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Background

= Shifts in criminal justice responses to domestic violence

= Scarcity of research on sentencing domestically violent
offenders
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Key research question

Are domestic violence offences sentenced differently from
other violent offences?
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Unique opportunity

= NSW provides a unique opportunity in Australia

= Domaestic violence “flag”
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Prior research

= Limited comparative studies of sentencing domestic vs
other violence

» Absence of multivariate studies (infout)
» Restrictive samples (length of term)

» Limited studies of non-custodial sentencing more generally
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Current data

= 64,201 convictions

= 17.6% Indigenous
18.7% female
27.1% domestic violent-related

New South Wales adult lower court administrative data
January 2009 — June 2012
Most serious charged perscnal offence
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Imprisonment 105 10.3

Intensivefother detention 0.6 1.0 0.8
I—Su—per\.'ised community-based 20.7 16.9 18.0
Unsupervised community-based 316 25.5 271

'anmum'ty service 3.5 4.9 4.6
Monetary 111 26.1 220
Minor/nominal 22.8 151 17.2
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

School of Criminology & Criminal Justice

All betwean-group diferences significant
atp<0.05 {(N=64,201)

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT SENTENCING
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TO PRISON?
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Are domestic
violence cases
sentenced
differently?
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WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT SENTENCING
TO NONCUSTODIAL ORDERS?
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Are domestic
violence cases
sentenced
differently?

Compared fo Intensivelother detention (vs imprisonment) 0.746*

Imprisonment .
| Supervised community-based (vs imprisonment) 1.455*
Unsupervised communify-based {vs imprisonment) 1.446*
Community Service (vs imprisonment) 0.952
Menetary (vs imprisenment) 0.839*

* p<0.05 (N=64,201}

Minor/nominal (vs imprisonmant) 1.810*

{Relative risk ratio shewn. Adusted for Indigenous
status, sex, age, prior appearances, offence
seriousness, serfous violence, multiple counts,
releass pre-trial, and went o trial. Model estimated
with constant),
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Are domestic
violence cases
sentenced
differently?

Non-imprisonment
sentencing
outcomes

* All between-group significant at p<0.0%
(N=84,201)

{Average predicled probabitites shewn, Adusted
for Indigenous status, sex, age, prior appearances,
offence sedousnass, Serious violence, muitipie
counts, release pre-trizl, and went to trial. Mode! G+ i ST e ST T
estmated with constant & missing dummy), = -

ool of rimingtogy & CrminatJustice D.V. offence Other violent offence

Are domestic
violence cases
sentenced
differently?
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Summary
compared to similarly-situated other violent offences

On average, less likely to be On average, shorter prison terms
sentenced to prison

On average, more likely to receive  On average, less likely to receive
suspendedibond (vs "long” suspended/hond terms
imprisonment) sentences
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So what?

= Does this mean can conclude leniency?
» Complex process - social/contextual factors?
» Expectations around rehabilitation?

» Misunderstandings of the nature of domestic violence
offending?

= Adequacy of explanations of sentencing patterns?
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