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AMESSAGE FROM
THE CHIEF COMMISSIONER

OURVISION ISTO
SUPPORT WOMEN
AND CHILDRENTO
LIVE FREE FROM
VIOLENCE. THIS

|S BASED ON THE
FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLE THAT
EVERY PERSON HAS
THE RIGHT TO LIVE
A LIFE FREE FROM
VIOLENCE.

Victoria Police is committed to
upholding the right to live a life
free from violence. We want victims
of family violence, sexual assault
and child abuse to be nonfident
that they can call Victoria Police
and receive a timely, thorough and
respectful response that ensures
their safety and wellbeing.

The Victorian Gevernment has
achieved much over recent years
in responding better to victims of
these crimes, but a huge challengs
still exists in reducing vinlence
againstwwomen and children. More
than one in twe australian vwomen
experience physical or sexual
assault b a man in their lifetime,
and, more than one in three women
who have had an intimate partner,
have experienced violence from

a partner. The level of violence in
the home, and against women and
children by those knov:n to them
remains unacceptable.

Victaria Police is often the first
peint of contact for victims of these
crimas. We have a responsibility

to provide high quality responses
for those whose lives are affected,
and to hold perpetrators of this
violence accountable.

Responding effectively to
violence against women and
children requires all parts of

the system to work together.
Victoria Pelice will continue to
coilaborate with our key partners
in the courts, government and
community services.

This five-year Strategy seeks to
build oii our achievements in the
Violenice Against Women Strategy:
The Way Forward 2002. From this
strong foundation, we will further
embed and improve our response
to the most commoen forms of
violence againet women and
children - family violence,

sexual assault and child abuse.
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STRATEGY 70 REDUCE VIOLENCE (]
AGAINST WOMEN AND CHILDREN
2002-2014

The Victoria Police strategic

plan, The Way Ahead 2008-2013,
articulates cur commitment to
three key priorities: a safer Victoria;
connecting the community; and
valuing our people. Our focus

on delivering a safer Victoria is
supported by our commitment

to ensuring that people feel
confident to report matters to
police. We know that raising
awareness of violence against
womean and children has resulted
inan increase in reported crime,
especially family violence. An
important indicator in this matter
is that women and children have
thie confidence to report to police.

| commend Victoria Police's

hard viork and dedication, and |
encuurage all members to vwork
togsther to achiewe our vision. We
must previde the best response
possible ever: time we are called
uut to help victims of family
violence, sexual assault and
child abuse.

Victoria Police will strive to
make Victoria a safer place for
women and children, because
itis our duty, and because it is
the right thing to do.

Simon Overland, APM
Chief Commissioner of
Victoria Police
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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY

OURVISION ISTO
SUPPORT WOMEN
AND CHILDREN

TO LIVE FREE
FROM VIOLENCE.
THIS STRATEGY
PROVIDES A CLEAR
DIRECTION AND
COMMITMENT FROM
VICTORIA POLICE,
AND OUTLINES KEY
OBJECTIVES AND
TASKS WE WILL
UNDERTAKETO
WORK TOWARDS
OUR VISION.
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OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS, VICTORIA POLICE WILL:

OBJECTIVE 1

HESFOND 10 AND INVESTIGATE
FAMILY VIOLENCE; EEXLIAL

ASEAUL CHILD ABUSE MORE
EFFELITIVEL

We are joined across Victoria by
government and community in a
united effort to provide the best
respense to all victims of family
violence, sexual assault and child
abuse. ictoria Police works in
partnership to prevent this violence
from occurring in the first place.

Over the last six years, Victoria
Police has warked closely with our
partners in government and the
community sector to implement
the 25 recommendations of the
original Victoria Police Violence
Against Women Strategy: The lay
Forward 2002. We have deelopad
a consistent and comprehensive
response to family violence.
Victoria Police is also working
hard to improve our response to
sexual assault and child abuse
through the implementation of
Sexual Offences and Child Abuse
Investigation Teams (SOCITs).

Despite the ongoing efforts of

Victoria Police and our partners,
the problem of viclence against
women and children remains all
too prevalent in our community.

We have put in place measures
and processes to track our
progress. An expected increase in
reporting of family violence, sexual
assault and child abuse, along
with a demonstrated increase in
action taken by police will be two
measures of our performance. We
know that the rate of reporting
directly correlates to the degree of
confidence victims have to come
forward and seek help from police.

We will also monitor our
performance through whole

of government evaluation and
research efforts to track systems
performance in responding to
violence against women and
children.



Victoria Police has contributed to
the development of the Victorian
Government 10 year Family
Violence strategic framewcrk
(forthcoming) and the 10-vear
Prevention Plan, Victoria's Plon

to Prevent Viclence Against
Women 2010-2020.These plans
are underpinned by the Violence
Against Women Policv Stotement.

These important plans include
high-level indicators, which we
will collectively work towards over
the next 10 years. Furthermors,
Victoria Police continues to
collaborate with the Departiment
of Justice and its partners on the
Sexual Assault Refarm Initiative,
and is working strategically with

the Department of Human Services.

(DHS) Child Protection'to respond
mare comprehensively to child
abuse cases.

OBJECTIVE 4

e
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WVICTORIA STRATEGY TO REDI
POLICE AGAINST WOMEN AND CHILDREN
20002014

THE FOLLOWING PERFORMANCE MEASURES WILL
TRACK ACHIEVEMENTS AGAINST OUR OBJECTIVES

Respond to and investigate family
violence, sexual assault and child
abuse more effectively.

MEASURES OVER THE NEXT SYEARS

Increase family violence rejoits to Victorie
Palice by 10% and chiarges laid by 5%.

Increase sexual assault reports to
Victaria Police by 15%.

Increase Family Violence Intervention Order
applications by Victoria Police by 10%

Take a leadership role in driving
integrated service delivery.

Increase referrals from potice to family
violence services by 15%.

Reduce nisk to children and young people
of ongoing exposure to violence through
prevention and early intervention.

Increase reports for child physical assault
(family related) by 10%

Increase members’ understanding about
issues of Vielence Against Women and
Children (VAWC) in order to provide
appropriate policing responses.

Demarnstrated increase in inembers
understanding of violence against
women and children
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THE PROBLEM OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND CHILDREN

(VAWC) HOW PREVALENTIS IT?

1.1EVIDENCE ABOUT VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN AND CHILDREN

Research informs us that the
underlving cause of violence
against women is the unequal
relationships betvveen men and
women. This includes both the
unequal distribution of power
and resources between men end
women, and the broader societal
structures that place v:omen and
children in a vulnerable position.

Table 1:Underlying determinants of violence against women: Gender roles and relations

INDIVIDUAL/RELATIONSHIP
- Belief in rigid roles and identities,
vweak support for gender equality

-» Miasculine orientationssense
of entitlement

-»Male dominance and control
of wealth in relationships

COMMUNITY AND ORGANISATIONAL

WIT.3013.001.0295_R

§TRATEw: TO REDUCE VIOLENCE
AGQAINET WDMEN AND CHILDREN
2002-20%

SOCIETAL

-+ Culturally-specific norms
regarding gender and sexuality

- [nstitutional and cultural
support for, or v.eak sanctions
against, gender inequality and

- Masculine peer organisational rigid gender roles.

cultures

According to Victorian Health
Promaotion Foundation (VicHealth)
research, the strongest end

most consistent predictors of
violence-supportive attitudes
were: being male; and having
weak support for gender equality!
Men are more likely to engage in
violence against women if they
hold negative attitudes towards
women, and if they identify with
traditional masculinity and male
privilege. To prevent violence
against women, we must not only
change attitudes. We also need to
change the structural inequalities
that perpetuate violence against
women and children, and violence
supportive social norms more
broadly.?

Prevent..7 .J%ar e latxeit cosurmliome-orer!
Eiberound gopar to 2a'fe the £oi. Wy LT ertnn o
v 3ence oseingt v omen in bt o (7 Hedir 2007

We knov that viomen and children
are the predominant victims of
family violence, sexual assault

and child abuse. More than onein
two Australian women experience
phvsical or sexual assault by a man
in their lifetime, and, more than one
in three women who have had an
intimate partner, have experienced
violence from a partner.®

One in four voung people has
witnessed family violence.
"Children who either witness
violence or are subjected to
violence themselves are more likely
to adhere to violence-supportive
attitudes”’ This places boys at
higher risk of future perpetration
and females at higher risk of
victimisation.
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1. THE PROBLEM OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND CHILDREN

(VAWC) HOW PREVALENTISIT?

“The cost of the pain and
suffering experienced by the
children and young people
who are abused and neglected
present a burden that is most
heavily paid in the loss of their
childhood.”

The Cost of Child Abuse in Australia (2008}

In 2007-2008, more than 6,000
Victorian children viere considered
to be at risk of child abuse
{substantiated investigations) as
reported to the Department of
Human Services, Child Protecticn.®
In terms of prevalence, it is
estimated that in 2007, 44,250
Victorian children were abused

or neglected.®This is considered
to be a conservative estimate.”

This evidence highlights that ve
must cuntinue to address violence
against vwomen and children

by impraving our response. In
addition, the way we viork must
contribute to an organisational
culture of non-violence and gender
equity, promoting respectful and
non-discriminatory working and
personal relationships.

We acknowledge that most men
are not violent towards their
partners. However, mast violent
offences against women and
children are committed by men
who are known to the victims,
including family members and
partners. It is important to
remember when responding to
these crimes, that it is very difficuit
for victims to take action against
their own partners and family
members. Fear of ostracism,
reprisals against themsslves and
their children, and disbelief from
family, friends and police are some
of the reasons why women find it
so hard to report. Victoria Police,
however, has a legal and sethical
duty to take action and investigate
these crimes the first time they
are raported.
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We know that many victims are
the most marginalised and
»ulnerable members of our
community. To address this
problem, all police who respond
to family violence, sexual

assault and child abuse will

work with specialist members
within Victoria Police. Specialist
members include Multicultural
Liaison Officers, the New and
Emerging Community Liaison
Officers, Aboniginal Commurity
Liaison Officers, and Gay and
Lesbian Liaison Officers.® Warking
tngether will assist members to
understand the additional barriers
and vulnerabilities faced by many
women and children, and to
respond appropriately.

Women and children with
disabilities are particularly
vulnerable and v/e will continue
to work with key partners to
ensure our response is accessible
and informed.?

The prevalence and incidence of
family violence, sexual assault
and child abuse is videspread
throughout Victoria. Despite
increasingly high quality
intersentions, there is little
evidence to suggest that this
has decreased over time.”?

Intimate partner violence is the
largest known contributor to the
preventable disease burden of
Victerian women and girls aged
between 15 and 44"



FAMILY VIOLENCE, SEXUAL ASSAULT AND CHILD ABUSE
ARE DEFINED BY LEGISLATION AND ARE THE MOST PREVALENT
FORMS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND CHILDREN

FAMILY VIDLENCE

iNCLUDES PHYSICAL, SEXUAL,
EFOTIONAL AND FINANCIAL ABUSE
ANDTHREATENING OR COERCIVE
BEHAMIOUR, INCLUDING TOWARDS
OR WITNESSED BY CHILDREN,

Violence is not only an
unacceptable violation of
women's and children's human
rights, but it also costs Victoria
approximately $3.4 billion every
year in direct and indirect costs.!*

The estimated cost of child abuse
in Australia is betvoeen $10.7

and $30.1 billion. Extrapolated

to Victoria at the lover end, the
annual cost is $2.7 billion®

-» Most women gssaulted in the
past 12 months were assaulted
by a current or previous partner
{31%4), a male family member or
friend (28%), or another male
person (12%)*

- Ofall assaults against women,
74.9% occurred in the home.'s

N7

Parents or other caregivers are

more likely to abuse and naglsct

their children if they live in a
family where there is intimate
partner violance, or experience

mental illness, drug and alcohol

addiction or other contextual
stressors with less social
support mechanisms.®

7.8%

SEXUAL ASSAULT

INCLUDES CRIMES DEFINED

BY THE CRIMES ACT (1958} SUCH
AS RAPE, INDECENT ASSAULT,
SEXUAL PENETRATION OF A
CHILD AND INCEST.

1.2 TRENDS IN REPORTING TO
POLICE AND POLICE ACTION

Nationally. onts 19% of all women
who are the victims of sexual
assault and 35% of ail v.-omen who
are victims of phusical violence
by @ male perpetrator reported to
police in 20051 In 2005, 61% of
women vwho experienced violence
by a previous partner in the past
12 months reporied the matter
to police® However about 75% of
women 'vho experienced intimate
partner “iolence did tell someone
~usually friends and family®

10% | PHSICAL INACTIVITY
0.8% BLOOD PRESSURE
1.0% | TORANCO
10% CHOLESTERGCL
ALPOHOL HARM
BODY WEIGHT
ILLICIT DRUGS

INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE

WIT.3013.001.0297_R

ViCTORIA STRATEGTY TG REDUCE YIOLENCE
POLICE ;gnmsrlzsfmwnmEN ANT CHILOREN
-20is

CHILOABUSE

1S AN ACT AGAINST CHILDREN
WHICH ENDANGERS A CHILD
ORYOUNG PERSON'S PHYSICAL
OR EMOTIONAL HEALTH OR
DEVELOPMENT. CHILD ABUSE

CAN BEASINGLE INCIDENT, BUT
USUALLY TAKES PLACE OVER TIME.

We know that women and children
face many barriers when reporting
to police. These barriers range from
a lack of knowledge of services and
rights, to their ov/n perception of
the seriousness of the incident. For
police members, this means that
b the time police are contacted it
is possible that family violence and
intra-familial se:uel agsault and
child abuse have bheen perpstrated
for some time.

Percentage of total burden {DALYs)
among women 15-44 years

Percentage of total burden (DALYs)
among women of all ages

tlomouris2 the wnp vet oF intin. 1.6 nartner iolence on the heolth of omeain® iztovio, . wiralis, Toos, Jastlur; LS Piv-s, A dadnen, b Heeran,
L Stanle ;L ¥iooarar [ H Webster, Bultetin of tl.e by orld Haalth O sar's i, Septem ber 2406,
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1. THE PROBLEM COFVIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND CHILDREN
(VAWC) HOW PREVALENT IS [T?

Figure 1: Number of family violence incidents attended
{Family Incident Reports) and number of charges
laid by Victoria Police from 2003-2004 to 2008—-2009

000’ %
40 100

WIT.3013.001.0298_R

= “What | found most difficult

80 was being so young and not

0 having a clue about services

0 or where to go ... It’'s important
0 to let people know about it
because if no one knows that
this place is here then it's not

(Client feedback from SOCIT/MDC pilot site)

15 4y
10 ——r— %
o] 20 - 3
5 a E - going to help.
" 3 | B3 o o = 4 "
IS A’qu q{@s
s e oy

@ Number of Family Incident Reports Cubmittad
& Number of Famil incident Reports wvnere Cnarges VWere Laid
= % 'here Cnarges ¥'ere Laid

FAMILY VIOLENCE

Over the past six ears, reporting
of family violence incidents to
Victoria Police has increased by
22%, from around 28,000 incidents
in 2003-2004 to nearly 34,000 in
2008-2009. Of these incidents,
most victims are female.-* The
number of Family Incident
Reports whare charges were

laid for criminal offences have
increased by 178%, from 3,004
in 2003-2004 to 8,346 in
2008-2009 (see figure 1).%

Increased reporting of family
violence and improved actions
taken by Victoria Police is no
reason for complacency. We
know that every year women
and children die at the hands
of their family members,

Although intimate partner
homicide has decreased by 2595
nationally, the rate of intra-familial
homicide has remained constant.2

Whilst the overall number of
intimate-partner homicides is
declining, more than haif of all
intimate partner homicides have
a recaorded histery of prior pelice
involvement (see figure 2}.-3

This means that police have had
previous involvement in over half
of all intimate partner homicides.
We need to ensure that our risk
assessment and action taken to
ensure safety and accountabhility
is scrupulous, so that women are
protected and weall-informed of
their options for risk management
and safety plarning.
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VICTORIA BTRATEGY TC REDUCE VIOLENCE 1
POLICE ABAINST WOMEN AND CHILDREN
0002014

Figure 2:Victoria intimate partner homicide incidents 1989-1990
to 2006-2007 and a known history of domestic violence
through contact with police

25

@ Total — O History

Lovce:IC Haninid Joritering Progiom. Data exirested ior “Telor 2 Pele, ~uzust 2002

We know that the number of sexual The proportion Of women

agsault victims who report to police

has remained lov: over the past experiencing sexual violence

six years. This is the case for both - - : "
categories of se;iual assault - rape N thelr I-lfetlme since the age

Src Sk e TR of 15 has increased (17.9% in
Unlike reports of family viclerce, 19961t019.1% in 2005)

there has been no significant Personal Safety Survey 2005

increase in sexual assault reports.

A number of factors may have

contributied to this, including the

guality of police responses and

the challenges victims face in the
criminal justice system.
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THE PROBLEM OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND CHILDREN

(VAWC) HOW PREVALENT IS IT?

Of the 4,378 reported sexual
assaults in 2008-2009, 82% were
fer children, and most of these
reported sexual assaults vere
perpetrated against females

(see figure 3).5 Reporting of
sexual assault by adult females
to Victoria Police is lewer than the
national average, so we need to
keep encouraging victims to come
forward. This is an area we v:ill be
working to improve significantly
through our new approach to
investigating sexual assault, of
both adults and children, and
child physical assault.

Figure 3: Reported sexual assaults to Victoria Police by victim, offence
category and gender 2003—-2004 to 2008-2009

1.000
500
|
C._Nu _
&

& &
& +
® Raszellate @ RareFemale 0 Rape Unsoecified
® Nun-RarsMalz & Non-RapeFemale @ Non-Rane Unspenified

Seurce: erpw rate Siatistizs, Vietoria Pulice, Loto extia zted fiom LEAF 72 July 2708

“I don’t think | would have reported if I'd had to go
to a police station ... Even the idea that somebody
sees you from the outside thinking, ‘Why is she
going to the police station? Here (MDC) it just
looks like any other building. Nobody knows your
business. They're not all in uniforms.”

(Client feedback from SOCIT/MDC pilot site)



. THE RESPONGS
TOVIOLENCE

AGAINST WOME
AND CHILDREN:

>




VICTORIA STRATEGY TO REDUCE VIOLENCE
POLICE ;uﬁn‘gN?;?OMEN AND CHILDREN

THE RESPONSE TOVIOLENCE AGAINSTWOMEN AND CHILDREN

There are international, Australian
and Victorian policy and legal
framewaorks that underpin and
support Victoria Police’s work to
reduce viclence against women
and children.

The international law that commits
Australia to eliminating violence
against women and children
includes the Convention tu
Eliminate Discrimination Against
Women?* and the Convention un the
Rights of the Child (see figure 4).%7

Nationally, we are guided by the
Australasian Pelicing Strategy

to Reduce ond Prevent Family
Violence?* and the Commonuwealth's
National Plan to Reduce Violence
Against Women.*®

2.1 VICTORIAN RESPONSE
TO VAWC

At a state levet, Victorian legislation
such as the Charter Of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act
2006 and the Victim's Charter Act
2006 guide our response under 4
range of relevant laws.

The Victorian Government also

has a clear pelicy on prevention

to which Victoria Police has
committed. This involves working
together with government and
non-government organisations to
reduce violence against women
and children through various
prevention initiatives. Victoria's
state plan to prevent violence
against women is a high-level
framework for government and
community policy and practice over
the next ten years. Its ultimate aim
is to create Victorian communities,
cultures and organisations thatare
non-violent and gender equitable,
and relationships that are
respectful and non-discriminatory.

WIT.3013.001.0302_R

The Victorian Gavernment has
undertaken significant legistative,
criminal justice and service sector
reforms in family violence, sexual
assault and child protection. Nev.
legislation such as the Children,
Youth and Families Act 2005 {(Vic)
and the Family Violence Protection
Act 2008 (Vic) has been introduced.
in addition, the Crimes Act 1958
(Vic) and the Evidence Act 1958
(Vic) have been reformed.?*

Achievements of the Violence Against Women Strategy 2002-2008

LATE 2001

Former Chief Commissioner,
Christine Nixon, announced a new
focus onviolence against women
(VAW) as a priority for Victoria
Police. VAW Internal Steering
Committee formed to implement
the Violence againsi Women
Strategy: A Way Forward (VAW
Strategy).

1 AUG 2002

Inaugural meeting of Statewide
Steering Committee to Reduce
Familv Violence (SSCRFV) held.
Now known as the Family Violence
Statewide Advisary Committee
(FVSAC), the committee is co-
chaired by Victoria Police and the
Office of Women's Policy.

JUNE 2003

Inaugural meeting of the Statewide
Steering Committee to Reduce
Sexual Assault (SSCRSA) held,
co-chaired by Victoria Police and
the Office of Women'’s Policy.

1 SEP 2004

Cude of Practice for the
Investigation of Family Violence
launched. Over 6.400 members
trained, and 10 Family Viclence
Adviser positions funded.

OCT 2005

Code of Practice for the
Investigation of Sexual Assauilt
reviewed and re-released.
Multilingual brochures developed.

DEC 2005

Concept of Operations for

the investigotion of Sexuol
Assault developed, leading

to the implementation of the
Sexual Assault and Child Abuse
Investigation Teams (SOCIT)
pilot project.

FEB 2006

SSCRFV report to government on
developing an integrated family
violence system for Victoria:
Reforming the Family Violence
System in Victoria.
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Figure 4:Policy and Legislative Framework

UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION TO END VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN.

—=1 UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO ELIMINATE

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN,
UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD.

THE AUSTRALASIAN POLICING STRATEGY ON THE PREVENTION
AND REDUCTION OF FAMILY VIOLENCE NOVEMBER 2008.

COMIAONWERLTH PLAN TO REDUGE VICLENCE AGAINST
WOMEN 2010-2020.

FAMILY VIOLENCE, SEXUAL ASSAULT CRIMINAL JUSTICE

VICTORIA POLICE
“THE WAY AHEAD"

JULY 2006
Legislative powers implemented
—‘holding powers' to increase
safety of victims and accountability
of perpetrators.

JULY 2006

Formal protocol between
Department of Human Services
and Victoria Police: Family Violence
Referral Pathways 2006-2008

NOV 2006

Study of Reported Rapes in Victoria

2000-2003 by Dr Melanie Heenan
and Dr Suellen Murray.”

"THE WAY AHEAD": 2008-2013 INCLUDES: VIOLENCE
AGAINST WORMEN - THE WAY FORWARD 2002-2007

DEC 2008

Legislative powers implemented
~Family Violence Protection Act
2008 and police-issued Family
‘/iolence Safety Notices.

ONGOING
Victoria Police has played a

; critical leadership role and has
i actively participated in all key

i developments in the whole of

i government reforms in this

area. For further dztail see

- www.familyviolencevic.pov.au

WIT.3013.001.0303_R

STRATEQY TO REDUCE VIOLENCE 15
AGAINST WOIEN AND CHILDREN
2000-2014

Significant increased investment
and coordination has prcided
new opportunities and challenges
for Victoria Police to deliver
better services individually and

in partnership to ensure that

the objectives of state legislation
are achieved.

Victoria Police is represented on all
ke government and stakeholder
forums to ensure that we work
inan integrated way to improve
outcomes for victims of violence.

VICTORIAN AND CHILD FIRST SYSTEM AND LEGISLATIVE REFORHS
GOVERNMENT SYSTEM I 3
AND LEGISLATIVE STRONG CULTURE, STRONG PEOPLE, STRONG FAMILIES.
TOWARDS A SAFER FUTURE FOR INDIGENOUS FAMILIES gésvm‘g%?k'ggs
AND COMMUNITIES, 10 YEAR PLAN. OVERTHE AL aDL

In the past six years, Yictoria
Police has viorked alongside

the community and government
to implement the 25
recommendations in the Viclence
Against lvomen Strategy: The
Way Forward 2002.They were
overseen by the Victoria Police
Violence against Women Steering
Committee. Some of the many
achievements are listed in the
adjacent table.

Since the introduction of the

Code of Practice for the
Investigation of Family Vielence in
2004% and the Risk Assessment
and Management Process™®,
supported by Family Violence
Advisers, actions taken by Victoria
Police to support victims and hold
perpetrators accountable have
improved. Examples of this include
a significant increase of 212%%

in intervention orders (see figure

5) applied for by police on behalf
of victims, and referrals to family
violence services made in 80% (see
figure 6) of attendances by pelice
as per the DHS/Police Protocol.
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VICTORIA STRATEGY TO REDUCE VIOLENCE
POLICE AGAINST WOiIEN AND CHILDREN
2008-2014

THE RESPONSE TO VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND CHILDREN

We have ensurad that children
are included in our family vielence
risk assessment. The number

Figure 5: Family Violence Intervention Orders (FVI0) applied for by police
on behalf of affected family members in total numbers and as
a percentage of family violence incidents attended by Victoria

of children recorded as present

Police from 2003-2004 to 2008-2009

at family violence incidents in 000" %
2008-2009 was 12,047, or 35.5% 40 100
of allincidents.*® Notifications to

DHS Child Protection arising from 35 =

Family Vioience Incident Reports 80
(FIRs) increased to 4,079 in L2 4
2008-2000 (see figure 7).% |tis -

very important that we remain €0
vigilant about protecting children’s 20 57
human rights, and ensure that

thev have access to the best 18 #
investigation and services. - 30
We are viorking hard to improve 0
our response to sexual assault 5 1
and child abuse, and aim to make i "

significant progress trrough

the SOCIT project. Research, ,l',‘-‘P L& o
projects and formal evaluations S & &
across the sexual assault ‘reforms ® Totz' FIR
conducted over the past six years & il e o byndiios
have provided a sound basis for Weepe RHOH

— % 1"/0 applied for

identifving areas of improvement.
Significant in this area has been
the development of the SOCITs
and the Multi-Disciplinary Centre
(MDC) pilot sites, the Video and
Audio Taped Evidence (VATE)
review, and the Study of Reported

Souise: Comnarate Stut utic™. “i2tonig Pol 2e. C 10 eatitictan fi»m LEAF Tedul 2002

Figure 6: Family violence incidents attended by Victoria Police and
percentage of incidents that result in one or more referrals
to family viclence services

Rapes in Victorio 2000-2003. 000" %
To respond to and investigate 40 109
incidents of sexual assault and - 50

child abuss, a high standard

of training and professional 30 K
development is critical for our 70
members. We have worked closely 5 9
with the Victoria Police Education

Department to enhance response g 52
and investigative capacity. 40
Specialist content experts have 12

delivered high quality training 10 0
in interviewing offenders and 20
vulnerable witnesses. 5 10

U = 0
(O,oq’ & & &

e & & &

v v

@ FIRs resulting in 3t least one referral

& Total FIRS

— % of FIRs resulting in rcferrals

Guuree: Lorprrate Siatist g, Wizt Police, [ata e tratted frora LEAP 18 July 2009



“I think it's just the general
understanding of the public
that if you report sexval
assault to police you have
to tell your story on numerous
occasions. But that’s one of
the advantages now. We can
say, ‘If you report to police
then the chances are that
the police officer you

tell your story to today will
be the one that follows it

all the way through’.

LR L]

(CASA Counsellor, SOCIT/MDC Filot Site)

L} l:. { =3
Hepiel=iat - gp) g}

“The development of the ENOUGH

campaign was a coflaboration
between DOJ, DHS, DPCD,
Victoria Police, family vinlence
peak organisations and other
stakeholders. The campaign,

VICTORIA STRATEGY TO REDUCE VICLENCE
POLICE AGAINST WAMER ANL CHI_DREM

2006-2n4
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Figure 7:Family Incident Reports where one or more child was
recorded as present and where a notification was made

to DHS Child Protection
00g*
4
35
=
30 g 3;_
2 § H i
25 3 & i
]
)
16
1u =
3 g
- o = =1
I & % 3 1 <
-
(| l
o N
&S & e o
& > o 0

aimed primarily ot women, sought

to roise awareness of the new
Farmly Violence Protection Act

.and the help services available

to people experiencing family
violence The campaign carried
the tagline, Family Violence.
Victoria has had enough.” for
more information see http:/
www.familyviolence.vic.gov.ous’
Credit: Department of Justice

@ FIRs where ihildren »:ere precent and DHS Nutificaticn
@ FIRs where children v.ere pizsent
Total FIRs

Souie: Cnrp arate Statictics, Victorio Foll . (1ot e S-octed fror.: » S£1 G0k 7008
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3.1 INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL
CONSULTATIONS

In Z008-2009 vre have consulted
both internally and externally viith
members and ke stakeholders,
These consultations have shaped
the development and emphasis of
this Strategy.

Also informing thig Strategy
has been feedback on both the
strengths 2nd vieaknesses of
our response. WWe have sourced
additional information from:

- Tha Victorian Auditor-Generals
report on ‘Implementing Victoria
Police’s Code of Practice for
the Investization of Family
Yiolence'-

- The Sentencing Advisory Council
Repcrt an Sentancing Practices
for Breach of Family Violence
Intervention Orders™

- ARC research projects in vihich
Victoria Police is an industry
partner, and

- Evaluation reports such as
the VATE Review.

We also gather feedback through
our involvement in numerpus
stakeholder and whola of
government committees,

where issues and concerns

are raised on a regular basis.

NEXT STEPS IN DEVELOPING OUR FUTURE RESPONSE

3.2 WHAT WE STILL HAVE
TO ACHIEVE

We have undertaken a
comprehensive mapping and

gap analysis exercise. The key
directions and priorities are
outlined in the actions associated
with each of our objectives (see
Section 4),

In short, we have achieved a great
deal around family violence, and
have a solid foundation from wthich
wa can continue to improye our
response and our role as part of the
integrated family violence system.
Over the next five years, we need to
enhance our response by improving
risk assassment and management,
conducting more effective
imvestigations, veorking across the
integrated family violence sy'stem,
and responding better to children
affected by family violence.
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In responding to saxual assault end
child abuse, we are undertaking
groundbraaking work to establish
aictim-centred service delivery
and investigative model (the

SOCIT model). This model is

leading the way to ensure that
victims receive the best possible
service and the highest standard
of investigation that increases

the chance of prosecution and
victim satisfaction. Key elements
of our response are our focus

on both adult and child victims,
and our enhanced professional
development and training program.

We need to embed within policing
culture a message to both the
public and police members that
we take this issue seriously, and
will take immediate action.

“My ideal type of (police officer) would be
someone who (you) can go to talk to and
you can tell them anything and they’ll
listen. They'll advise you on things but

they won't judge you.

{Client feedback SOCIT/MDC)
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NEXT STEPS IN DEVELOPING OUR FUTURE RESPONSE

3.3VALUES AND EVIDENCE THAT
UNDERPIN OUR FUTURE WORK

The values that underpin our
approach over the next five years
are premised cn agreed principles
acrogs government. They are:

-» human rights and respect
for woman and children

— gafety and agency for victims

- accountability and responsibility
for perpetrators

-» diversity and access and

-» sustainability, consolidaticn
and integration.

“They (police officers) were fantastic,.
absolutely ... They listened ... | sort of

.feel OK about my case not going forward

because they (the investigators) believed

me and did as much as possible”
(Client feedback SQCIT/MDC pilot site)

The evidence on what works when
responding to family violence,
sexual assault and child abuse has
both commonalities and points of
difference. We know that the key
ingredients to success include:

- a strong criminal justice
response

- an effective investigative
and victim-centred approach

- an effective and immediate
crisis response for women
and children

— accountability and behaviour
change programs for
perpetrators

- integrated/multidisciplinary
approaches and

- long-term prevention efforts.

In each area, we have analysed
the evidence and identified the
steps we need to take to ensure
our respanse is evidence-based,
effective and feasible.
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VICTORIA STRATEGY TO REDUCE VIOLENCE
POLICE AGAINST WOMEN AND CHILDREN
20002014

OURVISION AND OBJECTIVES

4.1 VISION

The vision that underpins our
strategy is to support women and
children to live free from violence.

The role of Victoria Police is to:

- provide a respectful, timely,
coordinated and thorough
response to ensure victim
safety and wellbeing and

- hold perpetrators accountable
through prompt action and
thorough invastigation.

4.2 OBJECTIVES

This Strategy has four key
objectives to achieve our vision.
Over the next five years we will:

-> OBJECTIVE 1
Respond to and investigate
family violence, sexual assault
and child abuse more effectively.
- OBJECTIVE 2
Take a leadership role in driving
integrated service delivenrs.

- OBJECTIVE 3
Reduce risk to children and
young people of ungoing
exposure to violence through
prevention and early
intervention.

- OBJECTIVE &
Increase members’
understanding about issues
of VAWC in order to provide
appropriate policing responses.

The vision that underpins cur strategy
is to support women and children to live

free from violence.
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4.3 ACTIONS FOR EACH
OBJECTIVE

VYictoria Police is committed to
progress a number of action
areas over the nexi five years.
Each objective contains its own
action areas. Some of this viork
builds on existing viork such as
updating the Codes of Practice
for the Investigation of Family
Violence and Sexual Assault. New
work will include developing new
approaches to investigation of
chitd abuse as a crime theme,
and prevention and early
intervention work with children
and young people.



OBJECTIVE T

OBJECTIVE *

Respond to and investigate
family violence, sexual assault
and child abuse more effectively.

The response that victims of
family “iolence, sexual assault
and child abuse receive is
critical to their safety, wellbeing
and their engagement with the
criminal justice system and
support services. As such, we
must continue to improve our
initial responses, and carry out
comprehensive investigations
that focus on victims' wellbeing
and dignity. In doing so, we will
see increased reports to police,
especially in the most under
reported of all crimes — sexual
assault. It is also critical that
perpetrators are held accountable,
and are engaged in appropriate
services.

____Actions
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ICTORIA STRATEGY TO REDUCE VIGLENCE i3

ViCT
POLICE AHBAINST WOMEN AND CHILDREN
2008 -2014

Continue to monitor, review, and @mbed implementation
of the Codes of Practice for the Investigation of Family
Violence and Sexual Assault and related protocols

Implement, monitor and evaluate responsibilities
pertaining to the Family Violence Protection Act 2008,
including evaluation of Family Violence Safety Notices.

Participate in the Systemic Review of Family Violence
Deaths led by the State Coroner. and develop an
investigative model for family violence crimes

Continue to strengthen positive working relationships
with community [eaders and organisations in diverse
and vulnerable communities.

Reward and recognise excellerice and best practice
in policing of family violence, sexual assault and
child abuse.

Improve investigative response to sexual assault and
child abuse through the statewide expansion of the
Sexual Offences and Child Abuse Investigation Teams
{SOCIT), including better outcomes for cognitively
impaired victims.

Implement recommendations of the YATE Review as
well as a process for ongoing specialist sexual assault
and interviewing training

Develop quality assurance frameworks for family
violence, sexual assault and child abuse including
ongoing monitoring and evatuation of SOCIT program
and transition.
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4. OURVISION AND OBJECTIVES

Actions

Implement Victoria Police commitments in the
1 Strong Culture, Strong People, Strong Families: Toward
a a safer future for Indigenous fumilies and communities:
10 Year Plan.

OBJECTIVE 2

police, sexual assault and family violence services and

2 Develop strategies to enhance collaboration between
" child protection.

i i — Er—— — reme

Participate in the devetlopment of an integrated
strategy to better respond to high-risk victims and

3 % perpstrators of family violence. This includes multi-
agency responses to risk management.

OBJECTIVE 2 Continue regional coordination between Victoria Police,
Take a leadership role in driving 4 courts and victim/perpetrator services in relation to
integrated service delivery. " family violence.

We know from experience and

ctice that taki leadershi J . .
fg?e irlm i integraltré%?;yzilenir P 5 Enhance risk management and information sharing

is critical to achieving better capabilities to increase safety while respecting privacy.

outcomes for victims. We also
know that taking a collaborative

investigative response, and Undertake research and analysis of repeat family
ensuring victims are canlnectec_i 6 violence to inform statewide strategy to reduce repeat
to the right support services will = offending and victimisation.

result in greater victim satisfaction
and better safety and criminal e o (e
justice outcomes. Continue to participate in whole of government
7 coordination mechanisms, and provide a social
i leadership role in reducing violence against women
and children.

——— - e o PE—— T— -

Family Violence Liaison Officers to match new

8 Ensure support for Family Violence Advisers and
= regicnal boundaries.

Participate in internal and whole of government
evaluations and data collection projects such as the

9 : Family Violence Data Base and Sexual Assault Reform
Initiative evaluation.
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OBJECTIVE 3

Reduce risk to children and young
people of ongoing expesure to
violence through preventien and
early intervention.

Viclence against children and
young peopls is an emerging
issue that requires a concerted
effort from Victoria Police. We
must intervene early. We must
also ensure that we provide
appropriate responses to children
and young pecple who are at risk
of continued exposure to famil:
violence, sexual assault or other
forms of child abuss.

“They (police) were impartial.
They couldn't say “Oh yes,
you're right. We're totally there
for you. But they actually
were there! They did a lot of
research and hours and gee,
| was really wrapped that
theydidit... They weren't
biased in any way and | felt
that’s how they had to be.
They left me feeling good
about the whole situation.”
{Victim feedback, SOCIT pilot project)

WiCTORIA
POLICE

Most reperted victims of sexual
assault are children. Police attend
at least 12,000 family violence
incidents each year where one or
more child is present.* Each of
these reports provides us with the
opportunity to respond, investigate
and link these young people into
services to reduce their exposure to
risk, and enhance their safety and
wellbaing. Alongside this, we have
the oppertunity to collaborate with
internal and external stakeholders
to prevent violence before it
occurs. This is an area we will work
towards aver the next five years.

Actions

STRATEGQY TO REDUGE VIOLENGE
AGAINST WOMEN AND CHILDREN
2000-2014
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Improve cluldren and young people’s access to

Victonia Police services by enhancing communication,
information provision and consultation (linking to
Victona Police Child and Youth Strategy).

Develop skills, capacity and understanding of

perpetration of violence.

promote respectful relationships.

children at risk of abuse.

investigative guidelines for child abuse.

Victoria Police members regarding earlier intervantion
strategies to reduce risk of re-victimisation or

Collaborate ininternal and whole of government zarly
. intervention iniiiatives for children and voung people

Collaborate and participate in statewide and policing
prevention initiatives such as White Ribbon Day to

Develop quality assurance indicators to measure
a Victoria Police response te violencs against children

Improve joint investigative responses {VicPol/DHS) to

Develop s specialist community of practice and




VICTORIA STRATED: TC REDUCE VIDLLHGE
POLICE ;::E‘;"‘IM;E‘; :,nrnﬂm Ant) Gl oREs
OURVISION AND OBJECTIVES

OBJIECTIVE 4

OBJECTIVE 4

Increase members' understanding
about issues of VAWC in order

to previde appropriate policing
responses.

Providing the very best police
response requires a high standard
of knowledge, skills and an
understanding of the complexity
nf the issues to which members
respond. Family violence, sexual
assault and child abuse are
complex crime themes that
require extensive training. Over
the next five years, we will work
towards increasing members’
understanding of these issues

in order to provide the most
appropriate policing response to
both victims and perpetrators.
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Actions

Develop and implement a training and professional
development strategy to ensure that training on
violence against women and children is included in
all relevant training courses.

e T el e | P e B

Ensure data systems are meeting the needs of the
organisational response tp violence against women
and children. This includes Interpose, LINK, and LEAP
to ensure ongeing performance monitoring

and improvement.

Support existing research initiatives to enhance
Victoria Police response to violence against women
and children.

Develop and implement violence against women
and children performance measures for Compstat
reporting to identify actions taken in each Police
Service Area (PSA).

Develop internal and external communication
strategy for violence against women and children.

Maintain support for the Crime Department to provide
relevant strategy, policy and practice advice, and
project development and implementation.

Develop a benchmark for members’ skills, knowledge
and attitudes in responding to VAWC,

Develop a mechanism to gauge victim satisfaction
regarding police responses to VAWC,
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5.

IMPLEMENTATION, MONITORING AND REVIEW

VICTORIA POLICE WILL USETHE
FOLLOWING TO OVERSEE THE
STRATEGY'S IMPLEMENTATION,
MONITORING AND REVIEW:

=> internal reporting such as
Compstat and the Violence
Against Women and Children
Steering Committee

— external reporting such as
the Family Violence Ministers
Meeting, and whole of
government committees
relevant to family violence,
gexual assault and child abuse

= development of an annual
action plan and report

- an annual stakeholder
review and report back

- a mid-term review in 2012

- monitoring performance
measures.

Itis important for internal

and external stakeholders

that Victoria Police report on
progress and challenges, and
highlight good practice Agreed
measures vill be reviewed over
the period of the implementation
plan in consultation with

whole of government partners.
Commitments have been made
through government policy such
as the forthcoming 10-year farnily
violence framework?®', and the
Strong Culture, Strong People,
Strong Families: Toward a safer
future for Indigenous forilies and
communities, 10 Year Plen.*

Victoria Police continues tobe a
critical partner in all governance
and advisory structures that
oversee the range of reforms
underway to address violence
against women and children.
These include those at ministerial,
departmental, regional and local
levels, where multiple agencies
are required to work together.
Victoria Police will also continue to
work closely with non-government
partners through the leadership
role it has maintained with

the statewide family vivlence

and sexual assault advisory
committees.
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The performance measures for this
Strategy have baen developed by
analysing Victoria Police data over
the past six years. They are five-
vear targets and are conservative
estimates. The measures outlined
will be monitored through the
Victoria Police Compstat process
from 1 Julv 2010.

Each Police Service area (PSA)

will work towards achieving these
measures, with data measuring
performance in theii local PSA
being compared with performance
targets at a statewide level.

The Crirne Department is
responsible for developing and
coordinating the Annual Action
Plan. The activities identified in the
Action Plan will be implemented by
the most appropriate arga v.ithin
the organisation.

The Violence Against Women
and Children Internal Steering
Committee will manitor and
review the implementation of
this Strategy.

Addifionally, Victoria Police is
committed to collaborating
and reporting through whole
of govaernment forums and
systems evaluation.

“But, after 20 years of living in fear, Ms Reddish spoke
out.“I'd seen my 18-year-old daughter get beaten up
against a wall, and | thought ‘enough is enough.

Former officer in charge of Diamond Creek police
station, Michael (Mick) Millen took me into his office,
sat me down and said “its alright Bey, | believe you™
“His words will never be forgotten.”

Police Life, February 2009 { http:/#www.policevic.gov.au/content.asp?
Document _ID=1218)."
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CASE STUDIES

RISK ASSESSMENT AND
MANAGEMENT PROCESS - A
NEW LEVEL OF SOPHISTICATION
IN RESPONDING TO FAMILY
VIOLENCE

In September 2004, Victoria Police
launched its Code of Practice

for the Investigation of Family
Violence. This Code is rerowned
for developing and implementing
a consistent pulice response to
famil violence across Victoria.

Accompanying the Code of Practice
was the Risk Assessment and
Management Process (L17) to
assist members to identify viomen
and children who mav pe at risk

of future violence. This was the
first formal victim-focused tool
that helped members to identify
complexrisk factors. It contributed
to, and supported, their decision
making regarding further action

to ensure immediate safetv. The
tool also outlined specific factors
affecting children v:ho either
experienced violence directly or
were witness to violence against
their non-offending parent. The
tool vsas based on those used
successfully by national and
international jurisdictions.

Due to the L17's success, the
integrated reforms coordinated

by the State Government have
incorporated a similar tool, -
consistent with police process, for
all other family violence services.
The Victorian Government now has
an integrated Risk Assessment
and Management Process that has
provided a framework and tools
for all family violence services. It
also provides an official training
program across all parts of the
integrated system, including
courts, family violence services,
and key health services such as
child and maternal nurses.

CO-LOCATION CF SOCIT AND
CHILD PROTECTION — FRANKSTON

The Sexual Offences and Child
Abuse Investigation Team (SOCIT)
and a specialist Child Protection
sexual assault response team,
(the Frankston Sexual Assault
Investigation Team) has been co-
located since Julv 2008B. Located
in the multidisciplinary Peninsula
Sexual Assault Centrs, Frankston,
they work together with staff from
the South Eastern Centre against
Sexual Assault (SECASA).

In one year, police and Chitd
Protection responded to over

100 children, resulting in effective
outcomes for the victims and

their families. The cases were
challenging, comptex and highly
sensitive. However, there have been
many positive outcomes. Some of
the benefits and outcomes of the
pilot have included the following:

-+ Only three Protection
Applications have been issued.

- Except for two children who
were placed with extended
family members, all children
have remained in the care of
the non-offending parent.

= Only three children have been ra-
netified to Child Protection, with
only one being re-investigated

In one example of collaboration,
Child Protection received a report
that two young girls aged 14 and 16
could be at risk of sexual assault.
Their older half-sister had made
recent disclosures that her father
(the two younger girls' step-father)
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had sexually abused her during
childhood. The reporter suggested
that the girls' mother loved her
children, and that she was likely to
actin a protective manner if she
felt that her children vsere at risk of
harm. Consultation oceurred with
other professionats who specialise
in the area of sexual offending and
sexual assault, and a joint decision
vias made to investigate the case.

Child Protection convened a
meeting with SOCIT and SECASA
to discuss the planning of the
forensic interviev:s and what role
each agency would pla:: A decision
was made that Child Protection
would invite the children's mother
to meet with Child Protection
staff at the Peninsula Sexual
Assault Centre. The children would
then be interviewed jointly by
Child Protection staff and police.
The children's mother met with
Child Protection staff, and the
allegations were discussed vith
her. She was understandably
shocked and visibly distressed.
Child Protection arranged for

an onsite SECASA counsellor to
conduct a crisis session with the
children’s mother immediately
after the interview with Child
Protection. At a later date, the
children's mother stated that

the session with SECASA greatly
helped her to process her own
feelings, and empowered her to
actin the children’s best interest.
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CASE STUDIES

The children's mother later agreed
for the children to be interviewed
bv Child Pratection and police the
following day. The Victoria Police
Forensic Interviewing of Children
Advisor was consulted at this
stage to discuss the best method
of interviewing the girls, given they
had not made any disclosures

of sexual abuse. A decision was
alsc madue to ask the mother to

be involved at the start of the
intersew so that the children
couid feel relaxed and comfortable
when discussing the purpose of
the interview. This greatly helped
the children to be less fearful of
the interview, and to speak more
freely about their experiences.

Both girls disclosed sexual assault
by their step-father during the
forensic interview. Police arrested
and charged the children’s step-
father with sexual assault the next
day, and bailed him to an address
away from the family home. As a
result of all the planning and prior
discussion about the case, the
police acted quickly and efficiently
in relation to the criminal
proceedings. Child Protection also
arranged for the girls to commence
counselling with SECASA shortly
after their disclosures.

Qver the following few weeks, Child
Protection spent considerable time
with the girls and their mother.

It was a difficult and ematioral
time for the family. Although the
mother remained protective, she
sometimes doubted whether she
could live without her husband,
and experienced both financial and
social difficulties. It was at these
times that intense support and
assistance from Child Protection

This set of creative mesaics, Earth,
Water, Fire. and Air were produced by
a group of women os part of their
recovery from sexual assault. The
artist, Anne Riggs, established the
project to contribute to the skils and
weli-being of women. The wamen
found within themselves astonishing
abilities to design, craate and learn
many techniques of mosaic-making
and installation.

SE CASA has co-located with Victerio
Police as part of the innovative and
successful SOCIT/MOC projact of
Frankston. These masaics ore displaved
at the office. http:/wwvr.secasa.com.
au/ Credit: Anne Riggs
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and SECASA was crucial. With this
support, the mother was able to
continue to ensure her children's
safety by refusing to reconcile
with her husband. She became
empowered to take actions such
as initiating Family Law Court
proceedings and changing her
financial situation.

At the final Child Protection family
meeting, the mother stated that,
although it had been the most
difficull and stressful perioo of her
life, she was extremely appreciative
of the process. She was grateful

to Child Protection and police for
not blaming her, and for showing
her empathy and respect. She

also emphasised that without

the support and assistance she
received from Child Protection,
police and SECASA, she could not
have made the changes necessary
to ensure her children’s safety.
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/. FURTHER
INFORMATION:

> Ta provide comment or to

order a copy of thi Ml

violenceagainstwomen@police.vic.gov.au
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SICTiEnA
LTE

USEFUL CONTACTS
AND WEBSITES

Australian Centre for the Study of Sexual Assault
www.aifs.gov.au/acssa/

Australian Domestic Family Violence Clearing House
www.austdvelearinghouse.unsw.edu.au

National Child Protection Clearing House
www.aifs.gov.aurnch

Victorian Centres Against Sexual Assault
wviv.casa.org.au

Department of Human Services
www.dhs.vic.gov.au

DHS - Child Protection and Family Services
wysw.cyfvic.gov.au/child-protection-famil-services/home

Department of Justice
www.justicevic.gov.au

Department of Planning and Community Development
www.dped.vic.gov.au
www.tamilyviolence.vic.gov.au

Domestic Violence Resource Centre Victoria (DVRCV)
www.dvrcv.org.au

Domestic Violence Victoria
www.dvvic.org.au

Magistrates' Court of Victoria
www.magistratescourt.vic.gov.au

Men’s Referral Service
WWW.IMTS.0rg.au

Office of Public Prosecutions Victoria
WwWw.oppvic.gov.au
(particularly ‘publications' and ‘policies and guidelines’)

VicHealth
www.vichealth.vic.gov.au

Victoria Police
www.pclicevic.gov.au

Victoria Police News
www.yicpolicenews.com.au
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