestic violence for the borough. He stated that the Council had acted unlawfully in a number of
 critical ways: It failed to carry out a full racial equality impact assessment before fixing on the policy
 of a generic service on domestic violence; It failed to consider measures to avoid the adverse impact
 that its policy would have on black and minority women as pointed out by SBS; It failed to appreciate
 that there is serious under-reporting of domestic violence amongst black and minority women; It
 misconstrued the Race Relations Act  – in particular the need for positive action and the right to
 retain a name which announces the specialist nature of the organisation and it misconstrued the
 principle of cohesion by assuming that funding specialist projects will undercut cohesion.

In the judgment, Lord Justice Moses highlighted some important principles about equality. His
 comments had wide ramifications for all those struggling to maintain funding for specialist services
 and for the struggle for equality generally.

When we began the process of challenging Ealing Council in 2007, we were not sure where our
 journey would lead us. We received tremendous support from our users and many individuals and
 organisations along the way. We would not have succeeded without such encouragement. But
 above, all the support that we received reminded us of our responsibility in building a civil society
 based on the principles of justice, equality and humanity.

‘This victory is important for all grassroots specialist organisations that are faced with or likely to face
 cuts in their funding on the spurious grounds of ‘cohesion’ and ‘equality’. Ealing Council has tried to
 portray us an organisation opposed to the need for all women in the borough to have a domestic
 violence service. This is far from the reality. We will continue to struggle for the right of all women to
 have effective protection from domestic violence but this also means struggling for the rights of the
 most vulnerable women in our society who due to cultural and religious pressures and  racism need
 their own organisations to ensure that their voices are heard “ (SBS Press release July 2008)

Download the full judgment by Lord Justice Moses. We hope the judgment will help other
 organisations to fight any funding cuts that they may be facing. If you use the judgment then please
 let SBS know.

For further information please see Campaign Status page [archived]

Abolish No Recourse to Public Funds campaign
The Forced Marriage campaign
Save Southall Black Sisters campaign (2008)
Zoora Shah (1996-2000)
Kiranjit Ahluwalia (1990-1992)
Campaign Songs

You can now purchase our much
 celebrated publications to films
 examining the work of SBS.

SBS Store

SBS Current News
Gender is all too relevant in
 violence statistics

Legal Aid and Access to Justice

UN Special Rapporteur on #VAWG
 report on UK

Nearly 200 signatories call to
 dismantle parallel legal systems

SBS deplores attacks on Naz Shah

Two Years On: Impact of Anti-
Immigration Campaigns

SBS urges the government to ratify
 the Istanbul Convention

BME women shun politicians’
 scaremongering over immigration

Connect with SBS
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Hindu Fascism Hindutva politics
 violence Housing Advice Human Rights Act Immigration International Day for the
 Elimination of Violence against Women International Women’s Day Irwin Prize for Secularist of the Year
 Istanbul Convention Justice Alliance Jyoti Singh - Nirbhaya Law Society Legal Aid
 Legal Aid Challenge Lloyds Bank Community Fund Macpherson Inquiry Malala Yousafzai Mental Health
 Meriam Ibrahim Moazzam Begg Narendra Modi Naz Shah Nelson Mandela No Recourse to
 Public Funds Nosheen Azam Outreach Pragna Patel racism Religion and State Religious Right
 Residence Test Safe and Sane Report Save our Hospitals Savita Halapannavar SBS Report SBS
 Whole School Project Secularism Self Harm self help directory Sex-Selection Sex Segregation Sex
Selective Abortion Sexual Violence in India Sharia compliant wills sharia courts

 Solicitor’s Regulatory Authority Southall History Stephen Lawrence Suicide Tere Bina The Southall
 Story Trafficking Transforming Legal Aid UKBA UKBA. Go Home Vans
 Upcoming Events VAWG Violence Against Women War on Terror
 Women Activists and Campaigners Women Against Fundamentalism Zoora Sha

From Delhi to Southall: Freedom is Our Right!
Forced Marriage Training Seminar
Protest against sexual violence in India
Vigil for Savita
Cohesion, Faith and Gender Report Launch
Safe and Sane Report Launch
SBS and EVAW Domestic Violence Strategy Seminars
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